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If nothing else, after watching the WWE-produced 
Self-Destruction Of The Ultimate Warrior DVD, you 
should develop a greater appreciation for the in- Ing 
skills of Chris Masters, Heidenreich, and Snitsky 

Slow and sluggish as they might be at times, we 
have a feeling that if in 2020, we pop in a tape of 
some of their matches from this year, they'l hold up 
a little better than the best (?) of Warrior from the 
eatly-1990s. 

It's no wonder there are only five matches on the 
DVD, including his debut match on WWF Wrestling 
Challenge (a squash of Terry Gibbs). You might find 
yourself making good use of your fast-forward button 
here. 

But the actual story of the Warrior—WWE's story of 
the Wartior—is interesting ... in a train wreck sort of 
way. You'll likely be wondering after viewing the DVD's. 
first few chapters, Could he really have been that bad? 

Well, according to WWE, he was. 

Take out the occasional semi-positive remark from 
the likes of Ted DiBiase and Chris Jericho, who calls 
him “underrated as an actual wrestler,” and there 
wasn't much good about him on this DVD. Consider 
the following highlight (or lowlight) quotes 

From Vince McMahon: “If someone could come 
from another planet and arrive here on this planet, it 
would be [Warrior] 

From Jim Ross: “The Ultimate Warriors interviews 
needed io be subtitled so they could be interpreted to 
the normal human being. 

From Sgt. Slaughter: “He was out in outer space 
basically. He was kinda like talking with Darth Vader. 

From Bobby Heenan (who revels in ripping Warrior 
to an almost embarrassing degree): "He knew nothing 

going about wrestling." 

Yikes 

There are plenty of classic nonsensical Warrior 
interview clips and funny road stories—Heenan’ s tale 
of how Andre the Giant kept Warrior in line during their 
feud in particular—and just enough clumsy match 
footage to keep you both entertained and confused. 
You'll wonder both why McMahon kept rehiring him if 
he presented so many problems (he ciaims it was his 
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responsibility to 
our audience") 
and just how he 
got us to buy him 
as such a megas- 
tar. 

Did we mention 
that WWE buries 
him throughout? 

Although his 
frenetic ring en 
trance is stil elec- 
tric 15 years later, 
Edge remarks 
that he probably 
got tired sprinting 
to the ring. Jerry 
Lawler gets in a 
few digs at Warrior, plus one at another WWE outcast, 
Randy Savage, when he opines that, "Neither one of 
them made any sense" during their feud. But we can't 
figure out why "The King” was so upset at Warrior for 
having the gall to wear a baseball cap for a tete ele 
with him in the ring on Raw in 1996. 

Just as filmmaker Michael Moore's Farenheit 911 
could hardly be called an objective look at George W. 
Bush's presidency, The Seif-Destruction Of The 
Ultimate Warrior is no even-handed examination of 
Warrior's career. Both were intended to be hatchet 
jobs from the start 

This is one heck of a hatchet job, complete with a 
few simple explanations for what had to have been 
complicated situations. One of Warrior's departures 
from the WWF, for example, was described by 
McMahon this way: "We had established a very strin- 
gent drug policy, and there was a violation." That's it. 

Yes, the legacy-obsessed Bret Hart probably made 
the right decision in agreeing to work with WWE on his 
career retrospective DVD. 

Mostly on entertainment value, we give this three 
suplexes out of five. 

—Dave Lenker 
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10. The Star reports that Stacy Keibler is 
competing for the same man with Jennifer 
Aniston. 

9. The Rock stars in Doom. | — 


doomed 
B. Ric Flair captures the Intercontinental 
scs THpleH no ike? Tr 

7. Team 3D makes its TNA debut. 


would've rather writte 


6. Brock Lesnar wins New Japan's IWGP 
heavyweight championship: WWE's hectic 


4. Jeff Jarrett recap- 
tures the NWA champion- 
ship Just before TNA’ 


| move Jim Ri 
| Raw's announcing dosk. 


The following wrestling-related items were culled 
from various wrestling-related Web sites—or were 
they? See if you can pick out the items that were actual- 
ly reported on the Internet (which doesn't necessarily 
mean that they're true) and the ones we blatantly made 
up. The answors appear at the end of this column on 
page 11 

1, AAA's Antonia Pena debuted 
his new promotion, For Women Only. 
at a nightclub in Mexico City. He basi 
cally used good-looking wrestlers 


wrestling in skimpy outfits. Pena even 
had the minis wrestle in thongs. 
Things got even more risque when 
Latin Lover, Shocker, and Vampiro 
performed a striptease after winning 
their match. In Pena's eyes, this kind 
of promotion is far more cutting-edge 


than a Steve Austin beer bash or a 
Hulk Hogan posing routine. 

2. Former IWGP champion Kazuyuki Fujita is both 
lucky and unlucky when it comes to the size of his skull: 
Its far thicker than the average human's (a fact that has 
been verified by X-rays), so it allows him to take far 
more punches to the head than most ather competitors. 
Unfortunately, most of his opponents know about his 
skull's abnormal size, so they think they can knee him 
full force in the head with a metal knee brace. In fact, 
when he takes a knee to the head (pictured), you can 


actually hear the "clunk" the striking force makes. 

3, WWE executives recently had a meeting with a 
video game developer looking to expand on the promo- 
tion's already significant gaming presence. The devel- 
oper pitched an idea of a Sims-type of game in which 
players would be able to walk WWE-licensed charac- 
ters through their daily routines, including everything 
from waking up in the morning, eating meals, using the 
bathroom. showering, and wrestling in matches. WWE 

execs initially liked the idea, but when 
the game developer said that he also 
wanted to include options such as late: 
night partying, they quickly excused 
themselves and had the developer 
escorted out of WWE headquarters, 

4. TNA manager Scott D'Amore, 
who is also part of the promotion's 
booking committee, had co-workers 
lalking behind his back after pitching 
the idea of giving New Japan's Masa 
Chono a chance to win the NWA title 
prior to the promotion's debut on Spike 
TV. D'Amore reportedly fell in love with 

Chono's gimmick during Chono's multiple runs with 
WCW in the late-1990s and thought that he'd be a 
great. imposing champion that would draw significant 
mainstream interest. His vision included Chono hiring 
former WCW manager Sonny Ono as his interpreter. 
When a fellow member of the booking committee sug 
gested that they also bring in former WCW wrestler 
Glacier as his partner, he realized he was being 
mocked and dropped the idea entirely. 
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You (Triple-H] tried to replicate everything about me. 
It was The Ultimate Warrior intensity and look you 
strove for. 

—The Ultimate Warrior, unleashing some vitriol on 
Triple-H in the days after the release of The Self- 
Destruction Of The Ultimate Warrior DVD. 
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“I just kind of stopped wrestling. ! didn’t want 
to wrestle. | was kind of burned out before when- 
ever I was in the company, so I just needed a little 
time off, to relax, and get my mind back together. 

—Former Tough Enough champion Nidia, com- 
menting on her state of mind prior to her release 
from WWE, in an interview with the Voice Of 
Wrestling 


1 probably would have lost the over/under for Eric's 
tenure here, but | am happy he has succeeded with the 
‘company. 

—Jim Ross, seemingly admitting that he didn't think 
Eric Bischoff would last as long with WWE has he has, 
in his "Ross Report’ column on wwe.com 


It kind of sucks when there's all these muscleheads 
in there and there aren't any cool-looking rockers who 
aren't all jacked up. | think itd be a dull show if every- 
body was all jacked up in great shape and had abs of 
steel. Different dimensions and different shapes is 
always good.” 

—Cool-looking rocker Jeff Hardy, commenting on 
the positives of TNA's less-than-jacked-up roster, in an 
interview with the Pro Wrestling Torch 


"Im not too Caption me! 


worried about it. I 
don’t think any- Think you're a better writer than the editors at 
one we've hired PWR Here's your chance to prove it, punk! This 
from WWE hasn't photo of Kip James and Monty Brown, two wild, 
deserved it and wacky, weird guys, demands a short, concise, and 
doesn’t have a downright uproarious caption. If you think you're 
rightful place with - up to the task, e-mail your zany quips to 
us. It's not like f prowrestlingillustrated( yahoo.com, or slap a 
we're just hiring stamp on an envelope and snail-mail it to “Caption 
guys because 5 Me!” Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. Three 
they show up. ^ issues from now, we'll share with you the best of 
That's not hap- the bunch—and the funnier the better. 
pening. It doesn't 
make a big differ- 
ence to me if they 
want to check out 
our show. Every- 
one has been very 
nice and cool and 
very talented. But 
just like WWE 
doesn’t have a 
spot for a guy like 
me and others from TNA, TNA might not have a 
spot for people from WWE. 

—Chris Sabin, discussing his thoughts on for- 
mer WWE roster members showing up at TNA tap- 
ings, in an interview with wrestlingobserver.com 


September's Best 


"Sherri, with a face like that, you should consider a 
career in radio.” 


Frank G. Lloyd Jr., Richwood, WV 


"Sick, Ted! No one wants to see what you picked 


out of your nose!" 
—ximeommissioner@gmail.com 


"Come on, guys, tell Sherri my pupples are much 
better than hers.” 
—Anthony Lleras, thephoenixt7@hotmail.com 


“This is a $1,000,000 scare 
tactic!” 

—Debbie Chmidling, Leaven- 
worth, KS. 


“Back in my day, | was ‘The 


Million-Dollar Man.’ | was extreme- 
ly wealthy and had a belt made 


out of gold and diamonds. You Answers to internet Insider: 
wanna go halves on a plzza?" tem 3 ax tally made up. 
Mike Donato, Bohemia, NY 
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N OCTOBER 10, Linda Mc- 
Mahon, at the urging of her 
husband, Vince, and daughter, 


Stephanie, firod Jim Ross from his 
duties as Raw play-by-play announc 
er—and this time the firing might 
very well stick. 

Just prior to Ross’ very public fr- 
ing, WWE executives, a lot of whom 
have long wished to replace Ross 
with someone younger, aggressively 
pursued UFC announcer Mike Gold- 
berg, wishing to sign him as Ross 
replacement. Goldberg eventually 
agreed to a new deal with UFC, tem- 
porarily dashing WWE's hopes of re 
placing Ross with a proven play-by 
play professional while also hurting 


As ridiculous as the idea sounds to WWE fans, Jim Ross really was 
fired from his job as Raw play-by-play man. Vince McMahon wants 
‘someone younger and more photogenic in that spot. 
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its newest competitor. However, 
even that setback didn't keep WWE 
from firing the man who is considered 
this generation's Gordon Solie. 

ve never understood WWE's de- 

sire to remove Ross from his an 
nouncing duties. The man isn't just 
an announcer—he's the voice of 
wrestling. When thinking back to 
most of the major matches of the 
past 10 years or so, Ross’ voice is 
what most wrestling fans hear in 
their heads. He holds an incredible 
amount of credibility among the 
wrestling public, and there's never 
been an outcry from WWE's fan 
base to replace him. 

In fact, it's been quite the oppo. 
site. WWE has 
wanted to get 

rid of him before 
(he was fired 
twice previously 
by Vince Mc 
Mahon), and 
WWE fans have 
spoken out in 
Passionate sup 
port of him. Even 
then, however, 
one big reason 
Ross seemingly 
retained his pos- 
ion was his tight 
relationship with 
Stone-Cold 
Steve Austin 
These days, Aus: 
tin doesn't carry 
the backstage 
weight that he 
used to. Thus, 
Ross firing. 
Just because 


Ross isn't the most attractive per- 
son walking the planet doesn't 
mean that he isn't the most quali- 
fied person to be the voice of Raw 
every week. The emotion he brings 
to matches he calls is genuine, and 
the overall knowledge and profes- 
sionalism that he brings to his job 
are beyond reproach. In compari- 
son, if WWE had hired Goldberg, it 
would have had somebody with ilt 
tle or no knowledge of professional 
wrestling or its history. 

Where WWE goes from here is 
unclear. Jonathan Coachman is 
the logical temporary fill-in, but 
Coach has an acrimonious relation- 
ship with WWE fans, and they'd be 
hard-pressed to accept him as Ross’ 
full-time replacement. However 
WWE's best maneuver (short of 
bringing Ross back) would probably 
be to let Coach take the reigns for a 
few months and replace him with a 
fresh face in the new year, That way, 
the newcomer wouldn't take any of 
the heat for replacing Ross and 
could be seen as something of a 
savior for replacing Coachman. 

Ross might yet wind up as the 
voice of Raw's Webcasts, but as of 
press time, there had been no offi 
cial announcement about thal. | hope 
WWE realizes its error before I's too 
late. Nobody can do Jim Ross' job 
better than Jim Ross—and for a 
position that doesn't require him to 
show his face all that often, replac- 
ing him with somebody just be- 
cause the replacement is more at- 
tractive is absurd, 

There's a new IWGP heavyweight 
champion, and his name, believe it 
or not, is Brock Lesnar, 

Lesnar, whose last match prior to 
winning the IWGP championship 
was his WrestleMania XX debacle 
against Bill Goldberg, defeated 
both N ro Chono and defend- 
ing champ Kazuyuki Fujita in a 
three-way match in the Tokyo Dome 
on October 8. He pinned Chono 
after hitting him with his old F5 fin- 
isher, which he's now calling the 
verdict, likely as a way to further irri- 
tate WWE after their much-publi 
cized feud and lawsuit over whether 


Last we saw Brock Lesnar in a ring in wrestling gear, he TNA, Brother Ray and 
and Bill Goldberg were stinking up Madison Square Devon are si 3 
Garden at WrestleMania XX. He's finally back .. and S Spp i 


he's the IWGP champ. 


Lesnar has the right to continue his 
wrestling career elsewhere. 

The fact that Lesnar wrestled on 
the show, let alone won New Japan 
Pro Wrestling's most prestigious 
championship, indicates one of two 
things—that WWE and Lesnar came 
(or on are on the verge of coming) 
to terms on a settlement that would 
allow him to pursue his wrestling 
career overseas, or that Lesnar and 
his team of lawyers believe beyond 
the shadow of a doubt that the non- 
compete clause he signed before 
he left WWE in 2004 will be deemed 
unenforceable. 

Buh Buy Ray and D-Von Dud- 
ley have made their way to TNA, 
but not as Buh Buh Ray and D-Von 
Dudley. Thanks to WWE enforcing 
its right to the name and the like- 
nesses of The Dudley Boyz, the for- 
mer ECW and WWE tag team cham- 
pions have shed the camouflage 
and the goofy glasses and now go 
by the names Brother Ray and De- 
von as Team 3D. 

Its a slight change, but irs enough 
of one to make a difference. 

Watching Team 3D compete in 
TNA should be a treat. When they 
joined WWE, they helped to fuel the 
WWE tag team renaissance that was 
already underway thanks to The Har- 
dy Boyz and Edge and Ch 


When they left WWE. 
however, WWE's two 
lag team divisions were 
mostly a hodgepodge of 
singles wrestlers thrown 
together, the result of 
Which was a pair of un- 
interesting divisions. 
The Dudleys’ appear- 
ances became less spe- 
cial, their matches be- 
came somewhat ordi- 
nary, and they started 
losing their aura as one 
of the best tag teams in 
the history of the sport 
which they certainly are. 
Now, as members of 


pani again. The Hassan gimmick 
was too controversial for anyone to 
quickly forget, and any appearance 
he would have made in the future— 
unless it had been under a mask— 
would have been a lightning rod for 
criticism. | have a hard time blam- 
ing Copani here, but given the way 
things played out, WWE made the 
right call in releasing him. 

WWE diva search 2005 contes- 
tants Elisabeth and Kristal have 
signed WWE developmental con- 
tracts. Look for the lovely ladies to 
start in the developmental system 
soon. Elisabeth is heading to Ohio 
Valley Wrestling, while Kristal is 
headed to WWE's new developmen- 
tal territory, Deep South Wrestling 

Don't believe any rumors you 
hear concerning Jose Ca 
pearing at WrestleMania 22; the 
former Oakland A's star's connec- 
tion to Major League Baseball's re- 
cent steroid scandal makes him 
way too hot for WWE to handle (I 


to the best tag team divi 
sion in the sport. They'll 
find themselves challenged by 
America’s Most Wanted 
Naturals, Team Canada, and 3 
Live Kru, and because of this 
they'll likely become more 
energized than they have 
been in a long time. 

Many fans believe that 
WWE made a huge mistake in 
letting the Dudleys go; TNA 
hopes that those fans are right 

WWE has released Mark 
Copani, the wrestler who por- 
trayed the controversial Mu- 
hammad Hassan. Following 
his release, Copani said that 
he plans to pursue a career 
in Hollywood. Not surprising: 
ly, Copani said all the right 
things during an interview with 
wwe.com on his way out. You 
can read more on this in "In 
Focus" on page 16. 

As hard as this is to believe, 
Copani reportedly had heat 
with some WWE executives for 
refusing to participate in some 
segments that he considered 
too controversial. Just imagine 
what those ideas from WWE 
Creative must have been. 

Regardless of the hows xum 
and whys, it’s hard to imag- The Dudieys -er, Team 3D—ere furious over the 
ine that WWE ever woulg fC that WWE didn't re-sign them when ther con- 


tracts expired. Now that they are in TNA, they might 
have been able to use Co- realize the competition at least is better. 
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ever, the promotion wants 
assurances that Waltman 
won't cause any problems 
and, more importantly, 
won't no-show events, as 
he did for the Unbreakable 
pay-per-view. He scared a 
lot of people when he went 
missing for several days 
around the time of that 
September PPV. Now It 
might be a while before he 
gets another chance with 
the company. It's unfortu- 
nate for him because prior 
to that no-show, he had 
looked better in the ring 
than he had in several 
years at least. 

Finally, a sad note: Gene 
Stanlee, a 
top star in the "50s and 
605, died on September 
22 at age 82. According to 
caulifloweralleyclub.org, 
Stanlee sold out Madison 
Square Garden 50 times 
in his career. After retiring 
from the sport, he was an 
advisor and physical train- 
er for such Hollywood stars 
as Tom Cruise, Tom Hanks, and 
Chery! Ti 

That does it for me this month, 
fans. Enjoy your wanderings. — 1 


For a few months, Sean Waltman's TNA comeback was 
looking quite strong. Is not certain whether he'll wres- 
te there again after no-showing a pay-per-view, howev. 
er. But he has been spotted backstage visiting. 


think) ... Sean Waltman, despite 
past problems, is still on good terms 
with TNA. Before TNA considers 
bringing him back into the fold, how- 


Gene Stanlee, who was billed as “the world's strongest and most perfectly developed 
man,” died in September at the age of 82. 


By Dave Lenker 


TV as a regular character. 

The fact that im able to write 
such a sentence astounds me. 
Can you even remember what 
role she filled when she last 
was a fixture on our TV sets on 
Thursday nights? | had to think 
for a few seconds and check 
my dog-eared copy of the PWI 
Almanac to make sure. 

There it is. She was the gen: 
eral manager of Smackdown, 
0 at odds with her evil father 
that she agreed to face him in 
an “I Quit" match at No Mercy 
2003. It stil creeps me out to 
think about a father-daughter “I 
Quit” match. Fortunately, it 
wasn't as bad as some of us 
feared 

Stephanie quit in that match 
and as a result had to step 
down as Smackdown GM. Most 
of us assumed she'd be back 
within a few months (maybe 
weeks) in a new role. “The Bil 
lion-Dollar Princess" couldn't 
stay out of the spotlight for long. 

Those few months have 
grown into two years ... and 
counting 

! didn't realize just how much 
Ihave missed her until she 
bounced down the aisle to eat a 
stunner from Steve Austin for 
old times’ sake at 
Homecoming” on October 3. 


LN 


We've now passed the two-year 
anniversary of the last time Steph. 
anie McMahon appeared on WWE 


her face. That screechy voice. That 
‘overflowing top half. 

So annoying. All so wonderfully 
annoying. (Okay, the overflowing top 
half wasn't so annoying.) 

TIl probably take some criticism 


WWE How were we to know that maybe, just maybe, Stephanie 
McMshon's career as an on-air performer for WWE 


for writing this, but 1 consider 
Stephanie McMahon one of the 
great heels of the last 10 years. It 
doesn't take much of an effort from 
any creative team on this one. She's 
the young, attractive daughter of the 
most powerful and arrogant man in 
the history of this industry. And 
Daddy gave her permission to be 
part of the show. Who doesn't aulo- 
‘matically want to hate someone like 
that, even if you've never seen or 
heard her? 

While Vince McMahon has said 
that both of his children had to work 
hard to earn the positions of power 
in which they currently serve behind 
the scenes (and, presumably, the 
prominent on-air roles they em 
braced in the past), Stephanie 
certainly gives off the impres- 
sion that she's spoiled. 

Now the criticisms of “The 
Princess" in the past are valid, 
She did get far too much TV 
time each week when she was 
a regular part of the show. And 
she did at times make some of 
the wrestlers, the ones who 
have to sell the house show 
tickets and pay-per-views, look 
weak in comparison to her 
when she probably should have 
felt more intimidated by them 
at times 

That second problem could 
be rectified easily. The first one 
is a little more troublesome. If 
Steph is brought back on a reg- 
ular basis, it'd be hard not to 
give her a lot of face time. After 
all, if she's inserted into one or 
more major storylines, she'll be 
missed if she only shows up for 
a two-minute backstage seg- 
ment once every two or three 
weeks. Besides, if what she's 
doing is entertaining, overexpo- 
sure isn't much of a problem. 

Recall that Steve Austin was 
all over Raw week after week 
after week during the height of 
the “Attitude” era. | bet The 
Rock wasn't far behind him 
when it came to TV time logged. 


‘ended when she lost to her dad at No Mercy 2003? Dave | don't remember many comp- 


That haughty, defiant look on Lenker thinks it's high ime she returned to TV regularly. 


laints that those two were over- 


exposed. People couldn't get en- 
ough of their talents. More recently 
however, Triple-H has been ham- 
mered for dominating the Raw brand 
to an almost absurd extent. | think 
the criticism there is warranted to a 
degree, but | also believe that a lot of 
people have programmed them- 
selves to hate "The Game" no matter 
how much good he does for WWE. 

Which brings me to my plans for 
Stephanie. Its time to pull back the 
curtain a little more and acknowl- 
edge on TV that these two are a real 
married couple. Not just acknowl- 
edge it, but capitalize on it. What 
better way to turn up the heat on 
Triple-H again than to show just how 
he gets everything he wants? Go 
ahead and allow everyone to see a 
little bit of how this real McMahon- 
Helmsley regime works, 

You could just taste the hatred 
people had for Stephanie at "WWE 
Homecoming” that night at the 
American Airlines Center in Dallas. 
And that was when she was bounc 
ing down the aisle. They missed 
chanting at her and loathing her. As 
terrific as both Trish Stratus and Lita 
have been at being heels (at differ- 
ent times) in the last 18 months 
Stephanie takes it to a higher level 
and does it so effortlessly. Im con- 
vinced she could do it all again. 

Two years away has been too 
long. 


CLOSING THE BOOK 


Vince McMahon alone sealed the 
fate of Mark Copani. He did it when 
he allowed footage of a group of 
pseudo-terrorists sympathetic to 
Copani's Muhammad Hassan char- 
acter attacking The Undertaker to air 
unedited on UPN's Smackdown. 
The big problem, of course, was that 
it happened just after a group of very 
real terrorists bombed train cars and 
a bus in London this summer. 

UPN subsequently banned the 
character from ever appearing on 
the show again after that, and within 
weeks, the Hassan character was 


symbolically killed off by Undertaker 
at The Great American Bash. 

it was interesting to get three dif- 
ferent takes on the inevitable re- 
lease of Copani that followed. 

Said Copen himself on wwe.com: 
I have a great appreciation for 
WWE and the way they treated me. 
Everybody took care of me even 
more than they ever had to. I have a 
great deal of gratitude for the Mc- 
Mahons ... I have absolutely no 
grievances in the way that every- 
thing played out ... just thought it 
was in my best interest, as well as 
WWE's best interest, for us to go 
our separate ways." 

Translation: lm smart enough to 
keep all my bridges as far away 
from flames as possible. 

Said McMahon on CNBC's The 
Big Idea With Donny Deutsch: 
"Really, the reason this character 
didn't work for us is because of the 
individual playing the character, 
more or less.” 

Translation: | only have a hand 
in creating the characters that are 
Successful. 

Said Shawn "Khosrow" Daivari— 
Hassan's sidekick—on wwe.com 
"John Laurinatis, head of talent 
relations himself, said that I've 


done an amazing job. So, | think 
they gave me the ball once, and | 
ran with it. And then, due to circum- 
stances outside of their hands, | 
had to give it up. But ! never fum- 
bled. I know that there were a cou- 
ple of times when Mark fumbled, 
either personally in the locker room 
or professionally on television with 
his work, but I never have. 

Translation: Nothing personal, 
Mark old buddy, but I'l go along with 
pretty much whatever the boss said. 

1 should point out that Daivari 
noted that unlike him, Copani didnt 
have real passion for wrestling and is 
now seeking a career in Hollywood. 
"Wrestling is my life; it's in my blood. 
1 couldn't think of anything worse 
happening right now than me sitting 
at home," he told wwe.com. "I was 
bred to go out and wrestle in front of 
fans, and not being able to do that is 
just killing me." Meanwhile, Daivari 
has retumed to OVW to await further. 
instructions, Here's hoping they both 
get another chance to be stars in 
their chosen professions. 

(Have a comment or question 
about "In Focus" or anything else 
you see in PWI? You can contact 
Dave “Lenker via e-mail at 


dave_lenker@yahoo.com.) 1 


We saw tho last of Hassan and Daivari as a team in July, and maybe the last of the 
man behind the Hassan character, Mark Copani, in a ring forever. Reaction to 


Copeni's release was diverse. 


4 JANUARY/200 4 17 


off the top rope 


By Brandi Mankiewicz 


(Editor's note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Brandi Mankiewicz 
herself. They do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial views of this magazine.) 


‘OW, 1 TOUCHED a nerve 
with my column in the 
“PWI 500" issue (Novem- 


ber 2005). For those of you who either 
didn't read my column or have 
Alzheimer’s, all I did was speak my 
mind about the crappy state of inde- 
pendent wrestling. I's amazing just 
how many wrestlers have contacted 
me to thank me. Apparently, I'm not 
the only one who thinks the indy scene 
is dreck. I am truly surprised at the 
reception I’ve received just for a few 
words in my little o? column. Now, I 
have grown accustomed to being ver- 
Bally abused and physically threatened 
Jor the WI 500" issue, so it’s diffi- 
cult for me to embrace the warm 
reception I've received for this year's 
edition. 

Of course, I've heard some grum- 
lings about the list. It wouldn't be a 
"500" if I didn't. The negative feed- 
back to my column emanates mostly 
from the idiots about which I was writ- 
ing. It's always fun to listen to the 
chickens cackle because they were dis- 
turbed. No shyster wants to ever be 
exposed as such. 

T will continue to expose the shams 
and speak my mind for the rest of my 
life. Its my moral obligation to do so. 
That's what was written in the con- 
tract when I signed up to be your 
champion. 
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TOP ROPE Box 1148 Ft. Washington, Pa 19034 
yahoo.com 


e question to ask 
and that is do you think Matt Hardy is a 
hypocrite? 1 f with 
WWE despicable, He was severely mis 

and his name 


id him re-signing 
was fur 
dint by the peo- 

ple who were once closest to him. Matt 
lot of guts by standing up for 

and spe ainsi 
s methods. But as soon as Vince 
came running back and ba 
cally told everyone who supported him 


he's more about money than he is about 


ho 
BEN SCHMACK 


akdady 136? yaboo.com 


Why do Matt's actions surprise 
After all, he is a human with needs. 
Pride doesn't pay the bills. Ego 
doesn’t put money in the bank, either. 
Maybe Matt realized that Lita wasn’t 
worth fighting over. Why cling to 
beaten up, dented, rusty car with tons 
of road miles and God knows how 
many drivers instead of shopping for 
something shiny and new? Sure, the 
seat is worn just right, but there 
always comes a time when that seat 
om overuse. So Matt 
turned his frown upside-dow 
signed a fat new contract. T don't 
blame him, A wad of greenbacks is 
better than, well, Lita, Besides, his la 

in WWE main events guara 

he'll be able to increase his 

by at least a 

few hundred dollars the next time he 
finds himself screwed over by a WWE 
diva. 


Dear Brandi, 

1 happen to like HHH, and I can't 
think of very many matches he's been in 
that 1 haven't enjoyed, Most people feel 
about HHH, and I've 
jet him off 
fans, When HHH 


very differently 
heard a lot of resounding, 


my TV?" from sever 


Why did Matt Hardy re-sign with WWE? Well, he's pointing to one of the main reasons in 
this photo. Without WWE's marketing gurus behind him, he would never be able to be 


bought in your local toy store ever again. 


wasn’t around, weren't these same [ans 
rejoicing about him being gone? 

SHANE COOPER 

creedían 


@hoimail.com 


Shane, 

Haven't you learned yet that t 
day's fans only care about complain- 
ing’ latest generation of humans 
are a jaded bunch. I blame yuppie 
parents for raising their children to 
think they're entitled to only the best 
all the time and to reject responsibility 
and alternate modes of thinking. This 
works for, say, education, but not in 
ntertainment. Fans today reject an 
thing or anyone who won't kiss their 
collective hiney and bide by their every 
Triple-H is a free thinker who 
worried about truly important 
sues—not the fans. The typical 
WWE fan can't control Triple-H with 
hant, so that fan gets pissed 


a mere 
about it 


Letter of the month (taken verbatim 
from the actual letter to share my tor- 
ture with you all): 

Here is a stupid question and 1 know 
that 1 will slammed by you for it, but do 
you need a degree in journalism to write 
Tora wrestling magazine? 

And some things to get off my 
chest 

1 was pumped at first that John Cena 


came over to raw but I quickly became 


sick of hearing and seeing him.The rap. 


and his. 


gimmick can only last for so long 
promos and interviews are getting cale 
ds that | think he's a Rock 
wannabe.Plus, his fi 


isher is boring und 


wimpy.it’s just a stupid bodystam.But the 
fans buy it. When T hear him come out T 
ams of females. think 
e audience will grow sick of him 


only hear the scr 
the mi 


just like they did with Randy Orton, who 
T think is 10 times the wrestler Cena is, 

And one more thing. 

I just bought The Utitmate Warrior 
dvd.The part when He came out ro con- 
front Hogan in WCW was confusing to 
me. What did he say that made Hogan so 
mad? Just because He said that he beat 
him at wrestlemania 6.8 years 
is that a no-no? Piper said the same thing 
when he came to WCW to confront 
Hogan. What was the big deal? But 
Warrior dues sound like 


Anywaysihank you for your time. — PS 
T think it would be a bad idea to rid tag 
teams in WWE. And Monty Brown: most 
overrated wrestler of the year. Belongs in 


the same group as Goldberg and Lex 
Lugar. Thank you. 

THOMAS LABAFF 

Norwood, NY 


Dear Thomas, 

There are no stupid questions, just 
stupid people. To answer a few of your. 
questions: Yes, you do need a journal- 
ism degree to write for the PW] family 
‘of magazines. It only makes sense that 
if you want to be a writer that you'd 
get a degree in a related genre. Why 
bother with a degree in something like 
philosophy or mathematics if it's not. 


The Ultimate Warrior shows his intel 
ligence by proudly displaying this 
tile belt upside-down. Luckily for us, 
it's also covering his face. Wait, 
maybe he's just embarrassed to 
have Vince McMahon as his boss. 


needed for your ultima 
Now, 
me. He's a useless ch; 


acter. Sure, 
most fans like his little raps, but I have 
always found them boring. lm hoping 


his star burns out quickly. 

And one more thing ... The Self 
Destruction Of The Ultimate Warrior 
a good example of Vince Mc 
spin doctors rewriting hi 
that goof Warrior never deserves to be 
put in any wrestling Hall of Fame, he 
did make tons of money for the Mc- 
Mahons by somehow carrying WWE, 
for short periods. To do an outright 
burial of him just shows the depths to 
jich the McMahons will go to prove 
a point. 
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Barvia 


Danielson used his amazing athleticism to unseat James Gibson as Ring of Honor champion in 
‘September. He doesn't plan on making any deals with WWE or TNA while he holds the ROH gold, 
For now, he seems happy to be where he is. 


FTER TAKING A four-month hiatus, Bryan Da g of Honor with a renewed 
‘purpose, Danielson would no longer be satisfied with simply surviving in the wrestling 
business—he was going to thrive no matter what it took. Immediately upon his retum, “The 
American Dragon” demanded a match against ROH champion James Gibson (aka. Jamie Noble) 
(On September 17, the 24-year-old Daniel yes of his six-year career when he. 
used a modified chicken w ^ Ring of Honor tte. 
tum to WWE ... ju 
and just as former champion Samoa Joe had signed 
i regularly for ROH). Danielson had noticed the patter for a long 
by th 
g on the independent scene. Even most of his fellow 
— including Paul London, Spanky, Lance Cade, and Michael Shane 
e careers in WWE or TNA 
n accepted some dates in Japan and even more in the 
Kingdom, where he toured for the Wresting Aliance and All Star Wrestling. But the w 
tear of international travel and his frustration with the American independent so 
lelson to announce a hiatus back in May. Like his friend John Walters, wi 
announcement in Apri, Daniels 


5 and mental, his longing for the squared circle began 
competitive desires. But is the ROH title enough to satisfy Danielson's ambition? 
ging Edi 
Langin discussed thi 


BRANDI MANKIEWICZ: Welcome, 
it's good to see you back, Bryan. | 
would offer to throw a party for you, 
but you seem to have already started 
your own celebration. How does it feel 

to be the Ring of Honor champion? 
BRYAN DANIELSON: It feels great, 
part of Ring of Hono 


long time to reach 
point. But [m giad | stuck i out and 
y made itto this point. I fully intend to 
lebrate Ring of Honor's fourth anniv 
sary as the champion, 

HARRY BURKETT: Wait a minute, 
let me do the math here. Ring of 
Honor will celebrate its fourth anniver- 
sary this upcoming February. That 


(duivirestiers, don't 
care if you're Hulk 
Hogan, The Rock, or 
Colt Cabana, have to 
make sacrifices. And, 
if I have to make those 
sacrifices in order to 
get in that ring and do 
what I love to do, then 
so he it. No price is too 
high. Wrestling is 
more than what! do. 


It's what! ay E 


means you'll have to reign as cham- 
pion for at least five months. Is that 
your goal? 
DANIELSO! 
ths, Anythi 
disappointment. If Sam: 


Sure. At least five. 
5 would be a 
Joe can be. 


{im not taking anything 
then | can 
around my v 


tive and innovative promotion in 
this country. I's seting a lot 
the trend 


MANKIEWICZ: I wouldn't fault you 
for comparing yourself to Samoa Joe. 
After all, you nearly beat him for the 
Ring of Honor title late last year. | 
believe you went to a 40-minute draw 
with him, didn't you? 

DANIELSON: That's right, and if | had 


the truth. 
o you firmly 

believe that, Bryan. | detect a slightly 
harsher tone from this mature, more 
seasoned Bryan Danielson than | used 
to hear from that up-and-coming kid, 
The American Dragon.” You were 

gone from Ring of Honor for much of 
2004, but then you returned, sporting 

a beard and even your face—lined 
with battle scars 

| suppose— 

seemed 

older. 1 also 

detected a 

newfound 

serious- 

ness. What 

was driving 

that? 


Every isSue, reporters 
from PRO WRESTLING 
TILUSTRATED will 
participate in an 
incisive press 
Conference with atop 
wrestling star. The 
questions will be 
demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 
innermost thoughts of 
the giants of the sport. 
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A big showdown with former champ Samoa Joe for Ihe ROH titi 


would draw a big. 


‘crowd for sure. Size difference aside, neither man would have trouble matching the 


other's intensity or stamina for 60 minutes 


DANIELSON: | was 
trated, maybe a little jaded. with th 
ak 


rever | went, but it was stil a 
gle. It was a struggle to ignore th 

daily pain, then hop into the car o 

the next plane, just to abu: 

some more. The money w. 

ter in some place 

Honor had given 

make m 
d. but | started to ques 
daily struggle to k 
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about. You guys kn 
orous for a wres 

LANGIN: You mentioned the five- 
star matches you've had during 
your career. I think my fellow re- 
porters here would agree that 
you've been involved in some of the 
most sensational matches of the 
past three years. No Ring of Honor 
fan will forget your best-of-three- 
falls match against Austin Aries in 
August 2004. That was an epic that 
lasted nearly 80 minutes. So, | sup- 
pose you wondered why talent 
scouts didn't see those five-star 
matches and make some offers you 
couldn't refuse. 

MANKIEWICZ: I hate to spoil the 
pity party, but there was one small N 
fact you forgot to mention, Jason. 0: 
Bryan Jost that match to Austin Aries. 

LANGIN: That may be true, Bran- 
di, but it was still one heckuva 


nol all glam. 


He 


national 


MANKIEWICZ: You're still new 
here, kid, You obviously didn't get the 
memo that | call the shots... 

DANIELSON: Whoa, hold on. | take 
your point, Brandi, and it was a good 
one. FI admit that, 1 did lose that match 
to Austin Aries. Overall, | wasn't 
fied with wher 


wrestled in Europe so much, A chance 
fram it all and re-evaluate 


LANGIN: | want to ask you about 
that, How has that experience helped 
you get to where you are now? 

DANIELSON: It was [ust an exten 
ion of Ring of Honor, an opportunity 
to face some of the best wrestlers in 
the world, even if tho: 
aren't household names. 
ases, and Im thinking 
vith Doug Willams in the FWA, | had 
the same opponents | had in Ring of 
Honor. In both the FWA and All Star 
Wrestling, | encountered some great 
veterans and young guys. From Rob: 
bie Brookside to Jonny Storm, 


In some 


'anielson, at just 24, has a wealth of inter- 
perience on his resume already. 
ies wrestled extensively in Europe for ono, 


and he faced New Japan star Jushin Liger 
when Liger came to 


ing of Honor in 2004. 


Although he doesn’t have a reputation for being a premier high-lyer, Danielson took to the air to beat 
Gibson (above). His victory brought much of the ROH lock 


BURKETT: I'm not intentionally 
harping on this subject, Bryan, but | 
want to follow up on the question of 
your passion for the wrestling busi- 
ness. Four years ago, I interviewed 
you for our "Introducing" feature in 
one of ovr sister magazines, The 
Wrestler. When we conducted the 
interview, you had just received 
news—that very morning, in fact—that 
WWE had released you and several 


other wrestlers from its developmen- 
tal program in Memphis. | remember 
how exasperated you were about the 
situation, and you said you were 
headed back to your family in Aber- 
deen, Washington, where you would 
decide whether you even wanted to 
continue wrestling. Has this question 
of whether to continue wrestling 
plagued you throughout your entire 
career? 


room out for a mini-celebration (below). 


DANIELSON: but 
ing question for 


r next injury 
id your c 


possibly 


in WWE, TNA, or 
overseas, can soothe your 
c a litle bit and make it 
rthwhile. 
BURKETT: Well, Bryan, 
you were gone for four 
months. Obviously, you 
made some kind of decision; 
otherwise you wouldn't be 
back. What was your deci- 
sion about wrestling, and 
about your lite? 
DANIELSON: Im glad you 
xed that question, Ha 
Wresting is ful of challenges, 
Yes, you're driving a | 
miles, yes, you're compiling 
injuries, and, yes, you may not 
make a million dollars per 
year. But I saw how much m 
is progressed since | 
into Shawn Mich 
training school s 
anky and | lived on Ramen 


recognized, by some people a 


least, as among the top 
less in the world, Right 


u're Hulk Hogan, The 
Rock, or Colt 
dil 
in order 


oa high 
do. Its what | am. 
BURKETT: The Ring of Honor title 
belt is draped across your shoulder 
as you speak. Has that vindicated 
your decision to come back? 
DANIELSON: Absol 
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By Dan Murphy 


LL RIGHT, WE admit it: We miss the old Monday night wars. 
There was a time when it seemed like wrestling was all anyone was 
talking about. You had to spend your Monday nights furiously flipping 
channels back and forth between the WWF's Raw on USA (and later Spike TV) and 


WOW's Nitro on TNT just so you could keep up with the water cooler conversation 
in the office Tuesday morning. 


There was such an atmosphere of excitement from 1995 
to 2001. What injustice did Vince McMahon have lined up. 
for Steve Austin next? Who would be the next to join the 
New World Order, and who would step forward to run those 
hooligans out of WCW? Anyone Jumping from the WWF to 
WCW or vice versa tonight? And just what was the story 


return of Triple-H to WWE TY for one of the 

ns of "Homecoming" on USA on October 3. 

rayal of Ric Flair was unexpected, however (above). 

Two nights earlier, TNA kicked off the first Impact on Spike 

with a sizzling A.J, Styles-Roderick Strong match (below) 
Fun time to be a fan. 


d 


si^ 


with Bret Hart and what happened in Montreal? 

Those were good times to be a wrestling fan. Sure, many 
fans—and even some of us members of the wrestling me- 
dia—chose sides and favored one promotion over the other. 


That six-year period of head-to-head competition be- 
tween WCW and the WWF brought pay-per-view-callber 
matches to free TV. It ushered in the WWF's “Attitude” era 
of racier storylines and Crash TV-style matches. It intro- 
duced a nation of fans to superstar cruiserweights from 
‘around the globe, and put Austin, The Rock, Goldberg, Dal- 
las Page and others on mainstream talk shows and onto the 
big screens at your local multiplex. 

Now that we're—goodness, can it really be almost five 
years?—removed from those glory days, we have a better 
appreciation for just how good us wrestling fans had it, 
Competition is a good thing. Without competition, things 
can get stale, 

So forgive us if you think we're being premature as we 
declare WWE and TNA at war with each other. TNA obviously 
made a huge leap forward by securing a national TV time slot 
‘on Spike TV, a channel wrestling fans were already condi- 
tioned to tuning in to as the former home of Monday Night 
‘Raw. But TNA's operating budget is a tiny fraction of WWE's, 
A significant portion of the TNA roster is comprised of WWE 
castoffs, wrestlers WWE had no interest in using anymore, 
Heck, TNA doesn't even tour; it holds bi-weekly TV tapings at 
a soundstage on the Universal Studios lot in Orlando, Florida. 

M this is a war, it's a Roman phalanx of infantrymen 
against the U.S. Army. On paper, it's a bloody massacre. 

But since when are wars fought on paper? Consider this: 

«During the height of the Monday night wars, me com- 
bined WCW/WWF viewing audience was about thróo times 
larger than the current WWE viewing audience. Where did all 
those fans go? They obviously can't be real keen on tfe cur- 
rent WWE product, or they would still be watching it, right? 

'*WWE live event attendance has been steadily declining 
for the past four years. Pay-per-view rates, with the excep- 
tion of the major cards, have, for the most part, declined, too. 

STNA has been tapping into the same rabid fan base mat 


the tape-traders who eschew all things Triple-H, JBL, and 
Heidenreich. TNA is poised to take a bite out of WWE's audi- 
ence or perhaps just bring back some of those former fans. If 
WWE really believed TNA wasn’t a threat, why would it have 
‘gone through all of the recent legal moves to make life miser- 
able for the folks at TNA? Where there's smoke, there's fire. 
Here's our analysis of this new wrestling war and how 
the two sides match up. We admit, WWE has the upper 
hand, but we seem to remember the British army laugh- 


ing at the chances of a ragtag bunch of 
‘American rabble rousers back in 1778, 
too. Anyone remember how that one 
turned out? 


Spike TV is the ideal cable outlet for 
TNA, Impact is packaged with the likes 
of The Ultimate Fighter and other 
testosterone-laden fare as part of the 
network's “Slammin’ Saturday Night" 
block. Wrestling fans have been tuning 
in to Spike TV for the past six years, 
first to watch ECW and more recently to 
view WWE programming. We all know 
where Spike TV is on the cable or satel- 
lite dial. Unfortunately, TNA was stuck 
with a less-than-ideal late-night time 
slot on a night when TV viewership is 
at its lowest point of the week. 

On the bright side, in its first week on 
Spike TV, Impact delivered a 0.78 rating 
(approximately 860,000 viewers), about 
double what WWE's Velocity had been 
scoring in the same slot on that net. 
work. A week later, that number rose to. 

0.82. Those who tuned in liked what 
they saw, and maybe a few told some 
friends about it 

‘Spike is positioning itself as a home 8 
for one of wrestling's main demograph- 
ic, 16-0-30- year-old males. That is the T : e h puta cap on tnat first stacked 
audience TNA is looking to capture. In 
business terms, that's called synergy. 

Spike TV gives TNA a true national happen if TNA's 
presence. It is a strong fit for both enti- ratings ever start- 
ties, But there is an "X" factor to con- ed to come in much 
sider. Spike TV hasn't always under- / lower than those 
stood what wrestling was all about, Re- for The Ultimate 
member back when ECW was on the Fighter or other 
station, back when it was known as The “Slammin’ Satur- 
Nashville Network? TNN would cut to day Night" pro- 
commercials in the middle of matches, d gramming? Would 
or shrink the screen to promote the next Spike start cutting 
show, and viewers would miss the end into Impact to pro- 
of the match? Technical problems of mote its other 
those sort had Paul Heyman ready to shows, just as it 
blow a gasket. He even created the char- cut into ECW to 
acter of Cyrus and his Network to spoof promote Rollerjam. 
the incompetence he feit he was dealing ‘and rodeo events? 
with fram the network. 1f so, the relation- 

WWE seemed to have things much easier since Spike — ship between TNA could Spike could fall apart quickly. 
management decided to adopt a more hands-off approach 
and not tinker with WWE's winning formula. But TNA on 
Spike at 11 pm. on Saturday nights is not going to draw  Raw's retum to the USA Network has been a bizarre oc- 
anywhere near the ratings that WWE drew on Spike during currence. Back in 2001, when WWE left USA for Spike TV 
prime time on Mondays. Everyone knows that. What would (then known as The National Network), then-USA CEO Barry 
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Diller called wrestling fans "plmply-faced, mean-spirited 
young males." He claimed wrestling fans tuned into the nel- 
work just to watch wrestling and then tumed the channel, 
turning to "God knows what antisocial pursuits.” 

Not exactly the sort of comments that would endear 
‘someone to the wrestling public. It was a virtual heel turn, 
for bete s sake! 

Now, just four years later, WWE is back on the USA Network 
‘and we're supposed to believe everything is just hunky-dory? 
Believe it or not, we are, and it seems to be. The USA Network 
has been tirelessly promoting WWE's return to the station, 
going so far as to run commercials on NBC and on other afili- 
ated stations. Clearly, the USA Network is more expansive than 
Spike TV, and the cross-promotional opportunities are limit- 
less. John Cena on The Tonight Show With Jay Leno? No prob- 
Jem. JBL on Conan O'Brien? Consider it done. WWE is already 
the established brand, the household name, a synonym for pro 
wrestling in the U.S. The retum to USA reaffirms its position as 
the premier name in the sports entertainment field. 

From a head-to-head standpoint, WWE's move was the per- 
fect counter to TNA's move to Spike TV. TNA hyped its October 
1 Impact debut as hard as it could, but how much could it do in 
a one-hour debut show at 11 p.m. on a Saturday to compete 


Wa pwa 


with Raw's three-hour prime 
time “Homecoming” on Octo- 
ber 3? We saw the debut of the 
former Dudley Boyz, the retum 
af Kevin Nash, Rhino vs. Jeff 
Hardy, and a thrilling A.J. 
Styles vs. Roderick Strong 
match to kick off impact’s run 
on Spike, Most of our staff 
liked the show, and fan feed- 
back we read and heard was 
mostly positive. It was sup- 
posed to be an epochal week 
{or TNA, but there was nothing 
It or Spike could do to stop 
people from talking about 
WWE's night of legends. Three 
hours, a cavalcade of huge 
stars, two great matches, and 
244 rating 


tt took WCW until 1995 to 
‘begin to mount a serious chal- 
Jenge to the WWF, and by that 
time, WCW had the virtually 
limitless finances of Ted Tum- 
er behind it. Despite WCW's 
claims of being “where the big. 
boys play," the company could 
never truly mount a challenge 
to the WWF until WCW Execu- 
tive Vioe President Eric Bisch- 
off was able to sign Hulk Hogan, Randy Savage, Scott Hall, and 
Kevin Nash away from Vince McMahon. Soon thereafter, when 
Turner gave Bischoff the green light to put a Monday night 
Show on TNT to compete with Raw, things got very interesting. 

TNA doesn't have that sort of money to throw around. It 
can't dole out big money contracts with six-figure downside 
guarantees. So TNA has to take a different tack in order to 
compete. Its best bet is to take a good look at what the WWF 
did to surpass WCW. TNA needs to use old stars to create 
‘new stars, It needs to develop edgy, original storylines, 

TNA cannot allow itself to get caught up in the creative 
control game in which certain stars get veto power over 
their storylines and matches, a problem that took a devas- 
tating toll on WCW. TNA management needs to remember 
that no one star is bigger than the company. A rising tide 
lifts alt boats. TNA management should be required to do 
two things: Read R.D. Reynolds and Bryan Alvarez’ master- 
ful book The Death Of WCW and watch The Rise And Fall Of 
ECW DVD. And don't step on the same landmines Bischoff. 
and Paul Heyman did. it needs to use shrewd marketing and 
‘smart matchmaking to survive and ultimately thrive. 

‘One thing is for sure: McMahon and the WWE front office 
remember what worked and what didn't work the first time 


small increase from week 
‘one to week two was a good 
sign—it's not out of the 
realm of possibility that 
‘Spike will give the promo- 
tion 2 Monday night time 
slot Then itd really be on! 


WWE's talent roster is 


ty, we'll focus on how the 
‘champions and select top contenders match up. 

Heavyweight champions: Jeff Jarrett vs. John Cena and 
Batista. Jarrett doesn't match up well against either WWE 
champ. He's not as dynamic or as powerful as Batista or as 
charismatic as Cena. Of course, he is a heel and an entirely 
different style of wrestler. He could certainly outwrestle 
either WWE ttieholder, but it would be hard to imagine him 
pinning either of them. ADVANTAGE: WWE 

Raven vs. Kurt Angle. It would be an intriguing matchup, 
but Angle is really in a class of his own. There's no one on 
the TNA roster who can match him. ADVANTAGE: WWE 

Rhino vs. JBL. Layfield claims he is a “wrestling god,” 
but he doesn't have the intensity or drive of a raging man- 
beast. Score one for the underdogs. ADVANTAGE: TNA 

Jeff Hardy vs. Triple-H. Once upon a time, Hardy scored 
an upset over HHH to win the Intercontinental titie. It was a 
‘once-in-a-lifetime win. ADVANTAGE: WWE 

Abyss vs. Eddie Guerrero. Guerrero has the advantage in 
scientific skill and experience, but he's been on a major los- 
ing skid in big money matches of late. Abyss is hungrier, 
but we just have to give the slight edge to “Latino Heat" 
here. ADVANTAGE: WWE 

Secondary champions: A.J. Styles vs. Ric Flair and Chris 
Benoit. A win over someone like Flair (is there anyone quite 
like Fair, though?) is exactly the sort of thing that Styles needs 
to develop into a credible heavyweight title force. At this stage 
of his career, he would have to be considered a favorite 
against the “Nature Boy." Not so with Benoit. “The Crippler" 
‘would likely represent the biggest challenge of Styles’ career. 
It would be a Match of the Year candidate in the making for 
sure, but Benoit holds the advantage. ADVANTAGE: draw 

Christopher Daniels vs. Carlito. This one wouldn't even 
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be close. Maybe in a few years, but not now. Carlito might 
match Daniels in the charisma department, but that doesn't. 
‘count for too much here. ADVANTAGE: TNA 

‘Samoa Joe vs. Shelton Benjamin. This might be another 
Match of the Year contender. Joe’s strong-style brawling, 


Chris Sabin, and Petey William: 
parts of TNA's X division and thus t 
"TNA apart from WWE. That X divis 
rate from the heavyweight divisi 


re three very 


tactics against Benjamin's suplex-based scientific attack. It 
could go either way. We'll give this one to Benjamin in a toss- 
up. ADVANTAGE: WWE 

Tag team champions: The Naturals vs. The New Legion of 
Doom and Lance Cade and Trevor Murdoch. Andy Douglas and 
Chase Stevens have shown a lot of potential—perticularly after 
‘the time they spent with Chris Candido as their adviser—but 
‘they're hardly a great tag team in the traditional sense. Stil, 
they're better than WWE's two champions. ADVANTAGE: TNA 

‘Team 3D vs. M-N-M. The one time these two teams 
clashed (in OVW), M-N-M came out on top, thanks to a pair 
‘of brass knuckles and a lot of referee distraction from Mel- 
ina. We're sure that loss still eats away at the former Dud- 
leys. If they were to meet again, we would expect to see 
Brother Ray and Devon put Mercury, Nitro, and Melina 
through tables. ADVANTAGE: TNA 

‘America’s Most Wanted vs. The Hurricane and Rosey. 
Let's face it, Hurricane and Rosey are a comedy act that 
have overstayed their welcome as a team. AMW, 
on the other hand, are one of the finest teams in the sport 
today. ADVANTAGE: TNA 

Final tally: TNA 5, WWE 5. And when you consider TNA is- 
competing against two different brands in these categories, 
that's pretty darned impressive. 


You would be hard-pressed to find anyone in an official 
capacity within WWE acknowledging TNA as dangerous 
competition, but the WWE front office is keeping a very 
close eye on the company. The fact that WWE has sent its 
legal team after TNA shows that WWE management realizes 
the company has the potential to cut into its bottom line. 
Why else would WWE file injunctions to prévent The Dudley 


Old reliables Booker T and Christian (above) .. underutilized new- 
‘comers like Super Crazy (lft)... WWE has what seems like a lim 
itless mid-card. But TNA has good depth, too. And its roster com. 
pores surprisingly favorably to WWE s. 


ent simply because they are former WWE stars. TNA has to 
resist the temptation of sticking new acquisitions into prime 
positions just to leverage their name recognition for short-term 
‘success. TNA has to assimilate new faces into the mix and use 
them to help build stars in TNA, not instantly push them over 
established TNA names, Otherwise, fans will see homegrown 
TNA talents as inferior to ex-WWE stars (who could already be 
seen as Inferior to current WWE stars) and TNA will be unable 
to create now stars. That happened in WCW. 

Do: Showcase the X division. The X division is what most 
differentiates TNA from WWE. While WWE has adopted a 
Boyz from wrestling under the ring names they used for more conservative ring style in recent years and barely push- 
years, and even force Team 30 to alter its look? es its cruiserweight division, TNA's X competitors are tear 

In fact, WWE management reportedly sent TNA a cease- ing it up. That's a huge competitive advantage for TNA. 
and-desist letter asking TNA to stop referring to its talent as Make the X title seem as prestigious as the NWA titie. 
“wrestling superstars,” claiming that term is WWE's intel- Don't Revolve around Planet Jarrett. To its credit, TNA 
lectual property. Whether or not that specific point stands management is loyal to Jarrett, who is really the pioneer of 
up to legal review—or If TNA has any intention of fighting TNA. Jarrett is a skilled competitor, but TNA cannot allow 
the point—the message is clear: WWE wants to position its him to monopolize the heavyweight title when other poten- 
talent as major league superstars, and paint everyone else tial titleholders could draw more fan interest. Business has 
as minor league talent. to come before personal 

WWE might not consider TNA to be competition, but it Do: Keep shopping for talent in Ring of Honor. ROH is an 
certainly sees TNA as potential competition. And it's prepar- excellent breeding ground for rising stars. TNA is wisely watch- 
ing to fight if necessary. ing wrestlers develop a unique style in ROH and then bringing 

them to TNA, while WWE Is relying almost exclusively on its 
developmental system to create new stars. WWE's system 

Do: Keep signing some recently released WWE talent. — results in a lot of musclebound guys who look alike and wrestle 
Some WWE castoffs, like The Dudley Boyz and Rhino, have me same style, whereas TNA's system brings fresh faces and 
‘built-in fan followings that will follow them to TNA. Others, styles into the mix. Another huge competitive advantage. 
like Charlie Haas and Mordecai, have loads of talent, but Don't Book so many multiple-man matches for the 
were misused by WWE. There's room fora lot of mem in TNA. heavyweight title. Those gimmicky four-, five-, and six-way 

Don't: Push former WWE stars harder than homegrown tal- matches may have some exciting moments, but they lack. 
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the huge push we all thought 
use of ll the potential we think 


the drama of à two-man rivalry for the company's heavy- 
weight championship. Wrestling is best when it's man 
against man (or tag team against tag team). These crazy 
“King Of The Mountain” matches damage the prestige of 
the championship. It's just lazy matchmaking. 

Do: Mix X division guys in with non-X division guys. TNA 
can't allow its X division to be its own separate entity, serving 
as a sort of glass ceiling. Just because Daniels, Styles, Samoa 
Joe, Chris Sabin, and Alex Shelley are fantastic X division tal- 
ents doesn't mean they shouldn't get shots at the heavy- 
weight title or face guys like Rhino, Jarrett, and Team 30. 

Don't Play the diva game. WWE seems hell-bent on insert- 
ing beautiful women into storylines for no reason at times. U 
TNA follows suit, it will come off zs derivative. If it puts pretty 
ladies on TV, it should make sure they can actually wrestle. 
Leave the eye candy to the other guys: Zig when they 229. 

Do: Tour select cities. Touring can be a huge expense for a 


Mawa 


young company, but the potential advantages 
outweigh the risks. By hitting select other mar- 
kets, TNA can continue to build its fan base at the 
grassroots level. Nothing wins over fans like the 
opportunity to see their favorite stars in person, 
Don't Spend money foolishly on non-wres- 
fiers. Pull the names of Toby Keith, Hermie Sad- 
ler, Dennis Rodman, Jonny Fairplay, and the 
other so-called stars out of the Rolodex. Win over 
new wrestling fans through good, old-fashioned 
wrestling and not costly, meaningless cameos. 


"it's easy for me to support TNA as it goes up. 
against WWE because it would be good for me 
resting business as a whole, and our magazines 
are a part of that business. But TNA really needs to 
establish itself as its own unique entity and not 
just present itself as a non-WWE wrestling prod- 
bet or WWE lite. Milions of ans still watch WWE, 
o to the events, and buy their merchandise. TNA 
has to be much more concerned with improving 
its own product than worry about toppling Vince 
McHahon's empire." —Stu Saks (Publisher) 

I5 “Not to knock TNA, but | don't think we'll ever 
ee anything like the old Monday night wars again 
in our lifetime. The WWF-WCW war completely 
changed our industry. That competition between 
those two companies ushered in the era of the 
| Internet, where plugged-in fans have a good idea 
‘of what to expect well before things unfold on TV, 
We've lost some of our innocence as fans, and we 
can never get that back. TNA could build a strong 

i It-sustaining 
company, which would be fantastic. But | don't 
think it can ever become another WCW. I can't see 
it really competing with WWE for a while yet" — 
Dave Lenker (Editor-in-Chief) 

^1 really don't know how anyone can predict 
‘TNA's future at this point. What I can tell everyone is that | 
think Christopher Daniels, Chris Sabin, and Samoa Joe are 
light years ahead of a high percentage of the WWE roster. Yet 
the fans cheer louder for the John Cenas and Batistas and 
has-beens like Hulk Hogan and Kevin Nash. Who can predict 
what fans like that will watch? I suppose the fact that we're 
analyzing this as even a potential promotional war says some- 
thing at least." Brandi Mankiewicz (Managing Editor) 

“I really like TNA's chances. WWE has been losing view- 
ership for the past few years. If TNA can find those fans 
who somehow became disenchanted with wrestling and re- 
kindle their passion for the sport, or appeal to a new gener- 
ation of potential fans, the possibilities are exciting. They've. 


duties. Put it this way. If 
they were selling TNA stock, I'd think about investing in it.” 
um Welsh (Senior Writer) n 


VAMOND" DALLAS PAGE took a sip. 
of bottled water as the Wrestle- 
Reunion II wrestling card began to 

draw to a close. As one of the co-hosts of 

the amazing event held in King of Pruss 
Pennsylvania, in August, Page had been 
through one very long day. Make that two 
long days by that point. 

But this had been an incredibly 
successful day as a whole, There 
had been a tremendous turnout for 
the autograph sessions that morning 
and afternoon, hundreds of fans had 
purchased tickets to attend the 
wrestling event, and numerous ven- 
dors were on hand to sell their wares 
to the attendees. The day sure 
looked like a success from a busi- 
ness standpoint. 

And Page was also successful 
from a competitor's standpoint. He 
had technically lost a match to Larry 
Zbyszko (see www.pwi-online.com 
for the complete story), but had 
defended the honor of Bruno Sam 


A JANUARY/26 A ST 


DOP wasn't going overboard when 
gy he said the action between the 
O ikes of D-Von and Hardy could 
have gotten ugly. There were 
some explosive elements in play. 


martino in the process. Page looked great in his match 
and showed no signs of ring rust. 

However, the look on DDP's face was not one of rele 
Instead, it was one of concem. Dusty Rhodes, who had 
been successful earlier in the card (in a wild eight-man 
tag match), put a hand on Page's shoulder to try to find 
‘out what his buddy's problem was. 

Did you take a look at the match list, Dream 
Page said. “See for yourself. You'll figure out what my 
problem is. This could be like a litle bit of WWF vs. 
WCW all over again.” 

As Rhodes turned to the locker room wall, he read 
the list of competitors for the next bout and under- 
stood Page's fear immediately. 

The main event of the evening was a tag team 
encounter pitting The Dudley Boyz (who for legal rea- 
sons needed to appear officially as "Team 3D") 
against Rhino and Matt Hardy (with valet Talia). 
Based on the history the Dudleys, Hardy, and Rhino 
shared, there was certainly reason to think that the 
match would be explosive. But recent events had 
upped the ante, and the potential for true disaster was 


now extremely high. 
Take the Dudleys first. Mere weeks before, Buh 


Buh Ray and D-Von were told that negotiations on a 


Think Buh Buh Ray 
put a lille extra into 
inis suplex of Hardy? 
WM was. basically a 
TNA vs. WWE match. . 
even though the Dud m 
leys hadn't offi 

signed with TNA at 
this point. 


"Based on the history the 
Budleys. Hardy, and Rhino 
Shared, there was certainly 
reason to think that the 
match would be explosive. 
But recent events had 
Upped the ante, and the 
potential for true disaster 
Was now extremely high." 


contract extension with WWE, to 
which the Dudleys had given si 
solid years of service, had been cut 
off, The Dudleys were clearly not 
pleased with the situation, feeling 
as if they had been given a raw 
deal by their former employer. And 
while the Dudes would have prob- 
ably preferred to have had Vince 
McMahon and other WWE execu- 
lives standing across the ring from 
them, they had to setllo for Hardy 
and Rhino. 

Similarly to the Dudleys, Rhino 
had been released from his WWE 
contract earlier in the year. Plus, all 
three men had recently competed 
in the One Night Stand pay-per- 
view to rave reviews. But unlike the 
Dudleys, Rhino already had his 
ticket punched. He had landed a 
spot on the TNA roster. Still, Rhino 

had something to prove. 

And then there was Matt Hardy, a man struggling with 
personal problems, having just made his triumphant (?) 
return to the company that had recently fired him for mak- 
ing public those very same problems. A man that had 
been through countless wars with the Duclleys alongside 
brother Jeff. But this was not the Hardy fans were used to 


iy 


Talia for 
she interfered liberally (below 

paid for that 
tom). Fortunatel 


hen the malen was over 


seeing, the Matt Hardy 
that liked sushi and ex- 
tolled the virtues of Matti 
tude. This was a bulked 
up, angry, vengeful Matt 


Hardy. A fourth competitor 

with something to prove. 
Just to recap: You had 

two about-to-be-TNA 


ter (bot 
there were no 
hard feelings on anyone's pai 


about to compete were not old-timers stepping out 
tor one last great match. These were men still in the 

[prime of their careers. Everyone knew that this one 
could possibly tear the house down. 

Good thing the Valley Forge Convention Center 
had a strong foundation. 

‘The four men tried to destroy one another from 
the start of the match to the very end. Everyone 
looked to be in tremendous physical condition, 
and each man gave everything he had, It didn't 
take long for the contest to turn into an all-out 
brawl that started to get very personal, Buh Buh 
Ray spewed out insults to his opponents such as, 
"You sucked in ECM (to Rhino) and, “Your broth- 
er was better than you!” (to Hardy). Neither com- 
ment was appreciated, and Buh Buh was promptly 

given his receipt 
As the match 
drew to a close, ref- 
eree John Finne- 
gan was caught in a. 
collision that briefly 
rendered him un- 
conscious. Time for 
a table to come into 
play. Rhino charged 
at his opponents, 
hoping to obliterate 
someone with his 
dreaded gore. But 
the alert Dudleys 
evaded the attack, 
and Rhino put an 
unsuspecting Hardy 
through the table 


wrestlers feeling bitter toward anything and everything 
WWE on one side and one TNA wrestler who had been 
dumped by WWE and one wrestler who had been heavi 
Iy courted by, but then rejected TNA at the last minute to 
rejoin WWE on the other. 

The Dudleys had old issues with Hardy and Rhino, 
who was an ally of Edge and Christian while they feud- 
ed with Buh Buh Ray and D-Von. And the Ducleys 
probably didn't appreciate Hardy's decision not to sign 
with TNA. Heck, for that very same reason, could Hardy 
trust Rhino? 

Yes, Page had reason to be worried. Someone was 
going to get hurt. 

Back in the arena, fans were just starting to settle 
down after a frenzied six-man tag match pitting the Funks 
and Mick Foley against Jim Comette's Midnight Express. 
It had been an exciting contest, perhaps the best to that 
point. Throughout the night, fans were given a chance to 
See some of their heroes from the past compete—from 
Masked Superstar to Don Muraco. But they knew that the 
main event promised something special. The four men 


that was propped 
up against the tumbuckles. Rhino was then tossed uncer- 
'emoniously from the ring, allowing the Dudleys to plaster 
Hardy with a modified 3D for the pin. 

And that was where the violence ended. Shockingly, 
the wrestlers stood in the ring together and raised one 
another's hands in victory. Each wrestler, including the 
normally quiet Rhino, voiced his opinions about his cur- 
rent state of affairs on the microphone. The Dudleys 
went so far as to say that if they could only wrestle one 
team for the rest of their lives, it would be The Hardy 
Boyz. The fans gave this ultimate sign of respect a 
lengthy standing ovation. 

In the backstage area, DDP finally breathed a sigh of 
relief. “This could have gotten ugly,” he said to no one in 
particular. 

But it didn't, because the four wrestlers had accom- 
plished their goals. They all let fans know that they 
were still big time in-ring players, a fact that was 
undeniable by match’s end. It tumed out DDP didn't 
have that much to fear. It was nothing personal. Just 
business. i 


Michael Corleone removes his stepbroth- 
er Tom Hagen as consigliore, or ach 
to the crime family. To assuage 
the veteran gangsters who'd grown to trust 
Hagen over the years, Corleone says of his 
father and former don, Vito, "If | need advic 
who's more qualified to give it than my father? 
Drawing on the experience of one's father 
for guidance may work in Hollywood—and 
even in organized crime—but it rarely works 
in pro sports, and even less in professional 
wrestling. Even a WWE Hall of Famer such 
as Bob Orton Jr. and his ultra-talented of 
spring Randy aren't likely to be able to over 
come the strange dynamic of a father-son ta 
dem. And that's why this combination just 
won't work 
Sure, there have been many fathers and 
sons who have wrestled in overlapping eras: 
Blackjack Mulligan and Barry Windham and 
Ric and David Flair are two examples. We 
need only to look to the Gagnes (Verne and 
Greg) and the rongs (“Bullet” Bob and 
any one of his sons) to find a few th 
tasted what could be 
working as a team. 


I N THE MOVIE The Godfather, new don 


You have to wonder if Randy. 
Orton is, out of new habit. 
looking out to ringside to his 
father for guidance as he ties 
up Undertaker hero. You also 
have to wonder if "Cowboy 
Bob is unwittingly hurting 
his son's career. 


It was assumed at the time that 


{not withstanding previous in- 


0 Jr., as evidenced by 


Son's behalf against Undertaker 
t WrestleMania 21 was a one- 


his interference and futile efforts 


Hope aisi in the ring against The Under- 


have been just that. 


Al too often, father-and-son combos that devote their 
energy to a common goal fail. That's because they find 
out they share very lite save for that goal—and the dt. 
ferences in perspective, ability, experience, and principles 
are irreconcilable. 

Few father-and-son teams could have starker differ- 
ences than "Cowboy" Bob Jr. and Randy Orton. No need 
to look beyond the obvious here. Randy has already held 
the World title. He is, in fact, the youngest man in WWE 
history to hold a title of that distinction. Bob Jr. spent 
many years chasing the WWF belt in vain, depending on 
the services of The Grand Wizard as well as a wrist injury 
that required him to (suspiciously) wear a cast for years 
on end. Randy is in the prime of his physical conditioning 


taker, is at least a pound too 
heavy and a step too slow. 

But there are more meaning- 
ful differences. Randy was 
heavily promoted as a blue-chip 
prospect from the start of his 
WWE career and has been 
given every opportunity to suc- 
ceed. His father was a career 
mid-carder—albeit a very talent- 
ed one—who stayed in the 
WWF top tier mostly due to his 
ties to Roddy Piper. Yes, Bob Jr. was as tough as any- 
one, and his rough-and-ready cowboy gimmick had a 
certain degree of charm. But within the first six months of 
his career, Randy connected with fans of his era in ways. 
Bob Jr. could have only dreamed of connecting. His nat- 
ural suriness made him so easy to hate. Plus, thanks to 
his time in Evolution, Randy has already experienced the 
high ife. 

Bob Jr., by his own admission, spent his career on the 
road limping from town to town and back home again. 
What can he teach Randy about the business that he 
hasn't already seen? Not a whole Iot. 

Aside from cramping each other's styles, the Ortons 
must also overcome the father-son relationship that so 
often smothers, rather than springboartis, careers. Bob. 
sir, as the father, might discourage his son from taking 
unnecessary gambles in the ring—one of the key ingredi 
ents in the trajectory of any young wrestler's career. 


There should be no doubt 
that Randy has the talent to 
beat "The Dead Man" (lett). 
even it his dad doesn't help. 
him at all (below). We think 
Randy has 2 better chance 
to thrive on his own. 


typically 
Randy will never tell his father to back 
off butt out, or keep his opinions to 
| himself. What good son does that?" 


Randy Orton is a dynamic individual who excels in a 
proactive rather than reactive role. Regardless of Bob 
J's intentions—and we have no reason to believe they 
aren't good—the love of his son will no doubt cloud his 
judgment as a guiding force in Randy's career. 

This phenomenon can also work in reverse. Some 
fathers try to live vicariously through their sons, trying to 
achieve what they couldn't during their own time. Worse, 
some parents expect their children to achieve greatness 
using their own methodology. 

A prime example is the Marvis-Joe Frazier saga of pro 
boxing. Every time Marvis took his lumps in the ring, his 
fatheritrainer, Joe, had a litany of excuses prepared for 
his son's postfight interview. 

Of course, “Smokin” Joe, a former Olympic medalist 
and heavyweight champion, wanted nothing more than 
for Marvis to duplicate his glory in the ring. However, it 
soon became apparent to everyone but Joe that Marvis 
didn't have his father’s talents. Joe's persisted in having 
Marvis fight Joe's way, and he eamed his son some 
wicked beatings in the ring. Eventually, Marvis came 
understand his own limitations—as well as his father's- 
and returned to his career as a preacher. 

Sad but true, parents often undercut their children's 
quest for greatness by insisting, sometimes to the 
grave, that they—the parents—know what's best for the 
child better than the child knows. The result is typically 
resentment. 

But Randy will never tell his father to back off, butt out, 
or keep his opinions to himself. What good son does 
that? Not Randy. If we've observed anything about 
Randy Orton, its that he has the utmost respect for his 
father. (Remember how he lambasted Roddy Piper at 
"WWE Homecoming" for not giving his father enough 
credi for boosting his career and not appreciating him the 
way he should have?) But how much of a strain would 
that put on the young superstar who no doubt will be gun- 
ning for current World champ Batista and another tite 
reign once his feud with The Undertaker has finally 
played itself out? 

Will Bob Orton Jr.'s involvement in his son's career 
have any value at all to Randy? In the short-term, it cant 


Randy has given UT some of his 
toughest matches of recent years 
(above), and whether he realizes it 
or not. he's at his best when he 
meets those legends head-on 
(below). When ne feels he must 
listen to and placate his ded, he's 
bound to get confused. 


hurt having an experienced, trustworthy hand watching 
his back as he does battle with Undertaker, perhaps the 
most accomplished and dangerous legend on his hit list 
It was Bob Jr.'s interference that allowed Randy to pin 
“The Dead Man" at SummerSlam. 

But the long-term prospects for Randy with his father 
by his side are much less rosy. The more influence Bob 
exerts over Randy's career, the less Randy can feel com. 
fortable just being Randy and not Bob Jr.'s son. And that 
would be a waste, because he's already accomplished 
far more than his father ever did in far less time. 

(Dr. Sidney M. Basil contributed to this article.) 


3 
n Bp A 


REPORT CARDS 
FOR THE STARS! 


EMEMBER REPORT CARD night when you were in grade school? Remember that ner- 
vous feeling you got in the pit of your belly while your parents were off with your teachers, 
Saying God-only-knows-what about you? 

Evaluations aren't always fun, but they are necessary, especially in the world of pro wrestling, 
In this business, objective analysis of a wrestler's strengths and weaknesses are hard to come 
by, since almost everyone's opinions seem influenced by some personal or political agenda. 
Here at PWI, the only agenda we have is to see the sport of wrestling thrive, which is why this 
might be the closest thing to an objective analysis of the stars as you're likely to find anywhere. 

Just like that seventh-grade teacher who made math class a living hell for you, we were pretty 
strict in our assessments. We're sure Jeff Jarrett won't be happy to see he received a "D' in 
Marketability, for example. But we called it as we saw it, and we stand by the grades we handed 
out, no matter how many people get upset. 

Of course, just like the report cards we all received in school, these report cards are based on 
‘specific criteria. Although wrestlers who receive bad grades might insist otherwise, we don't play 
favorites. Fan favorites like John Cena, Batista, and Chris Benoit get graded on the same criteria 
that Triple-H, Jeff Jarrett, and JBL get graded on. We call it right down the middle, and we let the 
past 12 months of results guide our decision-making. 

ich wrestler is graded in the following five categories: 

Did the wrestler do what he or she set out to do in 2005? If he was a top 
contender to a major title when the year began, did he win the title during the year? Did he have 
goals that revolved around life issues? (Championship gold isn't always the thing that matters 
most to a wrestler.) For example, Rob Conway scored a higher mark in Goal Achievement than 
Eddie Guerrero did, even though Guerrero was battling World champ Batista on PPV by year's 
end, and "The Con Man" is a lower mid-card performer for Raw. Why? Because Conway suc- 
cessfully reinvented himself as a singles wrestler after La Resistance split up, while Guerrero—a 
former WWE champion—underachieved for much of the past year. Guerrero is held to a higher 
standard. Keep in mind that the goals of no two wrestlers were exactly the same. 

ABRITY: t doesn't matter how great a wrestler you are—if you're not marketable, 
you're probably never going to make it to the top. Marketability can be measured in many ways: 
What kind of cheers—or boos—does he receive as he makes his way to the ring? How ara T- 
shirt, book, and DVD sales doing? Does he even have any that feature him? Has he landed any 
mainstream television or film roles? Or is he usually seen in group shots, just taking up space? 

Every wrestler's grappling style is different. Some prefer high-flying tactics. 

Others like to put their opponents on the mat and keep them there. Still others simply enjoy the 

thrill of overpowering their opposition. This category doesn't grade a wrestler for his choice of 

style, but rather how he utilized that style over the past year. Did he incorporate new maneuvers 
into his move set? Did he try to change styles, and if so, was he successful? Did other wrestlers 
who used a similar style outclass him whenever they stepped inside the ring together? 

1 GROWTH: Is he a more successful wrestler now than he was at the start of 2005? Is he 
more popular—or more hated—than he was at the beginning of he year? Is he better known? Winning 
titles—even the major ones—doesn't necessarily mean that a wrestler's career is on the upswing, 

OVERALL VALJE: What does he mean to the brand for which he wrestlers? Was the wrestler's 
presence on a card enough to sell tickets and increase pay-per-view buy rates? Did he become 
a more valuable member of the roster? Or was he reduced to wrestling in filler mid-card matches 
or on "B" shows? 

The grades are in, and we're sure some wrestlers aren't going to be happy. At least they 
know where they need to improve before next year's report cards are handed out. 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Cena has been on a roll ever since 
beating JBL for the WWE title at WrestleMania 21 and then 
transitioning seamlessly to Raw. The champ tumed back the 
challenge of a rejuvenated Chris Jericho, has consistently hu- 
miliated Raw General Manager Eric Bischoff, and stood up to 
Kurt Angle. Cena's efforts to become a crossover star have 
met with somewhat more modest success. His You Cant See 
Me rap CD and tour have done fairly well, but he's far from the 
ubiquitous mainstream presence The Rock and Steve Austin 
became while atop WWE. Wrestiing-wise, Cena's done every- 
thing he's set out to do. A convincing argument could be made 
that Cena has had an even better year than Batista. GRADE: A 


MARKETABILITY: While his white rapper persona turns off some 
people, the raucous reaction from the Chain Gang every time 
the champ is in the house attests to his strong connection with 
fans. Cena and Batista are the centerpieces of WWE's drive to 
create a new generation of diehard wrestling fans. The campaign 
has been at least partially successful, for which Cena deserves 
his share of credit. Among younger fans especially, there's not a 
more popular wrestler to be found in WWE than Cena, spinning 
title belt and all. GRADE: A 


REPERTOIRE: Cena’s style doesn't endear him to wrestling 

purists. He relies almost exclusively on power moves and 

doesn't aways execute them as crisply as possible. His FU 
finisher and five-knuckle shuffie are colorfully named and 
get the job done, but they're really little more than a fire- 
man's carry/bodyslam combination and a fistdrop, respec- 
tively. Cena, however, is so explosive that he overwhelms 
opponents. And when he needs to, he can wrestle a bit, 
too. If Cena can humble Angle, the best technical wrestler 
of his generation, even his harshest critics will have to 
rethink the notion that the champlon's unorthodox style 
will eventually lead to his downfall. GRADE: € 


CAREER GROWTEE Given all his accomplishments, it’s hard 
1o believe Cena has only been a pro for five years. Wres- 
tlers tend to enter their primes later man most other ath- 
letes, so the 28-year-old Cena figures to improve across 
the board over the next few years. That's an exciting thought 
for WWE and his Chain Gang, but a scary one for 
enemies. GRADE: A 


OVERALL VALUE: With the WWE now back on ti 
Network, the pressure on Cena to stay at the top of his game 
is greater than ever. While it would hardly be the end of 
the world for Cena if he dropped the title to the likes of Kurt 
Angle, the future will really look bright if Cena emerges from 
their title series still holding the gold aloft and proclaiming, 
“The champ is here!” GRABE: A 


MASTERS 


Chris Masters seemed to have one 
thing on his mind last year—getting everyone in WWE to 
notice his awesome power and impressive physique. If that, 
indeed, was his goal for 2005, his over-the-top ring entrance $ 
and Masterlock Challenges helped him achieve it in spades. 
Using litle more than a full-nelson, Masters dared everyone to 
try to overpower him. Masters was so confident in his abilities $ 
that he offered thousands of dollars to anyone who could $ 
escape his Masterlock. So far, nobody has. The bottom ine is 
he was basically a nobody at the start of the year ... and a key $ 
player for Raw by summer's end. He got noticed. = 


. TY: With his chiseled body, looks, and — 
ger, Masters should have been plastered all over everything 
WWE. But his inability to stay in the company's upper eche- 
lon and his middling talking skills prevented WWE from max. 
ing out on his potential in 2005. He's been given ample time B 
to make a huge splash, but so far he hasn't done enough to § 
leave fans or the mainstream media begging for more. Give $ 
him time, though. GRADE: C | 


E: The primary reason Masters failed to win a lot of |] 
big matches last year was his sparse in-ring repertoire. Masters 
can kick, punch, and clamp on a fullnelson. And there are a few 
other solid power moves in his arsenal. It might be enough to 
win matches against some Raw mid-carders, but it's not $ 
enough to become a consistent main-eventer or eventual $ 
champion. The fans—and more importantly, Vince Mc- 
Mahon—know a one. nec pony when they see one. Last year, 
Masters feuded with Shawn Michaels for several months. He 
leamed a few things and kept up with HBK better than a lt of B 
people expected, but he stil has a long way to go. E 

CAREER WTI: As 2005 wore on, Masters progressed Ja 
from participating in weekly Masterlock Challenges on 
Faw to an occasional Raw main event. But he didn’t take 
{ull advantage of the platform. Most of those matches $ 
were tag team matches in which some of his weaknesses 
could be hidden. Unfortunately for Masters, his progress 
in the ring didn't quite match his profile, but his career 
reached a new level nevertheless. En i 


ers face it—Vince McMahon likes young, | 
muscular performers. Chris Master is young and muscular, $ 
0 it wasn't surprising that he got so much TV time in 2005. $ 
He might have been pushed too hard too quickly for his own f 
good, but he could overcome that. McMahon clearly wants 
him to succeed. That aside, it would be hard to argue that 
} Master eamed that coveted “future of the sport" tag. His grade 
in tis category in 2006, after he's gotten another year of expe- 
rience, will tell us a lot more about him. 


MICHAEIsS 


CARDS 2005 € REPORT CARDS 2005 € 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Titles were an afterthought to Mi- 
chaels in 2005. No, the last year was all about building a 

legacy for HBK, and he certainly accomplished that. Not 
that he hadn't already built a pretty good one through his 
work in previous years, but with a high-profile victory over 
Kurt Angle and a wonderful performance in a losing effort 
against Hulk Hogan at SummerSlam, Michaels proved that 
he deserves to be remembered among the all-time greats 
by wrestling fans. Coming back from a neck injury at the 
hands of Kane to compete in so many high-profile matches 
last year was a testament not only to Michaels’ legendary 
abilities, but also his legendary heart. GRADE: A 


MARKETABILITY: Michaels was one of WWE's go-to guys 
when it came to boosting pay-per-view buy rates last year (no 
big surprise there), and he certainly lived up to expectations. 
He and Hogan deserve most of the credit for SummerSlam 
being such a box office bonanza. In 2005, "The Showstopper” 
solidified his reputation for turning in great performances when 
the spotlight shines brightest. But whether it's his faith-based 
perspective or desire for privacy, Shawn didn't make a big 
deal of his renewed prominence—at least not outside the 
sport. Michaels’ modesty may have deprived WWE and the 
sport of some mainstream pub. GRADE: B. 


REPERTOIRE: You won't catch Shawn rappelling into the ring 

on a 70-foot cable anymore. But his matches in 2005 showed 

that he can stil deliver his trademark maneuver—sweet chin 
music—with as much force and precision as ever. He can 
also dial up an aerial or high-risk move without tweaking his 
oft-injured back. Michaels, if nothing else, displayed tremer 
dous versatility and adaptability in 2005. Just ask Kurt Angle, 
who probably underestimated Michaels’ skills just a bit. Only 
à true professional like HBK can find the flexibility to remain 
so briliant in the ring for so long, an A 


CAREER GROWTH: Remaining a flagship performer in 
WWE at his age was impressive enough. That left Michaels 
with only one more mountain to climb—cementing his leg 
cy. Michaels solidified his status as a wrestling icon last 
year. Only another World WWE title victory and dominant 
championship reign in 2005 could have been more impres- 
sive. But he didn't need that, A A 


BVERALL VALUE: Is there any question that WWE knows 
where is bread is buttered? Michaels is that rare breed of 
current superstar with years of greatness behind him who is 

Stil vital to the current state of the sport as well as the future. 
The Flairs, Hogans, and Undertakers of professional wrestiing 
are most coveted due to their scarcity. Shawn Michaels should 

be placed in that same category. GRADE: A 


TRIPLE-H 


2005 + REPORT CARDS 2005 € REPORT 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Triple-H has the most ambitious set of 
goals in wrestling. Not only does he want to hold the World 
(or WWE) title, but he wants to overshadow the legacy of 
his hero, Ric Flair. Good luck, pal. “The Game" is fortunate 
in that he has something no other WWE superstar does— 
the benefit of time. Having Vince McMahon has his father- 
in-law means Triple-H doesn’t have to worry about getting a 
pink slip. He doesn’t have to push as hard as other competi- 
tors because he knows title shots will come. He's like a spi- 
der in a web. If he wails long enough, his prey will come to 
him. And when it does, he'll be ready. GRADE: B 


MARKETABILITY: As with Jeff Jarrett, many insiders are divid- 
ed about whether Triple-H is one of WWE's most marketable 
stars. He has sold tons of merchandise and been a part of 
some of WWE's most viewed matches, but he has also seen 
TV ratings, PPV buys, and event attendance dwindle during 
his days on top (which can't necessarily be blamed directly 
on him). That's part of the double-edged sword of marrying 
Stephanie McMahon. No matter how good Triple-H is, there. 
will always be people who insist he did what he did because 
of the influence he has. Still, you can't argue with the num- 
ber of Triple-H T-shirts out there, and Hunter always seems 
to pop up in mainstream magazines to favorably promote 
WWE. Despite his shortcomings and the protests of his crit 
ics, HHH equals money. BRADE: A 


REPERTUIRE: Hunter has been a heel for so long that you 
forget just how skilled he can be. Over the years, we have 
seen him apply dozens of submission holds, from sharp- 

shooters to Indian deathlocks and crossfaces to figure- 
four leglocks. He has matched power with the monsters 
and gone hold-for-hold with the scientific marvels. We're. 

just frustrated that he stil feels the need to use a sledge- 

hammer so often. GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: Triple-H is the man to beat in WWE. He 
has been at the top for the past five years or so, and there's 
really not much higher he can go. That being said, he has 
gone more than six months without a championship belt 
around his waist, so he has been in a bit of a Iul. BRADE: B. 


OVERALL VALUE: Triple-H is the most valuable wrestler on 
the WWE roster in that he is an accomplished main- 
eventer with name recognition to mainstream fans. Does 
he do enough to elevate young talent? Probably not. Is 
he very protective of his spot at the top? Probably to a 
fault at times. Even when you factor in those negatives, 
however, you can't argue that WWE doesn't need him. Ad 
mit it -you missed him when he took his hiatus from TV 
this summer/fall. GRADE: A 


| 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Edge has become one of Raw: 

‘most controversial figures, a role he seems to relish and 

use to his advantage. The more bent Edge's opponents 

are on destroying him, the more Edge and Lita eag them 
on. Amazingly, Edge scored decisive victories over the dan- 
gerous Kane in both a cage match and a stretcher malch— 
two bouts in which Kane had an advantage on paper. Edge 
followed that up by getting the best of Matt Hardy in one of 
most violent and intensely personal feuds WWE (or any pro- 
motion) has seen in years. With the exception of dropping a 
cage match to Hardy at Unforgiven, Edge won nearly every 
showdown, including a loser-leaves-Raw ladder match at 
"Homecoming." The only thing Edge hasn't done of late is 
win a title. GRABE: A 


MARKETABILITY: With the exception of Triple-H, JBL, and, 
arguably, Randy Orton, there's hardly a wrestler on the WWE 
roster whom fans (and certain fellow wrestlers) would more like 
to see left laying in the ring than Edge. When a heel wrestler 
makes fans’ blood boil, he's gold to his promotion. M A 


REPERTOIRE: Edge possesses an intriguing combination of 
size (8 4 240) and above-average execution , or should 
we say Edge-a-cution? He also uses a spear effectively to 
set up a finisher. We could do without him naming so many 
moves after himself at various times—he'll also break out 
what he calls the Edge-o-matic and the Edge-a-cator—but 
there's no questioning their effectiveness. GRADE: B. 


CAREER GROWTH: The erstwhile tag team specialist and 
tan favorite has evolved into one of the top heels in WWE. 
But Edge now stands at a crossroads. His romantic rela- 
tionship with Lita—while it brought much personal scorn 
down on him—has served him quite well professionally to 
this point. But to take the next step, Edge needs to move 
past blood feuds into the WWE title picture. At some point, 
as he transitions from being the hunted (Kane and Hardy 
feuds) to the hunter (a title challenger), having Lita around 
might become more of a distraction than a help. BRADE: A 


OVERALL VALJE: Like him or hate him, Edge is just enter- 
ing the prime of his career and has established himsé 
one of the top performers in WWE. It would not be at all 
shocking if he won the WWE title in the near future. He'll 
need to do that sooner or later to keep his momentum 
going. I'll be hard to match the intensity and ferocity of 
his feud with Hardy. And a sudden change of direction 
from heel back to fan favorite is unlikely. Edge's image 
would need a lot of repair. If Lita turned her back on him or 
another heel were to jump him, most fans would think Edge 
only got what he deserved. GRABE: A 


dani ACHIEVEMENT: Carlito Caribbean Cool sure knows 
how to make an impact. He's done that on both WWE brands. 
In his first televised Smackdown match, Carlito captured the 
US. tile. But that was last year. To prove it was no fluke, in 
his first televised Raw match after being drafted this spring, 
he captured the Intercontinental championship from Shelton 
Benjamin. All he really wanted to do during the second haf 
of 2005 was become a major player with Raw. We'd argue 
that he achieved that goal in style. GRABE: A 


MARKETABILITY: The apple orchards of America should get 
together and thank Carlito for helping to make their industry 
cool. With an apple from which to bite, an afro the size of his 
native Puerto Rico, and that classic spitting, uh, mannerism, 
there's litle that cant be marketed when it comes to this sec- 
‘ond-generation wrestler. As our report card came due, Triple-C 
had begun selling his Bad Apple T-shirts and was getting a 
good response to them. This is another category in which Cool 
excels. Although he's a heel, when you look at the marketing of 
other wrestlers on the Raw roster compared to him, Carlito will 
tell you that is like comparing apples to oranges. GRADE: A 


REPERTOIRE: Admittedly, this is not Carlito's strong point 
yet. He's not exactly famous for putting on five-star clinics. 
Then again, it could be argued that his charisma and ability 
to perform under pressure outweigh that. He began to grow 
as our grading period came to a close, though. In Sep- 
tember 2005, Cool's feud with Ric Flair played out, and he 
showed the world what he could do when put into a solid 
feud with a strong, experienced opponent. The bottom 
line on this one is that Carlito probably has more ring 
skills than he lets most opponents see yet. That might 
actually be part of his strategy. GRADE: C 


CAREER GROWTH: Carito is on his way to being more than 
just another two-bit player for a brand that can forget mid- 
carders quicker than it can make them. Recently, during 
WWE's big move to the USA Network, the company featured 
Cool alongside Triple-H and John Gena in many ads. Billed 
as "The Bad Apple,” Carlito has the distinctive look and per- 
sona that could take him places quickly. BRADE: A 


OVERALL VALUE: This second-generation wrestler has 
gone out of his way to force us to appreciate his worth. By 
making such huge splashes in his initial appearances for 
the two WWE brands, the big-haired assassin solidified 
his value to the company. No one can stop this young 
sensation from achieving his dream, or at least so he says. 
He has a good thing going right now, and as time goes on, 
we expect he's only going to improve and move into con- 
tention for the WWE title. Cool? Cool. RABE: B. 


i, * Trish has held the WWE women's 
| championship since New Year's Revolution. She has been 


the most dominant woman wrestler in the U.S. and is the 
woman after whom most other aspiring female wrestlers pat- 
tern themselves. She has done all she can do in wrestling at 
this point. Six women's titles, WWE's Diva of the Decade for 
the 1990s, PWI's Woman of the Year for 2002 and 2003— 
what else do you want? Trish missed five months due to 
injury in 2005 and never got revenge on Lita after Kane beat 
her then-charge Viscera at Backlash, but those are the only 
blemishes on an otherwise-impeccable record, : 
ETABILITY: it simply isn't possible for a WWE diva to 
be any more marketable than Trish. So darn sexy and yet so 
tough, with fantastic wrestling skills and an outgoing, engag- 
ing personality. She's like a buxom alien from Planet Per- 
fection. 


E Trish has been extremely effective in setting up 
her Stratustaction finisher with either the running bulldog or 
| her vaunted chick kicks (or a combination of the two). She isn't 
a scientific marvel like Benoit or Regal, but she knows enough 
to slip out of a submission hold before her opponent can lock 
itin, to duck a move Matrix style, or to get to the ropes if she 
is in trouble. Generally, that is all she needs. um. 


: Trish is looking for new challenges, but 
WWE just isn't throwing any her way. She is too talented 
1o be feuding with models with just a few months of pro 
training. Admittedly, Victoria is a worthy contender, but 

| Trish has beaten her several times. If Victoria gets an 

unlimited number of title shots, she'll eventually win the 
belt due to the law of averages alone. WWE isn't doing 
Trish any favors. It's letting her go too long without a 
challenge, which can rob her of her competitive advan- 
tage. WWE is letting her grow stagnant, and that is sim- 
ply a crime. BRABE: 


E Trish's value might be slightly diminished 
because of all he divas WWE has brought in courtesy of the 
diva searches. After all, a case could be made that Trish is 
not only not the hottest woman in WWE, but she might not 
even crack the top five. We would disagree, but with so 
many beautiful women around WWE, Trish just isn't 
unique. Of course, she is one of only three WWE women 
f| who can really wrestle (along with Victoria and Lita), but 

WWE hasn't shown much commitment to the women’s 
division lately. Trish is still invaluable because she's a great 
wrestler, a gorgeous woman, and exactly the type of lady 
WWE would like to promote to the mainstream media, But 
she's not the irreplaceable diva she once was. E 
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ENT: Although not without its highlights, f 
2005 was not a stellar year for Angle. On the bright side, 
Angle forced Shawn Michaels to tap out in a phenomenal 
WrestleMania 21 match. But the Olympic gold medalist men 
spent much of the year toying with decidedly less accom- ] 
plished wrestlers who participated in the Kurt Angle Invit- 
ational, trying to win Angle's gold medal. Angle even briefly 
lost the medal to Eugene. Yes, Angle recovered it, but he 
put himself in a no-win situation from the start. Angle's move 
from Smackdown to Raw paid dividends when he shifted his 
focus to where it should have been all along—trying to un- 
seat John Cena for the WWE title. 

MARKETABRITY: While he's unlikely to have the professional 
longevity enjoyed by Danny Hodge, Verne Gagne, Jack Brisco, 
‘or Bob Backlund, it's reasonable to say Angle is the most 
accomplished amateur ever to make the successful leap to the $ 
pro ranks. What's more, Angle is more charismatic than any of 4 
the aforementioned grapplers. His intensity allows him to per- f 
form as either a never-say-die fan favorite or a vicious heel, 
depending on his current direction. Angle is widely regarded as jf 
the very best in his profession, and he continues to be a great 
spokesman for the company when called upon. EA 

REP There's no one in the sport with a more com- 
plete arsenal of suplexes, takedowns, and submission holds 
than Angle. He can apply his anklelock in a hurry and when he 
does, the match is usually over within a few seconds. He com- 
plements that finisher with above-average power and the abil 
Hy to outslug an opponent in a brawl. The only thing that B 
sometimes holds Angle back is his tendency to start slowly § 
and waste time taunting the opposition. When Angle finally 
feels threatened, he pulls down the shoulder straps on his 
singlet and rallies, amu 


CAREER GROWTH: It's hard to believe Angle has been a pro 
for six years. While he spent much of 2005 going in circles, 
he did so with much tumult and shouting. At 37, he stil could 


be a few years away {rom the downside of his career. Never 
theless, Angle can't afford to spend another year basically 
looking to keep himself amused. Cena presents the one and 
only challenge he needs to worry about. At some point, Angle 
might also cross paths with Batista, whose size and power 
would present a stylistic dilemma. GRADE: € 


'erry Funk has said that at its best, pro 
wrestling offers a litle bit of everything: athleticism, show- 
manship, action, drama, comedy, believabilty, and sheer luna- 
cy. Vince McMahon has rarely put a premium on the wresting $ 
credibility of his roster, but Angle is a special case. Great on 
the mike, even better in the ring. & 


DAL ACHIEVEMENT: A 17th world title wasn't in the cards for 

Flair in 2005. So like all aging superstars, Flair's primary objec- 
| 
| 


tive was to stay relevant. He accomplished that by remaining 
aligned with Triple-H, arguably the top star in WWE. That part- 
nership dissolved when Triple-H, following a three-month-plus 
hiatus, attacked Flair at "Homecoming." The "Nature Boy" took 
a home beating, but he emerged in a no-lose situation. So he's 
standing across the ring from Triple-H instead of in his corner. 
Bottom line: He's still tied to Triple-H, and that will keep him near 
the top of the card. Plus, Flair turned a personal affront on "Car- 
lito's Cabana" into his first Intercontinental tle reign. Whoooooo! 


A ITY: He had success with his To Be The Man auto- 
biography and DVD in the last few years. And he still has the 
lair name to trade on. That's what 33 years of greatness will do 
for you. But time has taken its toll, so even his staunchest fans 

| realize the jet-iyin', imousine-rigin’, Kiss-stealin', wheelin-dealin 
| son of a gun persona he tries to effect is a stretch at this point. 
While Flair did give the requisite newspaper and radio interviews 

| i^ 2005, he didn't really use his stature to increase his visibility in 
the mainstream press. And even though Flair was involved in. 


several main events, he wasn't the main attraction. BRADE: 


E: A valid complaint shared by fans and fellow per. 
formers is that Flair was incapable of turning in anything other 
than a Bie Flair" match. That meant plenty of knife-edge 

| chops, eyepokes, awkward back bodydrops, figure-fours, and 


| bleeding, Once upon a time, that fare was more than enough 

to overcome foes and keep fans on the edge of their seats. In 
| 2005 (and probably before that), Flair's in-ting game became 
| a bit t00 predictable. EC 


EEJ l: How much growth can we expect from a 
56-year-old 16-time former world champion? Probably about 
as much as Flair delivered. The Intercontinental title doesn't 
have the same prestige it once did. But it did afford Flair a 
sense of accomplishment. And because there were fewer 

avenues for a wrestler of his age to advance his career, his 
Victory over Carlito and subsequent titie defenses shouldn't be 

| underestimated. GRADE: € 
OVERALL * By virtue of his association with Triple-H 
and his LC title reign, Flair increased his value to WWE, 
f| though not in a huge way. Still, a living legend like Flair, even 
at 56, is worth a lot to any promotion lucky enough to have 
him. Yes, he's slower in the ring. Yes, he's predictable. And, 
sure, his boastiuiness belies the ravages of time on his body. 
However, he'll always get a wonderful crowd reaction. So Flair 


was still a key member of the Raw roster in 2005. BRI 


ENT: Let's break this category into two time 
periods. From January through June, La Resistance had a $ 
three-week reign as Raw tag team champions and spent 
the next four months squabbling and mostly losing match 
es. But since Conway finally split with Sylvan Grenier and 
became "The Con Man," he has successfully distanced him- 
self from his persona as a sniveling Francophile and re- 
made himself into one of the freshest and most arrogant 
young prospects on the Raw roster. GRAD 


u 's really too soon to tell whether “The Con 
Man" can or will become a marketable character. Conway s 
dangerously close to becoming one of those cheesy charac: A 
ters that ruled WWE in the early-1990s. Couldn't you just see 
The Con Man teaming with The Repo Man, for instance? But 


anyone willing to get into a ring filled with wrestling legends, 

as Conway did at the "Raw Homecoming" card in October, 

and say the show wasn't an “old folks homecoming” definitely 

has some comic potential, not to mention guts. Those are $ 

very marketable qualities. Plus, he has plenty of sex appeal 
or so the ladies tell us. E 


E: Conway's grappling skills haven't quite kept 
pace with his growing arrogance. He likes to target the 
neck and head with his array of neckbreakers and DDTs, 
and his ego trip finisher is impressive. But he’s an old- 
fashioned brawler and not very adept at 7 
can or aerial styles. He needs to diversify a bit to s 
ceed against well-rounded wrestlers like Shelton Benja. 
min and Edge. GRA 


Conway went from teaming with Nick 
"Eugene" Dinsmore in Ohio Valley Wrestling to tag team 
gold in WWE in 2004. Now he has put that behind him and 
is bravely stepping out on his own, and starting to make 
headway as a singles competitor. Really, Conway is fol 
lowing the ideal career path. He makes more and more $ 
progress with each small step he takes. Barring a critical 

misstep (such as forming a new tag team or instigating a 
feud with Kane or The Big Show), Conway should continue 
to develop into a bona fide title contender. & 


| 
ov VALUE: Right now, Conway isn't that important a | 
player on the Raw brand, but we expect big things out of 
him. The fact that he was tapped to interrupt the legends | 
ceremony on the biggest Raw of the year shows us that I 
WWE Creative probably has big plans for Conway. With a 
little more polish and some more time on the mike, Conway $ 
could develop into the next Carlito and become a fix 
Intercontinental champion. But it he tries to push himself t 
far too fast, it could ruin him. 


| 
; 


| 


* Snitsky burst into wrestling fans’ con- 
sciousness by torturing Lita and Kane in 2004. Most wrestlers 
would have used that suocess to advance their careers. Snitsky 
used it to reveal his foot fetish. Not a great leap forward in 2005 
for big Gene. A more expected progression would have seen 
Snitsky work his way into IC tile contention and maybe even 
eam World or WWE title shots (he got one match with John 
Cena on Raw and lost). Instead, Snitsky seemed content to 
bounce around the mid-card and try his hand at some table and 
hardcore matches. In 2005, it appeared as if he didn't set any 
goals, much less achieve them. A man of his size and ferocity 
should have accomplished more. 


E Snitsky is a scary-ooking dude with a frighten- 
ing persona. But he comes off more sick than sinister, and fans. 
aren't sure what to think. Apparently, lighting Jim Ross on fire is 
cool in a way that causing a miscarriage isn't—although chants of, 
“it wasn't my fault” nearly caught on. Selling an ugly, baby. ing. 
foot-sniffing maniac to the masses is tough. Maybe WWE should 
have played up his legitimate athletic background, GR 


E: Not much to speak of here. Snitsky is a big man 
relies on a big man's game—anything that lets him us 
ize and strength. That approach worked well against 
ller opponents. But he was clearly outclassed by Kane 
and Big Show. Also, the mental gymnastics he uses to try to 
Psych out opponents lost some of their impact as 2005 wore 


his si 


If 2005 was an indication of what's to 
come for Snitsky, he seems destined to be one of those "glue 
guys" championship teams always talk about—medioore 
wrestlers whose unspectacular performances allow more tal- 
ented folks to shine. You really have to question Snitsky's pr. 
rites, if not his sanity. Instead of reading poetry at Edge and 
Lias wedding, for example, he could have challenged Edge 
to a "Money In The Bank" ladder match. In the end, all Snitsky 
got for his efforts was a whiff of Lita's dogs. If that's all he 
wanted, 2005 was a smashing success. 


E: To be fair, "glue guys" are necessary to any 
organization's success. Not every performer can be a super- 
star. Snitsky proved that last year. But that doesn't mean he 
was a waste of a roster spot. WWE needs big, able-bodied 
men that can compel fans to watch them. As disgusting as 
they were, Snitsky's exploits compelled fans to watch at 

times. Besides, WWE must cultivate potential opponents 
aside from Kurt Angle for wildly popular WWE champ John 
Cena. Problem was, Snitsky didn't do much in 2005 to indicate 
he's ready to make that step. So you'd have to wonder coming 
Y 2005, just how valuable was he? GRABE: €. 


Kane spent too much time last year 
battling mid-card performers such as Edge and Snitsky in- 
stead of mounting a concerted effort to win the World or 
WWE title. WWE got lots of mileage from the bizarre and 
complicated Edge-Lita-Kane love triangle (before Matt Har- 
dy returned), but for a man of Kane's size and skills, spoil- 
ing an in-ring wedding shouldn't be the highlight of any 
Il year. And he shouldn't have struggled to the degree that he 

By cid against Edge. We didn't expect him to dominate every 
B] match, but we expected more from him in the stretcher and 
| coe matches the two men had. È 


| 


LITY: Kane was one of the latest WWE super- 
stars to make his way to Hollywood, devoting time from his 
2005 schedule to film See No Evil, which is tentatively set to 
be released in March 2006. Assuming his performance is at 
least decent, that should only endear him even more to 
WWE fans, who showed last year that they enjoy rather than 


reject his evil, sadistic exploits. GRABE: 


ERTOIRE: Early in 2005, Kane added an illegal, but rather 
| effective maneuver to his repertoire. He'd lodge opponents’ 
heads in the hinges of a folding chair and deliver a legdrop 

| ‘rom the top rope. He wasn't able to incorporate the maneu. 
ver into many of his matches, but the move did put both Shawn 
Michaels and Snitsky on the injured reserve list for a while. 
| Aside from this advance, Kane used his old staples: kicks, 
| punches, choke-slams, clotheslines, and the occasional. 
tombstone piledriver. “The Big Red Machine" is the kind of 
wrestler who would stand to benefit in a huge way by 
adding two or three new holds/movas to his arsenal. He 
didn't do that in 2005. 


: By virtue of his appearance in See No 
Evil, Kane has set himself up for good things in the 
future. But in the confines of a WWE ring, he didn't do 
much to convince WWE honchos that he's championship 
material. He seems destined to be a guy who makes his 
living just below the main event level. Kane seems happi- 
est when he's playing head games with other WWE su- 
perstars or inflicting his insidious brand of violence on 
them. Hasn't it always been that way? GRADE: G 


LL VALUE: Despite a lackluster in. ing year for Kane, 
he increased his value to WWE by getting into movies. But 
that shouldn't overshadow the contribution he made in 
terms of Raw feuds. His evil persona provided WWE Cre- 

ative with ample opportunity to get Kane involved in some 

compelling storylines in 2005. Look at it this way: Watching 
d ERE Rob Conway, for example, get the tables turned on him by 
rere ene Lita just wouldn't have been as interesting. & 


gan A 


CIIEVENIENT: Viscera just wanted to get his name 
back out there in 2005. Honestly, we didn’t think that was 
likely at all, but surprise—his love machine gimmick made 
that happen. Stil, big Vis maxed out at the middle of the 
mid-card and became better known for what his character N 
supposedly did in the bedroom than what he accomplished MR 
in the ring. Regardless, wrestling fans talked about Viscera. 

tor the first time in a long time last year. Heck, we could 
even argue that he was one of the year's top guilty plea- 
sures for a lot of fans. GRABE 


WWE pushed Viscera as far as he could 
9o as a ladies man. (Who knew smoking jackets were made 
in his size?) Even Vince McMahon couldn't find a way to 
‘sustain a lot of enthusiasm for a 500-pound African-Amer- 
ican that sports a blond mohawk and ice-blue eyes. 
cera's push was fun in small doses while it lasted, but it was 
a stretch to believe that Trish Stratus—or even Lilian Gar- 
cia—would ever fall for him. And WWE was wise not to try to 
sell us Viscera T-shirts or other merchandise featuring his $ 
likeness. They probably wouldn't have been hot sellers. $ 
Let's face it: Viscera could only go so far at this stage of his. 
career. Last year he got there, GRADE: 


TOME: Splashes, splashes, and a lot more splashes. $ 
That was pretty much all we got—and all we should have 
expected to get—out of Viscera in 2005. You could say he. 
added that repulsive, grinding thing to his act. But that 
move seemed to disgust a lot more people than it enter- 
tained. Just as Viscera's look limited his marketability, his 
physical conditioning limited him in the ring. Relatively 
speaking, Viscera played his hand rather well 


E t When was the last time fans really $ 
gave a hoot about Viscera? Let's think about that one for $ 
a few seconds. Maybe not since his King Mabel days a 
decade ago. Viscera went from a non-roster performer to 
one of the promotion's more entertaining comedy wres 
tlers in 2005. True, his time in the spotlight was short- 
lived, and he didn't exactly take advantage of his new- 
found popularity. But there's no question Viscera helped 
his career in 2005. & J | 


company peaked in mid-summer, and his involvement 


E: Sad but true, Viscera's value to =i 
waned as 2005 rolled on. Viscera is all about shock 


appeal. Now that the most shocking program for his 
character has been tapped, WWE will be hard-pressed 
to follow its own act. Unfortunately for big Vis, a wres- 
tler with his limitations might require too much work to 
resuscitate. 


BIG SHOW 


IS 


EMENT: In light of his physical tools, not to men- 

tion the massive investment WWE has made in Show, any- 
thing less than a WWE or World title reign should be unaccept- 
able. He worked his way into contention against then-WWE 
champ John Bradshaw Layfield in a barbed-wire steel cage 
match at No Way Out, but failed to walk away with the gold. 
That's the closest he came to reaching his goal in 2005. He 
remains popular, but do fans consider Big Show a freak show or 
a legitimate title contender at this point? BRADE: 


LTY: Big Show's freakish size and outgoing per- 
sonality kept him in the mainstream media to some degree 
last year. He's no stranger to the talk show circuit and is never 
afraid to speak his mind. But in 2005, as well as in years past, 
Show didn't do much to cultivate that larger-than-life aura 
Andre the Giant had. Of course, Show's questionable condi- 
tioning and ever-changing look (clean-shaven today, goatee 
tomorrow) have made it difficult for WWE to put its weight 
squarely behind him. However, there have been rumblings 
about him and Kurt Angle becoming a two-man comedy team 
for an upcoming movie. No kidding. 


Even if his girth hadn't robbed him of a lot of his 
mobility, there are only so many ticks a wrestler of Shows size 
can pull out of his hat. Even when pushed, Show rarely ven- 
tured outside of his abilties, and relied on his choke-slam and 
open. handed chops to overwhelm opponents in 2005. There 
was litle reason for him to use anything other than his natural 
[| endowments. There might soon come a time when Show will 
be required to shake things up, but a conservative approach 
served him well enough in 2005. T 


c k While on the Smackdown roster, Show 
only had one more rung to cmb before he reached the top 
of the ladder. He fell short, but always managed to stay in- 
volved in the upper echelon. The move to Raw didn't help. 
On the more prominent brand, he was mired in the me card 
fighting opponents like Snitsky. He's actually more removed 

from the titie hunt now than this time last year. In that regard, 

Show's career has regressed, not grown. The most frustrating 

part is that every time Show looks to be in better fighting 

shape, he seems to take another step backward. & 


E: When you consider how much WWE 
spent to lock up Big Show for 10 years in 1999, it's diffi- 
Ñ cult to envision a time when Vinnie Mac will be satisfied 

with the return on his investment. However, a relatively 
athletic giant is a commodity worth keeping. But heading in 
the wrong direction in 2005, as Show mostly did, can't in- 
crease his value to WWE—even if fans pop the instant his 


entrance music plays. GRADE: © 


t It has to be difficult to follow in the B 
footsteps of an accomplished wrestling family. especially. 
when your uncle is still one of the top stars in the business. 
There have been a few times over the years when Chavo 
Jr. has tried to break away from the Guerrero family name 
by instigating feuds with Uncle Eddie. Their most recent 
clash, at the 2004 Royal Rumble, was a disaster for Chavo, 
as Eddie destroyed him in convincing fashion. Chavo has 
never been the same since (and missing time due to injuries: 
inflicted by Billy Kidman's shooting star press didn't help). 
But spurning his family name to become a comedy charac- 
ter isn't the best way to go. Even when he was an emotional 
ly unstable heel, Chavo was respected for his talents. Kerwin $ 
White is having a hard time earning respect from anyone § 
‘except his caddy. 


Y: Chavo has the pure skills and family name 
to become a draw, particularly among Hispanic fans. Kerwin $ 
White is a joke, and not a particularly funny one. WWE prob. 
ably realizes that trying to sell Kerwin White golf shirts, golf J 
clubs, or sweaters wouldn't work. GRADE: 


E: Chavo is one of the top cruiserweights in the 
sport. No one can deny that. It just bewilders us that he is 
willing to de-emphasize all the skills he has in favor of hit- 
ling people with his golf clubs and relying on outside inter. 
ference. Does he really think Kerwin White will take him to 
the top of WWE? GRADE: 


i: Obviously, we're not big fans of the Ker- 
win White character. It's not necessarily the gimmick. May- 
be it would work with a young developmental wrestler. 
Mike Mondo could have made a good Kerwin White, for 
example. It just appears to be such a huge step back: 
ward for Chavo. He shouldn't have to rely on this sort of 
gimmickry to get noticed. With all the layoffs WWE has 
made, maybe he would have been on the chopping block 
if he hadn't gone along with the makeover. If that's the 
case, at least Chavo stil has a job. But maybe leaving WWE 
and exploring other options would give him a better 
‘opportunity for growth. B 

L = Chavo is still a terrific wrestler, and 
WWE can count on him to deliver solid matches every 
time he's in the ring. But there's really no long-term 
value to him as Kerwin White. Maybe he could have a 
lot of value if one day live on Raw, he tore off the golf 
outfit and ripped WWE for forcing him to denounce his 
heritage. It could turn him into a hot fan favorite. We 
can hope. Maybe Chavo Classic will return and set him 
straight. LE 


Given Eugene's limitations and volatile 

| relationship with Raw GM Eric Bischoff, his goals for 2005 
[| weren't clearly defined. His gold medal "victory" in Raw's Kurt 
Angle Invitational reminded all that he deserves to be taken 
seriously as a competitor. Plus, he won the affection of Christy 

| Hemme before she was traded to Smackdown. Eugene entered 


2005 as a Raw tag team champion (with William Regal), but 
their reign was shortived, as Eugene botched a dropkick and 
‘blew out his knee early in the year. The injury killed Eugene's 
chances of capitalizing on that success. EC 


Eugene is still a somewhat popular character. 
And his ability to frustrate Angle, Muhammad Hassan, and other 
wrestlers certainly endeared him to some of the WWE faithful. 
Hi) Playing the underdog in WWE made him lovable to all for a while, 
but by the end of his feud with Angle, a number of people were 
[ booing him. Unfortunately, Eugene's singular appeal also limits 
| his ability to gamer mainstream press. His pre-WrestleMania For- 
| rest Gump skit may have been a big hit internally, but being a cre- 
ation of WWE restricts his crossover appeal. We were expecting 
another dimension of Eugene's character to emerge in 2005, but 

it never happened. @ 


A big part of what makes Eugene so compelling 
is his ability to execute complex technical or physically de- 
manding maneuvers with instant recall. The other side of that 
||| ability is that virtually every maneuver in his arsenal is bor- 
HM) rowed. Sure, Eugene inspires a big reaction when he Hulks 

up or drops a people's elbow. And a lot of fans loved it when 
ne tried to use an Angle slam on the move's originator. Even 
I taking his limitations and injury into account, it was not be- 
ond reason to expect Eugene to add something new to his 
|||| repertoire in 2005. He didn't. nnn c 


EEI : All things considered, Eugene didn't do all 
that much to advance his career in 2005. He was twice in a posi- 
tion to achieve bigger and better things, but let both opportunities 
slip away. As noted eartier, a mistimed dropkick resulted in a dis- 
I| located kneecap, which led to the end of his tag title reign. Then 
he failed to capitalize on the momentum he gained by outfoxing 
Ill] Angle. who then destroyed Eugene at SummerSiam. & 


LUE: Eugene didn't necessarily translate into 
more ticket sales or pay-per-view buys for WWE in 2005. But 
he still served two critical functions for the company. First, he 

| was a wrestler the fans want to put their support behind. 
They react to Eugene mostly positively, and that's all you 

J can ask for from a performer. But he was also skilled enough 

| to serve as a good test for young wrestlers looking to take that 


J next step. However, he might need a total character overhaul 
to continue to be valuable in 2006. mu 


for Shelton Benjamin, this category is A^ 
tricky. Did he achieve his goals? Well, it depends on what jf 
those goals were. He turned in an impressive showing at 
WrestleMania 21's "Money In The Bank" six-way ladder match. $ 
Then again, he lost. Hey, he was also Intercontinental cham- 
pion for the year's first six months. Then again, he lost that, 

too. Actually, by the time our grading period had come to a 
close, Benjamin had managed to do little except lose to Chris | 
Masters and get beaten up by Kerwin White. Welcome to e | 
“Its a shame, he has so much potential” club, kid. 


Benjamin is a young, good-looking kid with $ 
a style that appeals to diehard fans. The problem right now is § 
that we don't know if Benjamin can be marketable. He hasn't 
had a chance to show much personality. He gets an occasion- 
al microphone time, but that's it. WWE wants to focus on his 
wrestling, not his talking. For now anyway. Then again, its $ 
tough to be really marketable without being given the chance 
to speak and explain your motivation. Is a shame. He might 
be better than people think given more chances. GRABE € 
TOME: This is where Benjamin can really excel. In 
the ring, he can hold his own with any opponent, no matter 
the level of ability. That's perhaps his strongest asset 
Shelton could wrestle 20 opponents in 20 nights and still 
not cycle through all the moves in his repertoire. Plain and MM 
simple, this former collegiate All-American can wrestle. He 
doesn't really want to talk. You don't see that in too many $ 
wrestlers anymore, E 


| 
E It's only uphill from here for Mr. Sen- 
jamin. He stil has yet to wrestle as a heel on his own in 
WWE. That's something for the former Intercontinental 
champion to think about. Another LC title run isn't out of 
the question. Then again, the WWE title would look nice 
around his waist as well. He developed into a strong IC 
champ during the year's first half, than became a forgot 
ten man during the second half. But all he should be doing 
is focusing on his future. If he does, his successes could 
be unimaginable. The last year, though ... just average on 
the whole. Lets just forget about that second half, though 
Happy thoughts. Happy thoughts. @ | 


JE: The bottom line with a guy like Benjamin $ 
is that he has value. No matter how he's portrayed or 
with whom he's feuding, Benjamin will try to make tne fl 
most out of his situation and give 100 percent every ime $ 
the bell rings. That's a quality that most matchmakers oo 
for these days. Better to be the go-to guy when you need a 
good match than to be a no-to guy that never gets to wres- 
tle on TV at all, right? GRADE: 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Hurricane and Rosey surprised a few 
people in April when they captured the Raw tag tile. Long writ- 
ten off as sily, second-rate superheroes, the litle green man 
and his partner in training shook off a humiliating performance 
against Triple-H and grabbed the gold. Although they later lost 

o Lance Cade and Trevor Murdoch, this duo definitely 

ched their goal. At the start of the year, even in a watered- 
down tag division, few expected them to win the belts, much 
less hold them for a prolonged period of time. It was a modest 

goal in 2005, but i's what they wanted. GRADE: A 


MARKETABILITY: Stand back, there's a Hurricane coming 
through. That's their theme song. In a year of devastating 
storms that have destroyed entire cities, Hurricane and Rosey 
continued to come out with that blaring over the PA. Its like a 
wrestler in the 1930s being named "Polio.” Its sort of hard to 
market yourself to kids when you share a name with a natural 
disaster that has caused so much pain to so many. GRABE: B 


REPERTOIRE: Hurricane and young Roosevelt do stand apart 
from the rest of the pack. How? Well, as a unit, these two 
know how to combine the serious elements of wrestling with 
the ability to have fun. With their jovial attitudes, both men 
use innovative maneuvers that more hard-nosed competitors 
might not try. They appear to be goofing off, but in reality, it's 
an intelligent and innovative game plan. Opponents are 
lulled into a false sense of security and can get smashed by 
Rosey's power before they know it. Just as they're reeling, 
Hurricane attacks from the air. Top to bottom, you stand the 
chance of getting rocked when you step into the ring with 
Raw's resident superfriends. GRADE: B 


CAREER GROWTH: You can't deny that these two men 

have figuratively leapt a tall building or two in a single 
bound during the last year. The success of the dynamic 
duo seemingly came from nowhere and showed everyone 
that they were serious about winning matches. It's hard for 
any twosome to experience a ton of career growth in 
WWE anymore, what with the company's de-emphasis on 
tag teams, but they did improve their standing. Assuming 
WWE doesn't do away with tag team championships alto- 
gether, the future of these two looks fairly bright, especially 
if they ditch the theme song. GRADE: B 


OVERALL VALUE: Any former tag team champions almost 
have to have some value. In this case, Hurricane and Rosey 
have all the attributes necessary to achieve tag , but 
they would have been more valuable in 1985, when tag 


jether than they ever would be apart. The only prob- 
? That theme song and lack of competition. GRADE: S 


" NIC 


| GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Victoria seemed to be her own worst 
enemy last year. In a field as small as the WWE's women's 
division, it's not possible to ever be out of title contention. 
Somehow, Victoria managed to take herself out of the hunt, 
even when Trish Stratus was healthy and able to defend 
her championship. She did earn one high-profile title shot 
ME against Trish Stratus, but lost her cool and was disqualified 
ll for hitting Trish with a chair. The rest of her time was wasted 
on envy-driven feuds with Christy Hemme, Stacy Keibler, 

lll and 2005 diva search winner Ashley Massaro. 
ri ; WWE can't seem to make up its mind 
lE whether to push Victoria as the diva whom fans love to hate 
or the diva whom fans love to love. Her brief stint as the lat- 
ter suggested she'd be much more marketable as a fan 
favorite. For a while, it seemed WWE was on board, giving 
Victoria skimpier outfits and more air time. But that push was 
short-circuited once a new crop of divas made their presence 
felt in WWE, Victoria does have a strong Web presence and 
did grant a few interviews to the mainstream press last year, 


but a lady with her looks and athleticism should have made 
a bigger impact. 


E: Victoria has skills in abundance. She can also 
brawl. Her widow's peak is one of the more memorable and 
effective finishing maneuvers in recent memory. It's no 
wonder Victoria's matches feature few comedy or T & A 
spots compared to other divas. It's also why she doesn't 
seem like a good fit in the Torrie Wilson/Candice Michelle 
vs. Trish Stratus/Ashley Massaro feud. Yet for all of her 
technical acumen and spunk, Victoria didn't accomplish 
very much last year, üRABE: 
EER GREWTIE: Victoria hit a wall in 2005, but it proba- 
J bly was not her fault entirely. Clearly, WWE decision: 
makers weren't sure how to use her, so her career went 
nowhere last year. Maybe she didn't convince the higher. 
ups to get behind her 100 percent one way or the other. 
Of course, with the female ranks being so thin, all it takes 
is one good match on Raw to make her front-of-mind for 


Surviving the WWE's mid-year purge 
should be considered a good sign for Victoria. Clearly 
she wasn't deemed as expendable as Dawn Marie or 
Jackie Gayda. When you consider the current state of 
the women's division, beautiful, athletic, veteran wom- 

en who connect with the fans in a big way should be 
very valuable, indeed. It was a tough year for Victoria, 
but it couldn't have hurt her standing with the company 
too much. & 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: A few months ago, Matt Hardy didn't 

have a regular job. He was fired, jited, and alone. Since 

then, he's gotten hired back by WWE, feuded with the man 

who took his woman, and reclaimed some measure of satis- 

faction. Based on all that, Matt seems to have aced his goal 

achievement test. While many might say that he didn't beat 
Edge in their feud, it can also be argued that that wasn't his 
goal. Hardy was determined to make a dramatic retum and 
exact revenge. That's what he did. GRABE: B 


MARKETABILITY: The girls love “The Sensei Of Mattitude." 
That's not to say that he doesn’t have male fans. He's accu. 
mulated quite a following, and it only grew when he returned 
1o WWE with a tougher edge than he ever showed before. 
With a resume like Hardy's, you can't help but think that he 
has something pretty special going. Fans have never had a 
hard time shelling out money for his merchandise. GRADE: A 


REPERTOIRE: There's no denying Matt's in- ing ability. Even 
people that don't like him have to admit that he has an 
amazing array of moves at his disposal. He spent a lot of 
time during the last year perfecting some new submission 
holds. In every contest he's ever been in, Hardy has gone 
out of his way to send fans home happy with his perfor- 
mance. And he shows the same enthusiasm and determi- 
nation that he did when he was still a teenager. That trans- 
lates into a well-rounded grappler who goes out of his way 
to upgrade his arsenal and try to learn counters for each 
situation. GRABE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: This is a tricky category for Hardy. 
He's definitely higher in the pecking order in WWE than 
he was a year ago. He just had to follow a strange route 
to get there. Essentially, Hardy went from being a Sun- 
day Night Heat semi-regular to a step or two away from 
main events. That's some nice career growth right there. 
GRADE: u 


OVERALL VALUE: No matter how much value we put on 
Hardy, it's how WWE evaluates him that matters most. 
Hardy was fired because he was deemed expendable 
and essentially maneuvered himself back into a position 
to be rehired. His Internet tirades against Lita and Edge 
got him canned, but they also allowed his loyal fans to 
keep up with what was really going on, and those very 
vocal fans demanded that he be brought back. The 
McMahon family doesn't like when a wrestler allows his 
personal problems to become public. We'll know soon 
whether his move to Smackdown was a demotion or confi 
dence on WWE's part that he can give that brand a big 
boost. BRADE: 
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SUAL ACHIEVEMENT: If these report cards had been com- 
pleted midway through 2005, Batista would have eamed the. 
highest possible grade in this category. After all, he avoided 
all the traps Triple-H and Ric Flair set for him and went on to 
cleanly win the World title in the main event of WrestleMania 
21. Then he beat “The Game" twice more—cleanly—on PPV. 

But the draft lottery slowed his momentum. John Cena came 
to Raw and gradually ascended to the position of top singles 
champion. Batista moved to Smackdown, which most consider 

WWE's lesser brand. There, he has dominated JBL and Eddie. 

Guerrero, but those feuds haven't been particularly inspiring 

He has to be getting frustrated at going from being WWE's top 

singles star to falling behind Cena. GRADE: B 


MARKET ABILITY: Batista has the superstar look and a digni- 
fied sort of class. Unlike Steve Austin, Batista is a champion 
who can style and profile and not have to yell or spout ob- 
scenities to get his message across. He's like a cross be- 
tween Nick Bockwinkel and Superstar Graham, and even 
cooler than the two combined. He's a star of the first caliber, 
and unlike some big, muscular wrestlers, he represents him- 
sel! well when he speaks. dnnn A 


REPERTOME: This is the one category that hurts big Dave 
His lack of scientific skills can be forgiven given the fact that. 
he usually uses his superhuman strength to overpower 
technical wrestlers before they can do much damage. But. 
Batista's stamina is still a question mark. He got into this 
game relatively late in life, and while he is obviously in 
tremendous physical condition, it is also obvious that he 
didn't emphasize cardiovascular training. We're still not 
convinced he has enough stamina to last as champion. 
Once foes figure out how to avoid his opening salvos and 
can wrest control of the match from him, Batista i 
to have show us more. GRADE: € 


CAREER GROWTH: Okay, so the second half of the year 
wasn't as spectacular as the first (which also saw him oust 
Cena to win the Royal Rumble). The fact is, he's still the 
World champion and still a main event wrestler, even if mov- 
ing from Raw to Smackdown was a small step backward 
(one he couldn't control). He, rather than Cena, could be 
WWE's franchise player, but he still moved up in a big way 
in 2005. GRABE: A 


OVERALL VALUE: Batista is a genuine superstar. He looks 
like a champion. He acts like a champion. He is a great am- 

bassador for WWE with the mainstream media. He al 

tickets and merchandise. Despite some of his shortcomings in 

the ring, he is one of the most valuable wrestlers to have on 

any roster anywhere in wrestling. GRADE: A 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Booker's biggest accomplishment of 

the past year was getting his wife, Sharmell, involved in the. 

action. True, he defended his wite's honor and scored 

some huge wins over Kurt Angle in the process, but look at 

where both men are today. Angle is the top contender to 

the WWE title, and Booker is still spinning his wheels in the 

Smackdown mid-card, Booker has come so close to win- 

ning a world championship on numerous occasions in re- 
cent years, including a WrestleMania XIX bout against 
Triple-H. Booker never managed to capture Triple-H's title 
and until he gets that or the WWE title, he will probably be 
considered an underachiever in WWE. GRADE: © 


MARKETABILITY: Booker is still very entertaining. Fans still i 
love his spinnarooni and his, "Can you dig it... sucka?!" catch- i 
phrase, but he's been stuck at the mid-card level for so long ^^ 
that his charisma has worn thin. That might be why WWE MIL 
Creative paired him with his comely wife, adding a touch of 
sex appeal to Booker, who had lost some of his Harlem 
Heat. GRADE: B. zi da 


REPERTOIRE: Booker is a very good striker. He has a nice 
blend of power and martial arts prowess that he uses to 
supplement his strong fundamentals. His Book-end uran- g 
age will always be considered a pale imitation of the Rock 
bottom, but it is an effective finisher. Booker might want to 
be flashy, but he also knows that a win is a win regardless. 
of how you earn it. You don't get extra points for style. 
Booker rarely makes the sort of showboating errors that 
plagued him earlier in his career. m 


CAREER GROWTH: Remember how Booker pouted when 
he was sent to Smackdown from Raw in the first draft lot- 
tery? Maybe he had a crystal ball. Other than his U.S. title 
series against John Cena, Bookers Smackdown run has 
been an exercise in mediocrity. That's not to say that his 
skills have eroded. In fact, his wins over Angle were some 
of the best matches of his career. But Booker went from the 
fast track to being stuck in neutral. Booker is like a rudder- 
less ship that's stuck going wherever the current takes him. 
Not good for a five-time former WCW champion. BRADE: C 


OVERALL VALUE: Booker T is an important part of the 
‘Smackdown roster. Whenever matchmakers need a con- 
tender to challenge for either the U.S. or World title, 
Booker is a go-to guy. He has become something of a 
placeholder—stick him into the tile picture to put forth 

Iff challenge until someone better comes along. That = 
could be a good position for Booker if he could capitalize —€—— 
on one of those title shots. Booker is quite valuable but 
perennially underappreciated. SRABE: B. 
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GAL ACHIEVEMENT: We have to hand it to Nunzio, He 
one of the most respected competitors in the WWE locker 
room. His peers recognize his superb mat skills and show- 
manship, even if a lot of fans don't. But at 5'9" and barely 200 
Pounds, most insiders thought Nunzio was too small to make 
an impact in WWE, where big men rule the roost. Well, for 
two months in the fall of 2005, Nunzio held on to the cruiser- 

weight title. Even as champion, he barely got any TV time on 

Smackdown and was usually banished to Velocity, but he 

proved he was good enough to win—and hold—a WWE title. 

That's a huge moral victory. GRADE: B. 


MARKETABILITY: Nunzio is most marketable as part of a larger 
group. The Full-Blooded Italians sold plenty of T-shirts in ECW, 
but not so many in WWE, There's more of a chance of seeing 
a fan in an FBI T-shirt than a Nunzio shirt. Nunzio is an enter- 
taining performer who is most marketable as part of a larger 
group. Unfortunately, WWE is doing next to nothing to push 
Nunzio and Big Vito. GRADE: €. 


REPERTOIRE: There's a reason Nunzio is known as “The 
Sicilian Shooter." He is extremely skilled at mat wrestling 
and submission-style grappling. Believe it or not, he's a 
true tough guy, capable of making guys twice his size tap 
out if he can hook in a key lock or guillotine choke. For 
Such a small wrestler, he doesn't utilize the ropes as much 
as his fellow cruiserweights. His slower-paced, mat- 
based style sometimes makes people forget he's a cruis- 
erweight, since his approach is so different than that of 
Rey Misterio Jr.. Juventud Guerrera, and Spanky. Nun- 
zio could stand to improve his aerial awareness and 
potential counters. GRADE: B. 


CAREER GROWTH: I's lice a Faustian bargain: You can be 
cruiserweight champion, but you rarely appear on Smack: 
down. The greatest success of Nunzio's career went large- 
ly unnoticed. How many fans saw Nunzio defeat Juventud 
and Spanky in a three-way match to retain the title (which 
he did a few times in August)? How many saw him beat 
ROH standout Jimmy Jacobs on Velocity, or score wins 

‘over Paul London on house shows? Not many. He has brac 
but Nunzio was robbed of recognition. That hin- 

career growth. BRADE: C 


OVERALL VALUE: Nunzio is an integral part of the WWE 
weight division, but WWE doesn't seem to have big 
on. He did a commendable 


since joining WWE. But Nunzio would probably have more 
success—and get more publicity—as part of TNA's X divi- 
ion. He's a third-tier player in WWE at best. GRADE: B 


him, the chapter on 2005 could be titled “Mission Unac- 
complished.” The former WWE champion had a win. loss 
record equivalent of the NFL's San Francisco 49ers, as Guer- 
rero lost match after match to his former tag team partner, 
Rey Misterio Jr. As Guerrero became increasingly desper- 
ate, he attempted unsuccessfully to ruin Misterio's home 
life. In the middle of his failed campaign against Misterio, 
Guerrero took on Chris Benoit at ECW One Night Stand. He 
lost that one, too. At long last, he salvaged a semblance of 
pride by finally winning one match over Misterio, a steel 
cage bout on Smackdown. Guerrero spent the latter part of 
the year trying to take the World championship from Batista, 
by trying to betriend—then sabotage—the champ. Batista Mi 
and fans saw through it from the start e 
) 


Despite his struggles in 2005, Guerrero 
remains one of the best reasons to watch WWE. Guerrero has 
set his performance bar so high that anything less than a $ 
Match of the Year-caliber output from him is seen as a disap- $ 
ointment. Eddie is capable of delivering electrifying perfor- $ 
mances against heavyweights and cruiserweights and adapt- $ 
ing with equal skill to the American, Mexican, or Japanese WM 
styles. He is also versatile in reinventing his personality to fit Mi 
the situation. Sneak thief, comedian, intense competitor, 
angry heel, fan favorite: All of the above are accurate descrip- 
tions of Guerrero at various junctures of his career. E 


REPERTOIRE: You name it, Guerrero does it better than most 
of his peers. Aerial moves? Check. Submission holds? Yup. $ 
Suplexes? Only Benoit and Kurt Angle execute em better. 
And Guerrero takes perverse pride in the fact that he'll cheat 
to win if things don't go wel E 


CAREN E Guerrero needs to put the Misterio feud 
in his rearview mirror and get his career back on track. While 
unseating Batista should be his ultimate goal, so far it seems 
like Eddie should have taken a few tune-up matches to regain 
his contidence and timing before going after the hulking 
champion. Right now it seems unlikely that Guerrero wil be 
able to tiptoe around Batista for the belt. At the top of his J 
game, though, he's eminently capable of taking on a much B 
bigger and more powerful wrestler and coming away victori- 
ous. He already proved that against Brock Lesnar. EC 


H : Unless he pulls off an upset against Ba- 
fita, Guerrero might be best served by moving from Smack 
down to Raw. He needs a fresh start and a change of direc- 
tion. For his sake, let's hope 2006 will be a big bounce back 
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i All Christy really wanted when she 
originally got involved with WWE was to win the 2004 diva 
search, In 2005, she wanted to do a whole lot more ... and 
she did a whole lot more. Not only did she establish herself 
as one of WWE's hottest divas, she worked herself into con- 
tention for the women’s title during a feud with Trish Stratus 
and wasn't completely outclassed, She also pushed Victoria, 

Í arguably WWE's most technically capable female grappler, 

to the edge at Vengeance. In 2005, Hemme proved she was 
capable of more than being a bubbly piece of eye candy. It 
de kind of rapid rise in the sport that few competitors— 

j male or female—get to experience. 
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i : Like it or not, a Playboy spread has become 
a measuring stick of sorts for a WWE diva's sex appeal. 
Hemme made her mark in the March 2005 issue. Both she and 
WWE ran with that ball, making Christy the face of the company 
at various WWE functions at home and abroad. Christy also 

| received some publicity from an appearance on The Howard. 


Stern Show. Hemme was so hot that she was sent to Smack: 
down to breathe some life into that brand. 


Not bad for a first-time competitor whose in- 

tended purpose was just to look good. Of course, her skills 
are underdeveloped, and she lacks the timing and exper 
ence to maintain a high level of proficiency in the ring. But 
she has been able to match her opponents’ intensity and 
do some of the basics well, She proved she was plenty 
tough in 2005 by trading blows with Victoria and never 
backing down from Trish. Away from the ring, she was a 
capable hostess for the 2005 diva search as well as a 
| slew of dance and other silly contests. E 


E In 2005, Hemme went from diva search 
winner to hottest diva in WWE. However, Christy experi- 
enced something of a backslide late in the year. Despite 
her good looks and popularity, she was relegated to cheer- 
leading duties for Eugene before being traded to Smack- 
down. A feud there with Melina held some intrigue. Is it a 
case of too much too soon, or was Christy Hemme too good 
for her own good in 20057 Next year, she'll have a hard 
time following up. But we know she'll try. È 


E: For better or worse, Christy Hemme's wil- 
lingness to bare it all in Playboy and quite a bit in WWE 
rings drew a long look from the mainstream media—and 
for good reason. Whether she parlays that attention into 

more mainstream coverage remains to be seen. At the 
very least, Hemme proved to be versatile in and out of the 
ring. That made her a valuable addition to the WWE roster 
for both Raw and Smackdown. 
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OAL ACHIEVEMENT: This was an odd year for “The Rabid 
Wolverine." While daring and successful (as usual) in the ring, 
Benoit was overshadowed by other WWE competitors for 
much of 2005. It's only in retrospect that you realize Benoit 
Continued to win a lot more often than he losi— perhaps be- 
cause he spent most of the year wresting mid-card matches 
on Smackdown and pay-per-views. Case in point: Fans had 
barely settled in their seats by the time Benoit won the U.S. ttle 
from Orlando Jordan at SummerSlam in just 25 seconds. The 
victory should have propelled Benoit back into the spotlight. 
Instead, he's mostly been fed a diet of lesser-tier opposition like 
Jordan and Christian, and has consistently won with such ease 
that many have barely noticed. Even when faced with much 
tougher competition, like Eddie Guerrero at ECW One Night 
Stand, Benoit won in impressive fashion. So why is it that, a year 
removed from a World championship reign, his career seemed 
largely stuck in neutral? GRADE: B 


MARKETABILITY: Benoit is the rare WWE performer who 
prefers to do his talking in the ring rather than on the micro- 
phone. Despite the fact that he typically competes against 
larger opponents, fans believe Benoit is capable of beating 
anyone. So he's overcome two of WWE's most central ten- 


ants for a major push—cutting colorful promos and looking 
larger than life. He's simply a great wrestler who will sacri- 

ce his body to have a great match. But with the promo- 
tion's current re-emphasis on size, that's knocked Benoit 
back down to the mid: card level. GRADE: B 


REPERTOIRE: Here's where Benoit really shines. Only Kurt 
Angle and Eddie Guerrero can match Benoit suplex for su- 
plex, and Benoit executes not just one, but two top-caliber 
submission holds in the crossface and sharpshooter. Un- 
fortunately, Benoit has also put his long-term health on the 
line by throwing his body around with reckless abandon. At 
age 38, injuries are starting to take a toll, although you'd 
never know it by watching him in the ring. GRABE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: For someone who has held as many 
different tiles as Benoit, including the World belt in WWE, 
winning the U.S. title isn’t much to get excited about. Given 

is clear skill advantage over most challengers, Benoit 
could have retired the belt if he kept facing the same com- 
Petition. To spice things up, Benoit decided to take on 
Jordan, Christian, and Booker T in a four-way at No Mer- 
cy. No surprise—he won GRADE: C 


OVERALL VALUE: Benoit remains valuable to Smackdown and 
WWE because he appeals to the segment of hardcore fans who 
care more about a wrestler's performance in the ring than about 
a flashy appearance and colorful interviews. BRABE: A 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: The Undertaker's legend was cement- 
€d long before 2005. While he's no longer the most dominat- 
ing figure in the sport, Undertaker continued adding to his leg- 
acy over the last year. First and foremost, "The Dead Man" 
preserved his unblemished WrestleMania record by conquer- 
ing Randy Orton in one of WrestleMania 21's top matches. Al- 
though Orton extracted a measure of revenge at SummerSlam 

(with considerable help from his father), "Taker has won the 
majority of their subsequent matchups. Overshadowed by the 
tasteless “terrorist attack’ that brought a deluge of criticism on 

WWE is the fact that Undertaker scored a convincing victory 

over Muhammad Hassan at The Great American Bash just be- 

fore WWE eliminated Hassan from its roster. All in all, it was a 

solid if unspectacular year by Undertaker's standards. RADE: B 


MARKETABILITY: I's abundantly clear WWE fans strongly pre- 
fer Undertaker's classic "Dead Man" persona to previous at- 
tempts to reinvent him with different looks and mannerisms, 
Even after all these years, the familiar "bong" of the tolling funer- 
al bell and Taters ultra-slow, funereal walk to the ring—hat 
pulled low to his head—never fails to captivate. Simply put, 
when Undertaker walks the aisle, all eyes are glued to him. 
That's the epitome of star power. BRADE: A 


REPERTOIRE: Much like his ring entrance, fans and opponents 

alike know Undertaker's in-ring repertoire by heart. While age 

and injuries have taken away some of the big man’s agility and 
stamina, and he doesn't seem impervious to his opponents 
offense the way he once did, few survive his onslaught. To 
this day, Undertaker maintains a huge psychological advan- 
tage over other wrestlers because he's impossible to rattle 
and cuts such an imposing presence. It's stil an impressive 
Sight to see someone Taker's size walk across the top rope. 
And the inevitable result of one of his tombstone piledrivers. 
is a three-count. That speaks volumes, considering how 
many “Tights out" finishing moves have gone by the wayside 
from sheer overuse. GRADE: B 


CAREER GROWTH The Undertaker has stayed fairly busy, but 
there's not much growing his career can undergo at this point. 
He wasn't a huge factor in the title picture. The drive to remain 
a top name on the roster—and continue to keep his Wrestle- 
Mania streak intact—is motivation enough for him. BRADE: G 


OVERALL VALE: With all the massive changes Vince Mc- 
Mahori's promotion has undergone since his 1990 Survivor 
Series debut, The Undertaker has been one constant. Let's 
put it this way: When Taker started out in WWE, Randy Orton 
was a 10-year-old, Sid Vicious was one of wrestling hottest 
commodities, and Bret Hart was stil primarily known as a tag 
team specialist. GRADE: A 


DAL ACHIEVEMENT: Orlando Jordan made a bold move 
when he cast his lot with John Bradshaw Layfield and 
became JBL's chief of staff. While he took his lumps as 
Layfield's flunky, he was rewarded when JBL virtually 
handed him the U.S. title by helping him beat John Cena 
on March 1. Jordan had a five-month-plus run as cham- 
pion, but he relied almost entirely on interference and 
disqualifications to retain his title, and at times it seemed 
like the title was forgotten entirely. Since Chris Benoit 
relieved him of the gold at SummerSlam in a mere 25 
seconds, Jordan has gone from unworthy champion to 
punch line. He is reeling badly. BRABE: C 


MARKETABILITY: WWE hasn't done much to educate fans 
about Jordan. Truth be told, he is a great story—a former 
forest ranger who overcame a learning disability to be- 
come a star for Smackdown. But fans who only follow 
WWE on TV don't know any of that. All they know is that 
Jordan helped JBL become one of the most hated cham- 
pions in WWE history, and that when Jordan has his 
back to the wall, he usually loses. He's a hard man to 
sell to the fans. GRADE: C 


REPERTOIRE: O.J. has some formidable moves in his arse- 

nal. There's his swinging neckbreaker, his sitdown shoul- 

der jawbreaker, and his running powerslam, to name just 

few. Jordan is a good wrestler when he has the advan- 
tage, but he's terrible at fighting from behind. Once he 
loses the advantage, he loses his cool and starts making 
glaring mistakes. If he can control the pace; he can do 
well, but if his opponent reverses him or finds a way to 
block one of his pet moves, Jordan panics. And when he. 
panics, he usually wins up losing. mt 


CAREER GROWTH: Jordan's stint as JBL's chief of staff 
was a career-making turn. Prior to joining JBL, he was 
mired in the lower mid card for the most part and forgot 
ten at times. He showed potential here and there, but 
he was lucky to land a televised match, let alone con- 
tend for a championship. His quick and decisive losses 
to Benoit represented some huge steps backward, and 
itll take Jordan a long time to live them down, but at 
least he's still in the U.S. title picture, which he wasn't 
as a straight-laced fan favorite. BRADE: B 


OVERALL VALUE: Jordan has an intriguing back story and 

is gradually improving his wrestling skills. One day, he 
could become a major player in WWE, but he's simply 
not there yet. He has more skills than most fans recog- 
nize, but Jordan is minor player for Smackdown. His val- 
ue is minimal. BRADE: B 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: We have no idea what Simon Dean's 
goals for 2005 were. At first we thought his primary objective 
was to sell his Simon System. Then we realized that we don't 
‘even know how to go about buying it if we wanted to. It's not 
available at wwe.com. Then we thought that he might want to. 
win a title or two, but that doesn't seem to be on his agenda, 
either. We have no clue what Simon's looking to do. As of 
now, he's taking up space and playing the role of a 2005 ver- 
sion of Virgil ... in a purple jumpsuit. Sorry, we can't accept 
annoying a lot of people as a legitimate goal. GRADE: B 


MARKETABILITY: This is another category that Dean doesn't 
really work well in. How can you market him? His whole per- 
sona is that he's marketing something else. It's like trying to. 
sell a salesman. That doesn't feel right. Maybe that's why 
WWE really isn't trying. Simon Dean T-shirts aren't being 
printed up around the clock at a factory somewhere. In fact, 
we have yet to see a single one. GRADE: D 


REPERTOIRE: Now this is where we can really take a look at 
Dean and give him a fair assessment. The guy has wrestled 
all over the world, and his reputation precedes him. The for- 
mer Nova of ECW and OVW showed us at times during 
2005 that he does, indeed, have a wealth of experience, 
and why he has opponents like John Gena on his “defeat- 
ed” list, His high-flying skills are complemented by his mat 
wrestling, a dangerous combination for any foe. If only 
he'd spend more time showcasing his wrestling skills than 
peddling his silly powder, he could make some positive 
headlines. GRADE: B 


CAREER GROWTH: What career growth? Dean is a classic 
example of a performer who fizzled following his "coming 
soon" vignettes. He started off with a lot of attention, but 
petered out as time went on. In a world in which tomor- 
TOW's goals are all that matter and yesterday is forgotten 
immediately, Dean needs to focus on what he wants to 
do. His career grew in a big way in 2005 when he made it 
to WWE TV and got a lot of TV time. But it's been shrink 
ing since. BRAWE € 


OVERALL VALUE: Dean has value to WWE if he's used 

right. He can provide fans with excellent promos and 

matches, but he's been stuck in this one-dimensional 

quagmire that's been smothering him. If Vince McMahon 

is looking for a solid performer with strong ability, Dean 

can be a go-to guy. If he's looking at the Simon System- 

selling mid-carder, well, there's not much he can offer y 


beyond being fodder for newcomers like Bobby Lashley 
With Dean, it's all about perspective. We hope WWE's 
powers-that-be recognize his true potential. GRADE: € 
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EWEMENT: Who could ever have imagined the 
sight of Heidenreich decked out in full Road Warriors face 
paint alongside Road Warrior Animal? And who could have 
possibly predicted that team could hold the Smackdown tag 
team title for three months (and counting) at press time? 
You have to give this strange man his due. Heidenreich had 


| dertaker at the Royal Rumble. He was so desperate for an 
ally that he once brought out The Brooklyn Brawler to be his 


l been reeling ever since he lost a casket match to The Un- 


friend, and even Brawler turned against him. Considering 

J|. many industry analysts figured Heidenreich would be sent 
Packing back to OVW months ago and he's now a tag cham- 
pion, he earns a high grade. nl 


H KETABILITY: Oh, WWE's trying to make him marketable. 
in fact, you'd be hard-pressed to find someone WWE Creative 
has worked so hard to get the fans to accept. Even with the 
new look—the shoulder pads and Skeletor face paint—Hei- 
denreich still isn't winning over a lot of fans. With Animal, he 
gets by well enough. On his own, it might not be pretty. In 


fact, a lot of fans are angry at him for making a mockery of 
the Legion of Doom name and legacy. GRADE: B 


E Heidenreich has some decent power moves 
and an effective shoulderblock, and he has learned to 
channel Road Warrior Hawk with his clothesline off the top 
rope for the doomsday device, but at this stage of his 
career, it's a good thing he only has to wrestle in short 

bursts as a tag teamer. GRADE: 


in OVW, he was a hired goon watching 
‘over Kenny Bolin. When he first showed up in WWE, he kept 
babbling about Little Johnny, whoever that was. Then he 
started writing poetry and making disturbing advances 
toward Michael Cole. Now he's a Smackdown tag team 
‘champion, teaming up with an honest-to-goodness legend. 
We don't know how he did it, but he has advanced himself 
Now if only he could improve his in- Hg skills and prepare to 
make a go of it on his own. GRADE: I 
E! ALDE: Heidenreich is an enigma. He's big and 
dangerous, but he's not much more skiled than a lot of the 
other big men WWE has signed to developmental deals. 
What's truly surprising isn't so much that Animal would ac- 
cept Heidenreich as a partner, but that Heidenreich and An- 
imal would actually make such a dominant team. If this new 
version of the LOD has any staying power and doesn't tum 
‘out to be just a gimmick designed to move more Best Of The 
Road Warriors DVDs, you have to consider Heidenreich a val- 
uable commodity. Stil, if WWE dyed Gene Snitsky's hair and 
put him under the grease paint, would you notice? GRABE: 


I: Remember Randy Orion? We mean 
the real Randy Orton, the brash youngster that claimed he 
would become the youngest world champion in WWE history? 
Well, that kid did great when it came to achieving that goal. 
This new incamation with Smackdown? Not so speuial. With 
his dad, Bob Jr., by his side, Orton established some new pr- 
orities. Sadly, they didn't center around championships. 
However, if one thing can be said about him and his goal 
achieving, it's that he still gets the job done. When forced to 
jump to the blue and silver brand of WWE, he swore he'd even 
tually beat The Undertaker. He did just that 


f: Some may have glossed over Orton in favor | 
of other young stars—John Cena in particular—in recent 
months. Make no mistake, though. "The Legend Killer” is stil a 
marketable name, His “Parental Advisory" shirts were strong 
sellers. A lot of the giris hoot and holler when he makes appear 
ances. His star is still shining bright despite a few setbacks. 
That's a man with marketability. 


This third-generation star was making waves with 
his amazing moves long before he ever stepped into a WWE 
ring. In fact, Orton was turning heads with his wheelbarrow 
suplex long ago. Now, with a lot of WWE TV time under his 
belt, Orton has worked to add new holds and maneuvers to his. 


repertoire. His RKO finisher is awesome in that it can be hit 
from virtually anywhere at any time. We all remember how well $ 
a version of that moved served "Diamond" Dallas Page in e 
late-1990. It served Orton pretty nicely in 2005. 


E Its tough to make your career grow when jf 
you miss four months with a shoulder injury, and pror to that, 
you lose your two biggest matches (to World champion 
Triple-H at the Royal Rumble and to Undertaker at Wrestle- 
Mania 21). Orton began the year stil trying to regain some of 
the momentum he lost when Triple-H beat him for the World 
title in September 2004. But he never caught on as a tan | 
favorite, He regained some momentum as a heel leading up & 
to ‘Mania, then he lost to “Taker and underwent shoulder 
surgery, But there was at least some talk ot hin challenging 
for the World tile toward year's end E 


: A young man with solid skills who just 
happens to have been the youngest world champion in $ 
WWE history? That's a guy worth keeping and using $ 
prominently for years io come. Vince McMahon is co. 
ing on him to be a long-term success and will likely give 

him many chances to become one of his top stars. He's 
proven that he has the ability and desire. In a company 
that's always looking for dedicated pertonuers with chars- Mi 
ma, Randy Orton is in a good spot. 
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EMENT: John Bradshaw Layfield had a territ- 

| ic 2004. But 2005—that wasn't so good. Layfield lost the 
WWE title convincingly to John Cena at WrestleMania 21 
and never came that close to recapturing it. After the draft. 
lottery, he got to chase after the new Smackdown kingpin, 
World champion Batista. He failed at that, too. JBL's big- 
gest concern in 2005 was his loss of momentum. For a 
guy that once made headlines weekly, Bradshaw struggled 
just to stay among the top contenders to the World title 
during the year's second half. Did he achieve any of his 


goals? BRABE: B 


* Say what you will about his mouth and 
attitude, but JBL has money written all over him. Whether. 
he's releasing a book on stocks or appearing in the newest 
WWE video game, fans are always interested in what he 
has to offer. In that sense, this former APA member has 
really found his niche and realized how to make a good liv- 


ing for himself. Layfield may not be popular, but you don't 
have to be popular to be marketable, 
Et This is JBL's weakest point. However, before 


you write him off as some barroom brawler, it's important 
to point out that he's made strides in this category since 
transitioning from The Acolytes. He's added more to his 
arsenal, but still relies heavily on brawling to win. He has 
an underrated ability to add the occasional new hold or 
move, even at this stage of his career. If he continues to 
make improvements like he's made in the past year, he 
could very well end up with a more well-rounded reper- 


toire than anyone ever thought possible. E 


: JBL's career hasn't grown much in 
the last year, but then again, he did enough growing in 
2004 to cover a decade. The JBL story reads like a Hol- 
E production. Coming back from obscurity to cap- 
ture the WWE title at such a late stage in his career is 
inspiring, even for a man with such a big mouth and hor- 
rible attitude. How much more could his career have grown 

anyway? 


= Plain and simple, anyone who has re- 
ceived the push that Layfield has gotten from WWE in 
the last 18 months has a lot of value. He's been pushed 
so much and so hard that a lot of people have com- 
A plained that he's been used too prominently. It's hard to 
argue that point at times. Whether you agree with that 
or not, you almost have to agree with one thing. WWE 
has done whatever it can to make Layfield a legitimate 
superstar. He sure carries himself like one and looks like 
one now. 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: The only thing William Regal has yet 
to accomplish is winning a world championship. When you 
consider that his career has been at various times jeopar- 
dized by substance abuse problems, illnesses, and a lack 
of support from promoters, Regal has put together a solid 
career in WWE, regardless of his inability to capture a 
world title. On top of winning a slew of tag championships 

and the Intercontinental belt, Regal recently published his 

critically acclaimed autobiography, Walking A Golden Mile. 

Not bad for a guy a lot of people thought was washed up six 

years ago. GRADE: B. 


BABKETABRLITY: Regal has value to the company, but he's 
hardly one of WWE's most marketable stars. His promos and 
backstage skits are always entertaining and can be counted 
on to retain viewership, but he's not and never will be one of 
WWE's showcase stars. His autobiography has been a fairly 
strong seller, however, and Regal always strikes a chord 
when WWE tours the United Kingdom, where his presence 
on the show draws a few additional ticket sales. BRADE: C 


REPERTOIRE: He isn't flashy, but you won't find many better 


tacticians than Regal. As long as he can keep an opponent 

on the mat, he can hold the advantage in a match. Few 

competitors can match his encyclopedic knowledge of sub- 

mission holds. But once an opponent slips out of Regal's 
grasp, Regal tends to suffer. He could stand to improve on 
his lateral movement and speed, and could brush up on 
his takedown skills. He needs to get better at cutting off 
opponents’ rallies by taking them to the mat and then 
meticulously working a body part. GRADE: B 


CAREER GROWTE: Regal probably reached his peak 
when he won the Intercontinental championship three 
years back. He has settled gracefully into the role of 
a support player and has guided several stars to tag 
team championships. Paul Birchill could be the next, 
Regal is entering the twilight of his career, but he can 
take solace in knowing he has given the sport every- 

thing he had. GRADE: B. 


OVERALL VALUE: Regal has been around the wrestling 
business long enough to understand his current role in 
WWE. He realizes he's not going to be a main-eventer at 
this stage of his career, and he accepts that fact. In 
of getting bitter at the wrestling gods (or WWE Creative), 
he seems to relish the opportunity to work with up-and- 

comers like Birchill and pass on some of the lessons he 

has learned during his career. That kind of veteran guid- 
ance and support is invaluable, and the WWE front office— 

and locker room—knows it. BRABE: B 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Paul London had name recognition, 
among diehard fans before he set foot in a WWE ring. Wres- 
"ling fanatics had watched his conquests in Ring of Honor 
and knew the transition to WWE would be tough. Since 
joining the company, he's captured the Smackdown tag 
team title and the cruiserweight titie (the latter of which he 
held during this grading period). The biggest problem for 
him has been his absence from any dramatic feuds and 
thus his lack of time on Smackdown. When he debuted, 
London had said that he looked forward to working more in 
a sports entertainment-based company. So, if that was his 
goal, he didn't achieve it. If his only goal was to win the 
Cruiserweight title, then he did. GRADE: C 


MIARKETABRITY: Let's not mince words, London often wears: 
a funny vest and weird boots to the ring. The brain trust in 
WWE's wardrobe department must think that kids today 
dress like Captain Caveman, because London has been 
doing just that. In an industry in which marketing can be 
everything, London is two steps below the rest. He has no 
real persona. He has that vest and those boots, though. If 
given the chance to be himself, an undersized wrestler with 
a ton of ability and courage, he could probably sell more 
than a few T-shirts. Then again, that' s a big “if.” GRABE: C 


REPERTOIRE: London is a god among fans of good, pure: 
wrestling. Using innovative moves and never-before-seen 
attacks, he has really solidified himself as someone that can 
get the job done no matter what position he's put in. To know 
his true ability, one only has to look at his string of matches. 
with Jimmy “Akio” Yang. Buried on Velocity, these two stil 
managed to make news by delivering many an amazing 
spectacle in 2005. Repertoire? Paul London's is huge. Too 
bad he doesn't get to show all of it very often. GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: While London has yet to become a 
major player in WWE, he went from being a second stringer 
1o someone that can be put on any card in any position. His 
cruiserweight title reign helped to bring some prestige to the 
championship. But he really seemed to drop off again after 
losing the gold to Nunzio in August. Will WWE give him a 
chance to pull himself back up? GRADE: C 


OVERALL VALUE: WWE could really get a lot out of London, 
even if the powers-that-be won't acknowledge it. In London, 
Vince McMahon has a young star capable of delivering a 
terrific match against virtually anyone, even opponents 
much bigger than him. Reliability should count for something. 
The reality is, his potential overall value is huge. But we cant 
grade on potential. Unfortunately, WWE just sees him as one 
of many cruiserweights on the roster. BRABE: C 
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MISTERÍÓ JR. 


* Misterio displayed remarkable re- 
solve during Eddie Guerrero's 2005 campaign to wreck his 
home life by publicly revealing that he was the biological 
| father of Misterio's son, Dominick. Not only did Rey hold it 
together emotionally at a time a lesser man would have 
cracked, he elevated his game in the ring. Misterio's utter 

| domination of his series of matches with Guerrero was noth: 

| ing short of astounding. Although Guerrero finally salvaged 

J one win at the end, Misterio had more than proven his point. 

He also saved his family life in the process and reconciled 
with Dominick, a victory sweeter than any title win. E 


* Misterio is arguably the biggest crossover 
Luchador star in wrestling history, with the possible exception 
of the legendary Mil Mascaras. Incredibly popular among 
Latino fans, Rey also enjoys broad appeal among all other 
‘groups. Although the WWE cruiserweight division is in disarray, 
Misterio continues to go strong. Despite the fact he stands only 
53" and barely qualifies as a cruiserweight, Misterio gets him- 
self noticed in the land of giants that is WWE 
E : Rey has taken the Lucha Libre style to a 
whole new level. He created variations on the aerial fire- 
works and acrobatic takedowns Mexican wrestling is known 
for and adapted it to the U.S. style of pro wrestling. Some 
of his moves defy description. Nobody executes a hura- 
| canrana quite like Misterio—and he flawlessly executes 
| several different variations on it. What's more, he makes 
| his sitdown gut wrench power bomb—a move that looks 
nearly impossible to time properly—seem etfortiess. To 
| top it off, Misterio's 619 is one of the sport's best finish- 
| ers. The only downside: Although he's stil just 31, Rey 
| has been a pro for 14 years. As well-conditioned as he is, 
| the human body can only take so much abuse before it 
breaks down for good. BRABE: 


E We already knew Misterio was one of 
f the most talented cruiserweights to come along in any era. 
J We knew he could hold his own against anyone. But Eddie 

‘Guerrero isn't just anyone. He, too, is one of the all-time 

great cruiserweights and is only a little more than a year 
| removed from a reign as WWE champion. To beat Guerrero. 
| with such regularity shows Misterio reached a new peak in 
1 2005. Too bad he couldn't get a World title match. 


E: Misterio is one of WWE's top fan fa- 

F vorites from either brand and a mainstay on the Smack- 
down roster. But after the emotionally draining feud with 

| Guerrero, Rey was at risk of suffering a letdown. He needs 
to keep his focus strong and continue riding the momentum 
he built in 2005. @ 


CHRISTIAN 


* The last time something with so 

much momentum was stopped so quickly, it was the Ti- 
tanic. Sure, the sinking boat brought us a blockbuster 
film full of drama and a score by Celine Dion 80 years lat- 
er, but Christian doesn't. “Captain Charisma” seemed to 
be on his way to finally accomplishing something really 
big with Raw in 2005. No one was sure what, but it was 
going ta be something. After jawing with Mr. McMahon 
and pushing closer to the main event, the CLB was 
poised for a title run. Then the 2005 draft lottery came. 
He's been on a steady decline since. It's one thing to not 
climb the ladder of success. It's another to get near the 
top and then get shot down with a BB gun. BRI 


M 


! ETAI Christian is marketable. There's no 

| denying that. His T-shirts sell pretty well and even 

caused a stir earlier in the year when some of them had 

to be pulled briefly from live events for trademark rea: 

sons. With his quirky persona and arrogant attitude, this 

a charismatic Canadian should have a world of products to 

g sell and a bevy of fans ready to buy them. And he's a 
heel! BRADE: 


the wiry heel rarely has a hard time coming up with the. 
right move at the right time. If anyone has a grasp on 
his own move set and how to use it, it's him. His un- 
l| prettier worried at least a few opponents. He knows 
J| what he can do and goes out and does it. 


1 ATOIRE: Christian excels in this area, too. In fact, 


l: How are we looking at this? Is it the 
[| first half of our grading period that matters most? If so, 
| then Christian did wonderfully. If we're looking at the 
| second half closely, then it's not so good. As mentioned 
earlier, all roads led to hell once Christian and his 
Peep Show" were shipped to Smackdown. To say his. 
career hasn't grown is an understatement. When you 
combine "Captain Charisma's" 2005 resume with Raw 
with what he accomplished with Smackdown, you get an 
average grade. EC 


| EI Christian has a ton of value. He's 
been with WWE for the better part of a decade. He 
| has the right attitude, a high skill level, and is as dedi- 
cated to the company as anyone. Essentially, this 
Canadian superstar has all the goods to be a major 
star one day. The concern the CLB must have is that 
that day should have arrived by now. Just because 
you're a valuable asset doesn't mean the company has 
to recognize that. The unemployment line is full of valu- 
able assets. an 


a * * 


T: Holly has been trying to achieve goals " 
in WWE for more than 10 years. The former Sparky — 
has transitioned from a NASCAR wannabe to a dangerous, | 
hard-edged brawler. Perhaps the most impressive A 
about Holly is his refusal to lay down and die. Just when you | 
think he has finally gone the way of the forgotten veteran, he 
pops back up and kicks someone's tail. If you ask Hardcore 
what his career goals are, he'll probably tell you, "To beat up MN 
people I don't like." Hey, he does that pretty well. Em j 


a 


than you think. He has the kind of physique the McMahons 
love to feature on television. When you factor in the amount 
of time he's been on the roster, the titles he's held, and the 
men he's defeated, Holly has plenty to market. He has that 
name recognition that only comes with tenure. That's the 
good news. The bad news is that given all that, good luck M 
finding any Hardcore Holly T-shirts or memorabilia available B 
from WWE. Gi i 


] 
Hardcore Holly might be more marketable | 


IRE: When you think of Holly, you think of a rough- 
housing barroom brawler. After all, he has the word "Hard: 
core" in his name. Unless you star in adult films, that im- 
plies that you're a hard-nosed streetfighter. In his case, this 
isn't the entire story. Holly is also known for his impeccable 
fundamental ring skills. He can throw a perfect dropkick 
and uses the bully stigma to his advantage. Opponents 
who are determined to counter his toe-to-toe hardcore 
style rarely see his aerial attack coming. He could use a 
few more moves in his arsenal, but considering his goals, Mf 
| 


he's just fine. GRADE: 


NTH: Holly has gone through spurts during 
which most people thought his career was dead and 
buried. After last year's big return to face Brock Lesnar, he 
all but disappeared. But this year, Holly went on to form a 
fairly successful team with Charlie Haas. He even man- 
aged to toss Rene Dupree a beating and make a few head: 
lines as a result. He has the first rule of wrestling down to a 
There's no such thing as bad publicity. E 


Vince McMahon values loyalty. Holly $ 
embodies that spirit. He's been wrestling for the company 
since some of today's fans were in diapers. With that type 

of track record, resume, and tenure, he can expect to be 
treated with respect at all times, and he demands that. He 
Serves as an example to younger stars of what you can do 

if you stick to your commitments. If nothing else counted, this 
would make Hardcore an extremely valuable resource. But 
the fact is, if he were released tomorrow, a huge void would li 
note left behind. GRAD 


Its pretty hard to beat winning the tag 
team championship in your first televised Smackdown match, 
but that is exactly what Johnny Nitro and Joey Mercury did. That 
accomplishment was especially sweet for Mercury, who had 
previously lost a WWE developmental contract and had started 
with both WCW and ECW, only to see those two companies 
start to fall apart shortly after he arrived. Unfortunately for M-N-M, 

they have had more trouble than anyone expected with this 
strange new Legion of Doom. 


M-N-M is the most exciting young team to. 
come around in recent memory. They have the superstar look 
and plenty of attitude to go with it, not to mention the heart-stop- 
ping Melina and her risque ring entrances. M-N-M should be one 
‘of Smackdown's most marketable attractions, but only if the pro- 
mation commits to rebuilding the tag team division. No matter how 
much charisma M-N-M have, without intriguing matches against 
good and varied competition, they will never achieve their full mar- 
keting potential. BRI 


E: In a previous life, Joey Mercury was known as 

Joey Matthews, a man who had carved out a reputation as a 

quick-footed tag team specialist who was equally adept at com- 

| Peting in scramble-style matches as he was at old-fashioned, 

| Memphis-style bouts (he previously toiled in Memphis Cham- 

pionship Wrestling when that was a WWE developmental territo- 

| n). As a heel, Mercury has opted to tone down his aerial attacks 

and stick to more traditional brawling and double-teaming tac- 

tics, but he can kick things into high gear if the need arises. 

| Nitro is still a virtual rookie, but he has learned enough big. 

slams and suplexes—and double-team moves from Mer- 

‘cury—that he isn't a real weak link in the team, despite his 
lack of experience. BRADE: B 


c M-N-M stormed into WWE like a hurri- 
cane, beating Eddie Guerrero and Rey Misterio Jr. for the tag 
belts in their first match on Smackdown. They even smashed 
up Eddie's low rider and got away with it. They were on top of 
the world, until the unlikely team of Animal and Heidenreich. 
took their ttle at The Great American Bash. We think M-N-M 

took that team far too lightly, and they have struggled ever 


WE: Again, M-N-M's value depends on whether 

WWE is committed to rebuilding the Smackdown tag division. 

If Mercury and Nitro can be matched up against some other 

quality teams, they could be something special. Edge and 

Christian, the Dudleys, and The Hardy Boyz came up with clas- 

sic tag team matches for this generation. M-N-M has the poten- 

fal to do the same, but nati all hey have to work with is the new 
Legion of Doom and Wiliam Regal and Paul Brobil. 


Jeff Jarrett lives for the NWA tile. Hold- J 
ing the proverbial 10 pounds of gold means more to him than f 
virtually anything else. But there's one thing Jarrett values B 
‘even more than that championship, and that's being the top $ 
dog-—ihe "King Of The Mountain." i you wil —of TNA. Jarrett | 
couldn't accept TNA debuting on Spike TV without him being 
the heavyweight champion. That's why he traveled all the way 
to Border City Wrestling and paid off America's Most Wanted 
to help him get his title back. At press time at least, Jarrett was } 
back where he has spent most of the past three years, sitting 
atop TNA with the big belt around his waist. 


f: Jarrett's marketability remains a subject of 
intense debate. There are many within TNA who feel his WWE 
and WCW experience gives him name recognition and gives 
‘TNA credibility. There are others who say his act long ago grew 
stale, that—well—he's just too Southem for mainstream Amer- M 
ica. In fact, the Jarrett divide might be like the red state/blue Ml 
state political divide—the people who believe in Jarrett really $ i 
believe in him, and the people who don't just don't and won't 
One question: How many Jarrett T-shirts do you see the kids 
wearing today? GRADE: 


Jarrett relies far too much on his guitar to 
steal victories from the jaws of defeat, but you can't say he 
is.lacking when it comes to ring acumen. He has underrat- 
ed mat skills and tends to work over an opponent's neck, 
head, and back to set up for his stroke finisher. He can go 
toe-to-toe with anyone in wrestling, from A.J. Styles to 
Kevin Nash. GRADE: 


low TNA fares on Spike TV will deter. 
mine where Jarrett's career is going. He has dominated 
the NWA title for the past three years. He has won cham- $ 
pionships in every promotion in which he has competed. 
Jarrett has done all he can in the ring. But can he be the 
man to carry TNA on his shoulders on national TV? Can 
his name attract ratings and PPV buys? If he is, he will fi- 
nally be accepted as a top-tier competitor and not a sec- 
ond rate or transitional champion. If TNA fails while he is 


the man, Jarrett will take the heat. GRADE: 
LL VALUE: There are plenty of young TNA stars who | 
ean become superstars, but Jarrett is already there. As 
champion, he can be counted upon to deliver solid (though $ 
not spectacular) matches. In the locker room, he can be 
a mentor to younger talent and help elevate them. And no 1 
one can question his dedication to the company. He has 
put his heart and soul into TNA. But TNA cannot allow it- 
Self to become Total Nonstop Jarrett at the expense of me 
rest of the roster. @ 


Raven finally made good on years of 
boasting by Aug his destiny" and winning the NWA heavy- 
weight title. Now he stands alongside Steve Corino, Terry 
Funk, and Sabu as the only four men to win both the NWA 
and ECW heavyweight titles. Raven proved to be a fighting 
By champion and proudly defended his championship in out- 
side promotions, which ultimately proved to be his undoing, 
e had to be disappointed with losing the title just weeks be- 
lll fore TNA debuted on Spike TV, but at least he won the cham- 
pionship he coveted. GRADE: A 
ETABIBITY: Raven likes to boast about having a genius 
LQ. Maybe that's how he developed a character that has re- 
tained its popularity for a decade now. Raven built his name in 
the mid-1990s in ECW, and then converted more and more 
fans to his Flock in WCW and WWE. When record numbers of 
fans were watching the sport during the height of the Monday 
night wars, Raven was one of the edgiest competitors in the 
game. Even though a few years have passed, he doesn't look 
like he has slowed down much. He is stil charismatic and stil 
resonates with fans like few others. RAI 
EPERTOIRE: The hardcore life has taken its toll. He doesn't 
talk much about his various injuries, but everyone who has 
seen him in the locker room before and after a match wil tell 
you that pain is a constant in his Ife, That's why Raven has cut 
some riskier moves out of his repertoire. These days, he gen- 
erally sticks to the evenfiow DDT and his trusty drop toehold, 
and softens opponents with big right hands, spinning clothes- 
| lines, and knee strikes. Those are low-risk, high-reward 
ME moves. While Raven may not have the move set of an Ad 
Styles or Christopher Daniels, he rarely puts himself at risk or 
| tries for an ill-conceived move at a critical moment. GRADE: B 


: Instead of, “What about Raven?" he 
should consider changing his tagline to, "What does Raven 


do now?" He finally made it to the top of TNA and ruled for 
most of the summer, but where does he go from here? This 
year, he added a new facet by transitioning from challenger to 
champion, but there's precious litle more he can do to con- 


tinue to grow. The veteran is at a crossroads. un 


LUE: Raven carried TNA through a difficult peri- 
| oc. He won the heavyweight tite just as TNA was leaving 

Fox Sports Net. He captured the imagination of his fans, 

who then stuck with the promotion during its "dark" time, 

watching Impact online and buying pay-per-views without 
the benefit of TV promotion. If you judge a champion by 
whether he can retain or draw fans, Raven's title reign was 
a success, and that makes him a very valuable member of 
the TNA roster. GRA 


LAC Chalk up another disappointing NWA ti- 
lie run for As. Styles. Styles third reign came to an end after 
just one month. Instead of demanding a rematch against Ra- 
ven, Styles went back to the X division and regained that tile. 
Is the X division a comfort zone for Styles? Is he intent on es- 
tablishing that championship as an equal to the NWA title? Or 

does he lack the confidence to compete against heavyweights 
for a prolonged period of time? A year ago, Styles appeared to 
be TNA's homegrown star waiting for his breakout. It was anoth- 
er very solid year for Styles, one full of fantastic matches. I's just 
i von to figure out what his goals are. GRADE: 


f: How marketable is A.J. Styles? Take a peak 
[| at the merchandise section of the TNA Web site. Phenom- 
f enar: The Best Of A.J. Styles is the top-selling DVD. Styles 
wristbands and T-shirts are also hot sellers. Styles may not 
[| be the most dynamic promo man in wrestling, but he lives up 
to his reputation as one of the sport's most innovative stars. 
People pay to see what he'll do next, and that makes him 
| marketable. GRADE: 
E: Styles showed some, well, phenomenal, mat 
wresiling and technical skills during his epic series of 
matches against Christopher Daniels. He is also one of the 
sport's premier high-flyers. He is constantly coming up with 
new ways to turn his body into a projectile. But just when 
M] you have Styles pegged as an aerialist, he surprises you 
[| with submission or strong-style ground attacks. He has 
even shown surprising brawling proficiency against 
Raven and Abyss. He's as well-rounded a wrestler as 
you're likely to find. un 
EER GROWTH: Styles’ career trajectory has flatlined. 
He keeps bouncing from the heavyweight title picture to 
the X division, and then gets swept aside whenever TNA 
brings in a new talent like Jeff Hardy, Rhino, or Kevin 
Nash. He has to become more assertive. He clearly has 
the skills to win and hold the NWA heavyweight title, but 
he's pretty much in the same position at the close of 2005 
as he was two years ago. Sure, he's one of TNA's top 
stars, but we haven't seen nearly enough growth. In fact, 
he's getting stagnant. BRABE: 


Styles has the skills that make channel 

surfers take their fingers off the buttons and watch the 

FL way he flies through the air with grace and precision. He 

is always developing new moves and putting on four-star 

matches (at least), and that should continue to attract fans. 

| So Styles is a vital ingredient in the TNA mix. In fact, its 

| hard to imagine a TNA PPV on which Styles ET featured 
prominently—and dazzling the audience. & 


| 
Most WANTED Í f 


ENT: Chris Harris and James Storm com- B 
prise TNA's most enduring and accomplished team. They 
have held the NWA tag tile five times and were named Tag | 
Team of the Year for 2004 by PWI readers. They have done 4 
just about everything in TNA, but their true goal is to be uni- 
versally recognized as the top tag team in all of wrestling. 
They were on the right track, especially after winning our Tag 
Team of the Year. But Harris and Storm have had a surpris 
ing amount of trouble with The Naturals. If AMW can't beat a | 
young team like Andy Douglas and Chase Stevens, it's A 
ly hard to label them the sport's top tandem 


Harris and Storm are two good- — 
young men, and they are homegrown talents. But they're 
about as generic as two wrestlers could be. They seem devoid 
of personality at times, and you need personality to be mar- 
ketable. Maybe their recent decision to turn heel could fresh 
en them up a bit and give them more of an edge. They defi- 
nitely need a spark in this category—a catchphrase ... a 


makeover ... something. GRABE: 

EPI è You have to give Harris and Storm credit for 
appreciating the fine art of tag team wrestling. They use 
several double-team maneuvers, such as their versions of 
the death sentence, the Hart attack, and the veg-o-matic. 
The thing is, those moves were all used prominently by 


other teams first (Demolition, The Hart Foundation, and The l 
Midnight Express, respectively). If you're going to steal, it 
only makes sense to steal from the best. But AMW should 
try to develop a more distinctive double-team finisher of d 
their own. They have been effective with their current set 
of moves, but a fresh new finisher could really help them 
stand out. 

| 


i A year or so ago, it was widely report 
ed that WWE was interested in signing AMW away from 
TNA, but AMW has opted to stay with TNA, the organiza- 
tion that made them stars. No one has been able to con- 
firm or deny that report, but the fact that so many people 
took that rumor seriously shows that people recognize Har- 
ris and Storm as a terrific team that could contend for tag. 
team gold in WWE. They have come a long way from their 
humble roots, and their change in attitude lines them up for 
big matches against Team 3D and perhaps the reunited $ 
New Age Outlaws. Wins over those teams would propel 
AMW back into the elite tag team picture. E 


L VALUE: Harris and Storm are the backbone of the 
TNA tag team division. They're team players and have 
developed a respectable fan base. Losing them would be a $ 
preity big blow to TNA. BRADE: A E 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Daniels had an impressive si 
Tun as X division champion and scored great wins over the 
likes of A.J. Styles, Petey Williams, and Austin Aries before 
dropping the title in September. For most comp: 
half-year titie reign is pretty impressive, but, frankly, we're 
holding Daniels to a higher standard. It is about time for him 
to start contending for the NWA heavyweight title, too. He 
has been in the game for 12 years now. We know how good 
he is. I's time for him to take that next step. GRABE: B. 


MARKETABRITY: "The Fallen Angel" has a significant fol- 
lowing, both in TNA and on the independent circuit. His. 
charisma is undeniable, and he is a terrific promo man. Plus, 
his gimmick is a classic. His merchandise and tape sales 
have helped keep Ring of Honor in business through the 
years, and his stuff is among TNA's top sellers. Few in either 
of those promotions are more marketable. GRADE: A 


REPERTOIRE: Daniels’ move set reads like an encyclope- 
dia of wrestling. More importantly, Daniels knows the 
appropriate time to use each move and tactic. He has 
the rare ability to transition from high-risk attacks into 
cagey mat wrestling. His best moonsault ever might well 
be just that, and the speed with which he can take an 
‘opponent to the mat and tie him up in a Koji clutch is 
just incredible. He's one of the most well-rounded com- 
petitors in the sport. GRABE: A 


CAREER GROWTH Daniels certainly isn't lazy. He con- 
tinues to add new moves to his arsenal and continues 
to grow as a wrestler and as a performer. While he 
still isn’t contending for the NWA title, his stock has 
certainly gone up in TNA over the past two years. 
Things started improving when he joined Team NWA 
and helped that group win the World X Cup. Then he 
and Elix Skipper proved to be a dominant tag team, 
leading to this year's X division title reign. Daniels is 
clearly on the rise in TNA, and he earns a good mark 
for career growth. GRADE: B 


OVERALL VALUE: Daniels is a remarkable wrestling talent 
and one of the true workhorses of TNA. His matches 
against Styles seem to be instant classics, and he cre- 
ates interest in any storyline in which he is involved. But 
TNA seems hesitant to really get behind Daniels. Is it his 
desire to continue working a lot of indy dates? Is some- 
one in the front office turned off by his devilish charac- 
ter? Or is his size and rather average physique a per- 
ceived problem? In any case, Daniels is an extremely im- 
portant part of the TNA roster, even if the front office do. 
always realize it. BRABE: A 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Samoa Joe has only been a part of 
TNA for a few months, but he's already made some big 
waves. He won the Super X Cup by pinning A.J. Styles 
at Sacrifice, and it looks like the X title will be his even- 
tually. Prior to joining TNA, Joe had a record-setting 
reign as the Ring of Honor heavyweight champion and 
an impressive run as ROH pure champion. It's hard to 
imagine any goals Joe has set so far that he has failed to 
achieve. GRABE: A 


MARKETABILITY: With his size and ethnic background, 
Joe certainly stands out. The ROH faithful see him as car- 
rying the flag of honor in TNA, and they're going to support 
him every step of the way. He exudes confidence and 
intensity, and as long as he is allowed to continue using 
his stiff, strong-style tactics, Joe should continue to win 
over new fans. That translates into huge marketing poten- 
tial. BRADE: B 


REPERTOIRE: Underestimate Samoa Joe at your own risk. 
Classify him as a brawler, and he'll choke you out with a 
katahajime variation or a Dragon sleeper. Look at his 
physique and figure he'll fatigue early, and he'll go 60 min- 


utes on you. He may not look like he's chiseled out of 
granite, but Samoa Joe is more of a total package than 
Lex Luger could ever be. He has the size to excel against 
super heavyweights and the skills to excel against X divi- 
sion stars. That's a lethal combination. BRABE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: Joe has taken his act to the national 
stage. He has gone from the underground to the main- 
stream, and he's on the verge of connecting with thou- 
sands of new fans. On top of that, he's a prime title 
contender. Imagine where he could be a year from 
now. GRADE: A 


BVERALL VALUE: With Samoa Joe, it all comes down to 
how TNA uses him. If matchmakers allow him to be the 
Joe he was (and stil is) in Ring of Honor, look out. Joe is 
capable of wrestling Match of the Year candidates against 
variety of opponents. His style and look are unique. His 
promos are usually realistic and engrossing. But will the 
top TNA stars be willing to face Joe in the kind of blister- 
ingly stiff matches Joe favors? Is Jeff Jarrett willing to 
trade chops or take a series of Yakuza kicks or vicious 
boot scrapes in the corner? There is a possibility that 
some of the top stars will refuse to face Joe, which will 
make it hard for him to make it to the top of TNA, or that 
management will try to make him soften his style. If used 
correctly, Joe could be one of TNA's top three wrestlers. If 
mishandled, he's just another X guy. @RABE: B 


BOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Chris Sabin calls himself "The Fu- 

ture,” and that is an appropriate nickname in that we 

don't think we have seen the best of him yet. He is a 

very impressive talent and one of the cornerstones of 

the TNA X division. He is one of the young lions of TNA 

and looks like a threat to regain the X division title at 

any time. He might even contend for the NWA heavy- 
weight title somewhere down the road. Sabin is a patient. 
competitor and is progressing in a slow, workmanlike 
fashion. His latest falling-out with Shocker could turn out 
to be a great learning experience for him. BRADE: B 


MARKETABILITY: Sabin has the same problem that many 
of the other younger TNA competitors have. From an in- 
ring standpoint, he's an elite competitor. But he lacks te 
Personality to stand out from everyone else. His Future 
shock finisher is exciting, but it’s one of the only exciting 
things about him. He needs to develop a gimmick or at 
least a catchphrase to become marketable. GRADE: D 


REPERTOIRE: Like most X division talents, Sabin is an 
accomplished technical and chain wrestler and a very 
good aerialist. His uranage backbreaker is a violent and 
dangerous move that can change the course of a match | 
in a moment. Sabin also has quick reflexes and keeps 
his eyes open for opportunities for cradles or sunset flip. 
rollups. He is more focused on winning than on winning, 
pretty, and that's the right mindset for him to have at 
this stage of his career. BRABE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: Sabin spent much of the year 2005 
feuding with Michael Shane (Matt Bentley), competing 
in multiple-man X division matches, and teaming with. 
Shocker. It was a smart course of action. In mytholo- 
gy, Icarus foolishly flew too close to the sun and melt- 
ed his man-made wings, which led to his falling back 
to earth. The moral of that story is that youth that tries. 
to overreach its abilities will inevitably fail. Sabin is 
progressing at just the right pace. He is a student of 
the game and is getting better all the time. GRADE: B 


OVERALL VALUE: Sabin may not be a main event talent 
in TNA yet, but we think he will be eventually. He 
one of the company's stars of the future, like a hot 
NHL prospect racking up points in the AHL. The TNA 
front office has to be noticing his improvement and 
wondering if he could continue that growth if he be- 
gan feuding with Jeff Jarrett, Raven, and/or Christo- 
pher Daniels. Most of his value lies in his future. no pun 
intended. Without young stars like Sabin, TNA would be 
in a lot of trouble. BRADE: B 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Abyss has quietly established himself 
as the most feared competitor in TNA. He is a perpetual 
contender to the NWA heavyweight title, but he lacks the 
focus to channel his inner rage long enough to make a sus- 
tained run at the championship. Still, Abyss doesn't lose 
often. He has become a sought-after talent on the indepen- 
dent scene as well and reportedly was heavily scouted by 

WWE. Not every wrestler's main goal is to win a major cham- 

pionship. Abyss has succeeded in becoming a world-class 

competitor. The titles should follow eventually. BRADE: A 


MABKETABILITY: Don't think of Abyss as a seething mass of 
boiling rage. Think of him as the strong, silent type. In this 
era of interminable promos and constant trash-talking, Abyss 
simply goes into the ring and kicks tail. There's something 
appealing about that. Plus, a man willing to be slammed 
‘onto hundreds of thumbtacks is going to win the hearts of a 
lot of fans—just ask Mick Foley. Replica Abyss masks could 
become hot sellers. GRADE: B 


REPERTOIRE: Abyss is a first-class power merchant. His 

black hole slam is virtually guaranteed to end a match, as 
are his sitout backbreaker and choke-slam. Sure, his arse- 
nal consists almost entirely of the standard big man's 
moves, but you cannot argue with their effectiveness. We 
would like to see him add a submission hold or two to his 
arsenal just to give himself a chance to catch a breather 
every once in a while, but we doubt Abyss has the kind of 
patience it takes to work a body part. He's much happier 
picking people up and slamming them down as hard as 
he can. GRADE: B 


CAREER GROWTH: When Abyss first arrived in TNA from 
Puerto Rico, we were skeptical. He was a massive physi- 
cal specimen, but he came off as a weird hybrid of Man- 
kind and the old Kane. Over the past couple of years, 
Abyss has shown he is not a cheap knockoff of WWE 
superstars. Abyss has scored wins over most of the TNA 
roster at one point or another, and now that he has Father 
James Mitchell in his corner, he might be able to follow 
Mitchell's direction long enough make a real push for the 
NWA title. GRADE: B. 


OVERALL VALUE: Abyss has impressed a lot of people 
with his abilities, his professionalism, and his general de 
meanor. Earlier this year, TNA announced it had parted 
ways with the big man, prompting rumors of his impend- 

ing arrival in WWE. But Abyss surprised everyone—espe- 
cially Jeff Hardy—by returning to TNA. He showed his loy- 
alty, and that’s an important quality at this critical juncture 

in TNA's development. n A 


At Final Resolution in January, Monty 
Brown beat both "Diamond" Dallas Page and Kevin Nash: 
to earn a shot at Jeff Jarrett's NWA heavyweight title later 
in the show. Brown came very close to winning the belt on 
his first shot, and a panicked Jarrett had to rely on a well 1 
timed quitar shot (what else?) to escape with the gold. Tl 
Fast-forward eight months and Brown was teaming with Kip | i 


James and feuding with 3 Live Kru. As The Hurricane might 
say, whatsupwiddat?! GRADE: © 


lí 
1 TY: "The Alpha Male" has incredible charisma, | 2 
an explosive offense, and the kind of back story—he played in E 
the NFL—that makes the mainstream media salivate. Ba- i 
sically, he seems to be the ideal choice to carry TNA as the 
‘company's top singles star, a Goldberg for this decade. That 

all seems obvious to us, which is why we're still scratching our 

heads over Brown's bizarre heel turn a few months back. [iil 
Generally speaking, unless your name is Ric Flair, heels are 

nowhere near as marketable as babyfaces. One pounce to 

Jeff Jarrett, though, and Brown jumps to an “A+.” And that $ 

might be coming. nE 


d 


= Essentially, Brown has three moves: his Al- 
pha bomb, his Alpha-lanche splash, and, of course, his 
pounce. Scoff if you will, but those three moves are usu- 
ally enough to get the job done. Typically, Brown ove 
whelms opponents with raw power. He could stand to. 
add some wear-down or submission holds to his arse. 
nal, and he probably will in time, but first he needs to 
get his career plan in order. un 


I: At the start of 2005, the 2004 P 
Rookie of the Year looked to be the heir apparent to the 
NWA title. The past year has been a huge step backward. $ 
We hope he has learned a lile bit from the time he spent $ 
alongside veterans like Jarrett and Kip James—things like 
how to pace himself and avoid telegraphing big moves, 
typical rookie mistakes. Even so, his career regressed in 
2005 and only seemed like it was starting to slowly get 
back on track in the fall. & 


L VALUE: Managers have gone out of style these | 
days, but a guy like Brown could really use a manager or 
adviser to help him find his way. He has the potential to be 

one of wrestling’s biggest sensations, but he just doesnt 
seem to recognize it. A good manager could set him on 
the path to greatness. If Brown were to get his head on 

right and go back to being a fan favorite and contending for 
the NWA title, he would be invaluable to TNA. As he is right 
now, he's barely a factor. As we mentioned above, though, $ 
that could change in a heartbeat 
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NATURALS 


EVEIIENT: It wasn't all that long ago that The 
Naturals were considered a joke tag team. In fact, in one 
night in February 2004, Chris Harris beat Chase Stevens 
in a singles match, then beat Andy Douglas in another sin- 
gles match, and then singlehandedly beat both of them in a 
handicap match. But Stevens and Douglas have kept im- 
proving and have blossomed into an impressive tag team. 

From punch line to champions, The Naturals are a rags-to- 

riches story. GRADE: 


While The Naturals may have improved as 
a team, they stil need to develop individual personalities. 
When they first started teaming in late-2003, it could be ex- 
cused when fans called Stevens "the blond guy" and Douglas 
“the brown-haired guy." Listen carefully to the rank-and-file 
fans at a TNA event and you'll find some of the fans are still 
using the color of their hair to tell Stevens and Douglas apart. 
That's not good from a marketing standpoint. EI 
ENTIRE: Stevens has a solid shooting star press and fly- 
ing forearm, and a very impressive Ace crusher executed out 
of a Death Valley driver. Douglas has an impressive Natural 
selection finisher, and their tag team finisher, the Natural dis- 
aster, has been good enough to put away AMW and Team 
Canada. Its not a lot, but it has been enough to make itto the 
top of the NWA tag team division. BRABE: B 
[ E It is easy to see exactly when The Nat- 
urals became a respectable tag team. Their career turned 
around the moment they formed a bond with Chris Can- 
dido. Candido was a mentor and tremendous influence 
on their careers. Candido helped them win the NWA tag 
title, and his tragic death gave them the inspiration to 
raise their game to a new level. Their brief recent associ- 
ation with legendary manager Jimmy Hart was also a 
major learning experience. Last year, Americas Most 
Wanted were the surprise winners of PW/'s Tag Team of 
the Year. This year, it could well be AMW's rivals, The 
Naturals. un 


u E Right now, The Naturals are still a feel- 
good story. Two young kids who dedicated their reign to the 
man who helped them reach the top. We hate to sound cal- 
lous, but we wonder what happens when they lose the title 
and have to try to fight their way back to the top. Has their 
recent success been due—unintentionally—to Candido's 

death? Have Douglas and Stevens been wrestling better 
than their ability because Candido's death motivated them to 

a higher level? What happens when that motivation inevitably 

wears off? We're not sure if The Naturals will ever be able to 

make it to this level again. 


TF: Kip James hasn't really made much 
a mark in TNA since debuting in February. He helped Jeff 
Jarrett beat Kevin Nash at Against All Odds and then beat 
Nash in a taped-fist match at Destination X. Ever since, he 
has been more or less mired in a feud with 3 Live Kru. A 
wrestler with a resume like the former Billy Gunn's should be 
doing more than struggling in matches against Ron Killings. 
But a year ago he was being left off WWE TV and PPV 
events, so there has been some improvement. E 


Once upon a time, Billy Gunn was one-half. 
of The New Age Outlaws, one of the most popular, char- 
ismatic, and successful tag teams in wrestling history. Re- 
member al those "Suck It" T-shirts? Gunn was getting royal- | 
ty checks from those. But that was seven years ago, and 
that's a lifetime in the wrestling business. After his ill-fated $ 
union with Chuck Palumbo, his string of injuries, and TNA's 
nonstop efforts to remake him (The New Age Outlaw, The 
Outlaw, Kip James), Gunn's marketability has taken a shel- $ 
lacking. Of course, a New Age Outlaws reunion could change $ 


lames is deceptively strong and has the sort of 
knowledge and experience that come from facing the biggest 
stars the sport has to offer. That being said, he is essentially 
a conservative, 1980s-style wrestler. He relies on bodystams 


set up either his famouser or his Gunn slinger finishers. He 
is fundamentally strong. but seems out of pace against X J 
division stars who make him looker older than his birth cer 
tificate indicates. 


(including his gorilla press), suplexes, and neckbreakers to | 


CAREEI E It would have been easy for James to 
fade away after being released from WWE in 2004. in- 
stead, he wasted very litle time in starting with TNA and 
immediately getting peripherally involved in the heavy: 
weight file picture. He has lost much of that momentum, 
but he has more opportunities now than he has had for the 
past couple of years. TNA's more relaxed schedule has 
given him more time to heal up nagging injuries, and James 
is looking better than he has in years. È 


James could be of major value to TNA in 
two ways: He and B.G. James could reunite and 1 
some huge matches against Team 3D, America's Mos d 
Wanted, and The Naturals. Or he could compete as a sin- 
gles wrestler and use his experience and veteran status to 
elevate some of TNA's younger talent. A lot of guys would 
love to have a win over one of the most decorated champi- 
ons in WWE history on their resume. If James knows his role, $ 


he could be extremely valuable. GRADE: 


WILLIAMS 


AL ACHIEVEMENT: Petey Williams can take some pride 

in being the captain of Team Canada, but that's not good 
enough for us. Williams has one of the most spectacular 
finishers in all of wrestling with his Canadian destroyer. 
He was a dominant X division champion and the first run- 
ner-up in Ps 2004 Rookie of the Year voting. Other than 
winning the ECWA Super 8 Tournament in 2005, Williams 
failed to build on those successes. His individual talents 
are being obscured by his involvement with Team Canada. 
It's about time he considers dumping manager Scott D'A- 
more and going solo. E 


ABILITY: Wiliams’ greatest asset is his Canadian de- 
stroyer. If he didn't have that sensational flipping piledriver, he 
might risk being just another undersized, generic (though high- 
ly skilled) competitor. The destroyer sets him apart. Fans pay 
to see Williams hit that move. That's why the crowd pops when 
he hits it and boos him at every other moment, The move is 
bigger than the man, but the move is money. 


E: Have we mentioned the Canadian destroyer? 
Seriously, Williams is a fantastic talent even without that move. 
He is a very good counterwrestler and seems to be able to 
improvise new moves/holds in the middle of a match. Other 
than Samoa Joe, he is probably the most ground-based X divi- 
sion wrestler. He has top-rate scientific skills and a very nasty 

| temperament. He's a scrapper with a mean streak. 


i As we mentioned previously, Williams 
really hasn't done much to build on his success of 2004. 
Yes, Team Canada is one of TNA's elite teams. And yes, 
Williams is the lynchpin of that stable. And yes, Williams 
has won fitles all over the independent circuit, as well as 
the Super 8. All of that is true. What's also true is that Wil- 
liams has become a mid-card player in TNA and appears 
to be in danger of becoming a pawn subject to O Amore s 
personal whims and designs. Williams hit a bit of a sopho- 
more slump. 0 
ERALL VALUE: In his current capacity, Williams could be 
replaced in Team Canada wilhout much of a problem. He 
could leave TNA tomorrow and not cripple the promotion. 
That's not an appraisal of his talent, but an indictment 
against his management. A wrestler of Williams’ caliber 
shouldn't be a glorified thug in a heel faction like Team 
Canada. He should be contending for the X title, or even 
the heavyweight belt. He should be terrorizing TNA with 
that Canadian destroyer. He needs to get more assertive 
and either demand that D'Amore get him back on the sin- 
gles track or dump his Canadian comrades and get back to 
driving skulls into the mat. GRA 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: How do we know if Jeff Hardy 
achieved any personal goals he had set for himself? 
We're not entirely convinced that he totally understands 
the concept of goals, let alone has any specific objectives 
in mind. The free-spirited Hardy got into wrestling be- 
cause he loved to compete in the ring and loved to enter- 
tain. He left WWE because he was no longer having fun. 
Ever since joining TNA, Hardy has seemed to run hot and 
cold. He has had some great matches against A.J, Styl 
and Abyss, and then he's content to fade away into the 
shadows for weeks at a time (or just not show up at all for 
the occasional pay-per-view). If his goal was to earn a de- 
cent paycheck, mission accomplished. If he's serious about 
winning title belts, he's drifted off-course. There's just no 
consistency here. BRADE: € 


MARKETABILITY: Hardy is still an extremely marketable 
commodity. He still elicits squeals of delight from the ladies 
when he peels off one of his mesh shirts before a match, 
and his merchandise sells well for TNA. Some fans adore 

im, while some hate his guts. When you can elicit that 
much passion either way, there's definite marketing poten- 
tial. GRADE: A 


REPERTOIRE: Hardy has become a bit more conservative 
since the days he and brother Matt flung their bodies through 
the air with reckless abandon every night, and that's actually 
a good thing. Hardy's daredevil style was taking a toll on his 
body, particularly on his back and knees. Toning down the 
high-risk moves will add years to his career. His experi 
against a diverse array of competition in WWE pre- 
pared him for any style of opponent he faces. He can be 
Outwrestled or overpowered, but he never seems lost re- 
gardless of what his opponent throws at him. GRADE: 


CAREER GROWTH: Signing with TNA gave his career a 
cond life, but since he put his name on the contract, 
s underachieved. Maybe our expectations were 
100 high all along. Hardy no longer seems to be a seri 
ous threat to win the NWA heavyweight title, but he 
could certainly be a force in either the tag team or X divi- 
definitely looks better than he did during in his 

days in WWE. GRADE: C 


OVERALL WALBE: Hardy still has a lot of name recognition 
from his WWE days. He still attracts fans. His merchan- 
dise still sells. And when he's feeling particularly motivat- 

an still deliver a heck of a match. TNA is better for 
having him on the roster, but losing him wouldn't kill the 
company, either. The fact that TNA keeps giving him 
chances to be an important player says a lot. BRADE: 


KRG 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: B.G. James, Ron Killings, and Konnan 
formed 3 Live Kru because they were buddies and were look- 
ing to have a good time. For several months, the trio mainly 
did comedy sk s matches. They 
got serious in late-2004 and held the NWA tag team title 
briefly, but quickly dropped back down to the mid-card. They 
don't seem to have much motivation, and without motivation, 
you're not going to achieve many goals. GRADE: C 


MARKETABILITY: The Kru has plenty of name recognition and 
appeals to several different demographics. Konnan is particu- 
larly popular among Hispanic fans, which is a growing segment 
of the wrestling audience. James and Killings are catchphrase 
machines and are both tremendous promo men. The unit can 
be extremely marketable, but that marketability is tempered by 
their inability to stay relevant for a prolonged stretch of time. 
Trash-talkers with 500 records aren't as marketable as they 
might like to think. GRADE: B. 


REPERTOIRE: It's hard to find a better mix of veteran leader- 
hip, international influence, and pure talent. Konnan and 
James may have slowed down a little bit from their 1990s 
primes, but Killings is still at the top of his game. Killings is the 


workhorse of 3 Live Kru, and for good reason. The only thing 
missing from their repertoire is motivation. GRADE: B. 


CAREER GROWTH: Some teams have been called greater 
than the sum of their parts, meaning the team is capable of 
more success together than each member could possibly 
achieve singlehandedly. 3 Live Kru is the exact opposite. Kil- 
lings is a two-time former NWA heavyweight champion. 
Konnan is one of the most accomplished competitors in 
Mexican wrestling history. James is the class clown, but he 
is an accomplished tag team competitor. You put those 
three personalities together and you should expect great- 
ness. Instead, they just seem to float around aimlessly. We 
hope they're having a ton of fun at least. BRADE: B. 


OVERALL VALUE: Again, this is a case in which we have to 
evaluate the potential value of the team against their current 
value. Potentially, 3 Live Kru could become one of TNA's top 
three or four money-earners. All three men have flirted with 
singing, for example, A CD release and modest concert tour 
«could draw money and win over new fans. More attractive T- 
powder blue monstrosities are just awful) 
ell much better, particularly if the Kru got on a 
lengthy winning streak. But none of that has happened. 3 
Live Kru fils out the mid-card and has done a commendable 
job of elevating younger talent like The Naturals and Team 
Canada, whi but still makes 
valuable as the team could be. GRADE: C 
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Steve Corino (with his mother, Marianne) enjoyed chatting with some of his heroes at 
WrestleReunion II. “The King Of Old School" is, however, focused on his future as 
AWA champion. That's right, the AWA has a future. 


1 *. 


S A WRESTLING fan and a 
A wrestling journalist, | proba- 

bly will never have a day as 
good as August 27, 2005. This was 
the day that | got to flash my fancy 
press credentials and be part of 
WrestleReunion Il 

It truly was a spectacular event, as 
1 had the chance to speak with and 
interview some of my favorite stars 
from the past and present. | had won- 
derful conversations with many of 
these men, including Tommy Rogers, 
Bobby Fulton, Jimmy Hart, Brad Arm- 
strong, Stan Lane, Ivan Koloff, and, 
of course, Bruno Sammartino. 

It was like stepping into the Hall of 
Justice for a comic book fan—wall-o- 
wall superheroes. And just as exciting 
was the wrestling event itself, with 
many legends and current stars put- 
ting on a great show for fans. 

But WrestleReunion II was more 
than just a nostalgia trip. Yes, the 
weekend was set up to commemo- 
rate the 25th anniversary of the leg- 
endary Sammartino-Larry Zbyszko 
steel cage match at Shea Stadium. 
Yes, Greg Valentine and Tito San- 
tana did battle for the umpteenth 
time. And yes, vendors were seling 
wrestling videos dating back to the 
1950s. However, there was much 
more—more for the present and, 
more importantly, more for the future. 

Many of the Q & A sessions fea- 
tured current superstars, not leg- 
ends. The Sammartino-Zbyszko 
storyline was actually overshad- 
owed by the main event, a wild en- 
counter between the former Dudley 
Boyz and Rhino and Matt Hardy 
(see story on page 36). Finally, 
some of the vendors were not really 
vendors at all, but instead up-and- 
coming wrestling promotions trying 
to snag a few new fans. 

(Side note: You ought to check out 
NWA Cyberspace. For more than a 
year, this organization has been 
putting on great shows from its home 
base of Wayne, New Jersey. And 
you know the competitors. Jeff Jar- 
rett. Abyss. Rhino. Elix Skipper. Son- 
jay Dutt. Do | need to go on? I can. 
Jazz. Rodney Mack. The Maximos. 
Crowbar. Mana. Mike Kruel. Tracy 


Brooks. Chris Harris. Shark Boy. 1 
think l've made my point.) 

And right in the midst of all the T- 
shirt-buying and picture-taking, 
there was a moment that brought 
the worlds of the past and the pre- 
sent together perfectly. Four-time 
AWA World champion Nick Bock- 
winkel (with classic title belt in tow) 
shook hands with current AWA cham- 
pion Steve Corino. For Corina, it was 
a dream-come-true, as he got to 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder as an 
equal with one of the sport's all-time 
greats. For Bockwinkel, the moment 
was probably special, too, as the belt 
that he so proudly held was back in 
the spotlight once again after 15 
years of relative obscurity, 

1 met with Corino later to discuss 
the re-emergence of the AWA and 
how it all came about. The AWA 
name was purchased by promoter 
Dale Gagner in 1996, six years aft- 
er the organization officially folded, 
with Larry Zbyszko as its last cham- 
pion. The organization took off slow- 
ly and sported such champions as 
Evan Karagias, The Patriot, and King 
Kong Bundy 

in 2004, however, the AWA took a 
tum for the bigger. The AWA became 
a governing body of independent pro- 
motions, much like the NWA is for its 
more than 30 affiliates. Some of its 
associates include Japanese promo- 
tions World- and Zero-One Max, 
giving the AWA a real woridly feel. 

Since winning the tile from Takao 
Omori in June 2005, Corino has been 
a busy man. He has defended the 
title around the world against any 
challenger he can find. While proud 
to be the champion, Corino admits 
there is more stress associated with 
the AWA tile than any other tite he 
has held before. “Being the AWA 
champion is a lot of pressure be- 
cause you have the pressure of living 
up to the great former champions like 
Verne Gagne, Bockwinkel, Rick Mar- 
tel, Mad Dog Vachon, Jerry Lawler, 
and Curt Hennig, but also because 
you are trying to educate the fans 
that the AWA title is back and is to be. 
taken seriously,” he said 

History is something very impor- 


tant to “The King 
Of Old School.” 


He may bash 
legends like 
Dusty Rhodes 
and Terry Funk 
on the micro- 
phone and in 
the ring on oc- 
casion, but he 
clearly has great 
respect for what. 
they have done 
lor the sport. In 
turn, Corino, a 
former ECW 
and NWA cham- 
pion, is trying to 
carve out his 
own niche in 
history as well 
The AWA 
did, indeed, 
have a tremen- 
dous history. 
Before Hull 
amania" ran 
wild in Madison 
Square Gar- 
den, it was run- 
ning wild in the 
AWA. Before 
The Road War- 
riors became 
the world's most 


With Corino as champion, the AWA is enjoying something of a resur- 


dominant tag gence, both in the US. ond Japan, buit has a long way fo go before 


team, they were it reaches the status 


destroying teams Beckwinkel and Jerry Lawler. 


in the AWA. Before Jerry Lawler 
was making goo-goo eyes at WWE 
divas, he was fighting honorably as 
AWA champion. From Pat O Con- 
nor to Zbyszko, the AWA thrilled 
fans for 30 years. It even had its 
own featured program on ESPN 
back in the 1980s. 

Corino knows, however, that 
many fans are ignorant of this his- 
tory, but doesn't blame them for 
their lack of knowledge. "WWE has 
pretty much told fans that i it didn't 
happen in the WWWF/WWF/WWE 
or they don't own the history of it, it 
never happened," he told me. 

The video vault of the original 
AWA was purchased by WWE. 
You can even see some of the or- 


‘enjoyed during the glory days of Nick 


ganization's classic matches on 
WWE DVD releases and on the 
wwe.com Match Jukebox (there 
are four AWA matches currently 
available in the 1980s section). 

Corino is realistic when he talks 
about building off the rich history of 
the promotion. “The AWA has a 
great legacy, but we cannot live off 
the legacy. We need to build a new 
one. And it is going to take time. 
There is going to be a lot of trial 
and error in the new AWA.” 

The AWA truly has a lot of work to 
do if itis to merely survive. But if the 
organization can feed off the deter- 
mination of its 32-year-old champion, 
it just might find a way not just to sur- 
vive, but to start to thrive. o 
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doing that? Of course, fans might 
be happy if Jarrett dropped the belt 
permanently to A.J. Styles, Monty 
Brown, or even Petey Williams. But 
that would end the viability of Jar- 


rett's character when he still has 
the potential to be a main event 
draw. How does Jarrett get rid of 
the bad heat, but stay within the 
main event mix? 

Let's examine the situation. Why 
does Jarrett have bad heat in the first 
place? It's common knowledge that 

G66] PROP THE BELT! Drop the bet” tem and wouldn't pay a dime to his father, Jerry Jarrett, gave him his 
llis becoming a familiar chant see them under any circumstances. start in the wrestling business and 
BB that is reverberating throughout Triple-H has walked the fine line — helped launch TNA with the idea of 
Universal Studios in Orlando when- between bad heat and 
ever NWA champion Jeff Jarrett good heat at times, earning 
enters the ring. Now those chants resentment for his marriage 
‘wouldn't be so loud if Jarrett defend- 10 Stephanie McMahon and 
ed the belt more often in straight his obsession with control 
one-on-one matches, but to TNA ling the Raw brand, yet 
fans, the self-proclaimed "King Of Helmsley is able to offset 
| The Mountain" does too much tak- that bad heat with good 
ing, wrestles in too many tag team heat by tuming in great per- 
and six-man tag team bouts, and, formances in pay-per-view 
when he does put the gold on the main events on a consis: 
line, his title defenses are marred by dem basis. 
ridiculous amounts of interference Those chants at Uni- 
and foreign objects. versal Studios are bad heat. 
| Like I've written before, Jarrett has During one set of Impact 
| more broken guitars than a Nashville tapings earlier this year, 


pawn shop. Prior to Jarrett's tile fans actually began chanti- 

defense against Kevin Nash in ng at Jarrett, "Get your hat, 

February, Director of Authority Dusty get your coat, and leave! 

Rhodes decreed that Jarrett would Jarrett has either tried to 

lose the NWA heavyweight ile ihe ignore the chants or play 

dared to use a guitar as a weapon. them up, depending on his 

‘And how did Jarrett get around that mood. Nevertheless, the 

stipulation? He pulled an even bigger fans message had to be 

weapon out of the string family, a fat loud and clear to the TNA 

ol cello, and bashed Nash with it. hierarchy that extends 

Then he repeatedly slammed Nash’s beyond Jarrett. Most re- 

knees with the lid of the cello case! cently, fans started chanti- 

In wrestling, insiders say mat ng, "Drop the belt!” and 

heels have either "good heat” or Jarrett actually fumbled the 

"bad heat." Hollywood Hogan, Ric NWA belt onto the mat for 

| Flair, The Rock, and even Vince Mc- them, stoking the fire even 
Mahon used to draw “good heat,” more. 
meaning that fans loved to hate Thats the correct way for 
them—and would be happy to pay Jarrett to handle the situa- 
their hard-earned dollars to see vn He should confront the 
someone kick their butts. Henry issue head-on, acknowl- This picture probably sickens a lot of the fans that 
Godwinn, Vince Russo, David Far, edge what the fans are say- attend TWA impact tapings in Orlando and probably 
and David Arquette often drew "bad ing. and try to tum the bad 3 fair number of other TNA fans. They just can 
heat,” meaning that fans booed best into good heat. . —— nutes tan 
them because they genuinely hated How does he go about amore positive way. 
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making Jeff thea star. Furthermore, 
Jeff insists on remaining the NWA 
champion, with four reigns over the 
past three years, although it is obvi- 
‘ous that many wrestlers in the X divi- 
sion—including Styles, Williams, 
Chris Sabin, and Samoa Joe—are 
far better athletes and potentially bet- 
ter draws. 

Then there are his matches 
They are soooooo 1999. The brawl- 
ing on the outside, the constant 
interference of his running buddies 
(now America's Most Wanted, am- 
ong others), and countless run-ins 
capped by a screw job finish are 
straight out of the Monday night war 
textbook. Jarrett's personal wres- 
tling style isn't much more com- 
pelling. How many times have we 
seen Jarrett lay atop the corner 
turnbuckles with his legs crossed, 
yawning as his opponent struggles 
to recover? What about the two-fin- 
gered "Nature Boy” strut? Or how 
about the stroke, one of the most an- 
ticlimactic finishers in wrestling? 

Jarrett does have a lot of posi- 
tives, however. Although he is only 
38 years old, he will celebrate his 
20th anniversary as a wrestler next 
year. So he has a veteran's mind in 
a relatively youthful body. He is one 
of only two active TNA wrestlers 
(Nash) who was a world champion 
(both of WCW) during the Monday 
night war. And Jarrett still boasts 
name recognition among casual 
fans. For those reasons alone, he 
should be in the main event picture. 

What could Jarrett do to prove his 
worth as NWA champion? Person- 
ally, haue never understood why 
Jarrett doesn't come out and admit 
right there on TNA TV that he is a 
minority co-owner of TNA. After all, 
as soon as it was learned that WWE 
would be jumping to the USA Net- 
work, it was Jarrett who immediately 
hopped a plane to New York City 
and met with Viacom executives 
about the possibilty of getting a time 
slot on Spike TV. Obviously, Jarreits 
efforts were successful. Isn't it ag- 
ainst Jarrett's character, at least the 
one he portrays on TV, not to brag 
about that? 


Jarrett sounds 
ridiculous when he 
complains that the 
higher-ups in the 
NWA and TNA are 
conspiring against 
him. He's one of the 
higher-ups! And vir- 
tually every fan 
knows it because he 
has done countless. 
interviews for maga- 
zines, radio stations, 
newspapers, and 
Web sites in which 
he has freely dis- 
cussed his role in 
TNA. Many fans feel 
as if Jarrett is insult- 
ing their intelligence 
when he portrays 
himself as one man 
against the estab- 
lishment. He is the 
establishment! 

For two decades, 
Vince McMahon 
pretended to be 
nothing more than a 
straight-laced an- 
nouncer in WWE. In 
the late-1990s, even 
casual fans knew 
McMahon was actually the owner of 
the company. That's when crowds 
began turning against him, and he 
often received boos even when he 
entered the arena to do play-by-play 
work for Monday Night Raw. It 
wasn't until McMahon's true role in 
WWE was exposed during his feuds 
with Bret Hart and Steve Austin that 
fans thought he was finally leveling 
with them. McMahon started getting 
good heat when he openly used his 
power against *Stone-Cold." The 
angle was rooted in reality, and 
wrestling seems to be missing that 
these days. 

Jarrett should follow McMahon's 
example. He should freely admit that 
he's a minority owner and that he will 
go on to use that power to punish his 
‘enemies. Is there any better way for a 
wrestler to gain heat? Now that Chris 
Harris and James Storm are at h 
side, wont their careers benefit from 


‘on impact, too? 


Jeff Jarrett was not hesitant to pose with his father, Jerry, after 
they founded TNA in 2002. He acknowledges his real role in the. 
‘company in mainstream interviews all the time. Why not admit it 


being close to a minority co-owner? If 
Jarrett came clean and admitted that 
he has used his influence as minority. 
co-owner to remain NWA champion, 
as his critics suggest he has, it would 
give him a great deal more credibility 
with those rowdy fans in Orlando. 
During an interview session for one of | 
our sister publications, The Wrestler, 
in 2003, Jarrett admitted to me that 
exploitation of anything rooted in real- 
ity was a recipe for success in 
wrestling. Why doesn't he follow his 
‘own advice? 

Believe it or not, | already sense a 
change coming. It's getting to the 
point that fans can't wait to get into 
Universal Studios to chant, "Drop ine 
belt!” A wily veteran like Jarrett 
should be able to exploit any mea- 
sure of fan enthusiasm to his advan- 
tage. If Jarrett can make the fans 
Jove to hate him, he will have justified 
his status as TNA's top star. o 


4 JANUARY/2006 a 115 


M IN A Deep South state of 
lI WWE's newest develop- 

mental promotion started holding 
live events in September. Some 
random thoughts and opinions: 


“The past few weeks have been 
the best of times and the worst of 
times for Lash LeRoux. The former 
WCW cruiserweight standout (and 
contributing artist for the PWI family 

of magazines over the last 
few years) was raised in 
Oxford, Alabama, about 400 
miles away from New Or- 
leans. But LeRoux is ex- 
tremely proud of the Cajun 
roots he acquired from his 
father, a native of Lafayette, 
Louisiana, and flaunted his 

Ragin’ Cajun" personality 
during his WCW run. He 
served as a grand marshal of 
the Mardi Gras parade and 
considered "The Big Easy" to 
be a home away from home. 
While he was trying to 
focus on getting a fresh start 
on his career in Deep South, 
he watched on in dismay as 
Hurricane Katrina ravaged 
the city he loved. He checked 
in on family members living in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, that 
were displaced from their 
home and were without 
power for about a week 
Through Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita, Lash had one 
anguished eye on the de- 
struction and one hopeful eye 
on his own future. 

Deep South represents a 
new beginning for LeRoux. 
WCW never capitalized on 
his wrestling potential, charis- 
ma, and wisecracking per- 
sonality. WWE never brought 
him on board after it bought 
out WCW, and he has lan- 


Lash LeRoux has toiled in relative obscurity on we 
indy circuit since the demise of WCW in 2001. He's 
hoping to get a fresh start in WWE's new develop- 
mental territory, Deep South Wrestling. Some of his 
relatives have much more important concerns. 
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guished on the indy circuit for the 
past four years. 

"Refining my skills under Jody 
Hamilton, who originally trained me 
at the WCW Power Plant, and Bill 
DeMott, my former MIA partner in 
WCW, feels like a return to my 
wrestling roots,” LeRoux told me 
recently. “This is an opportunity to 
recapture all the potential that I felt | 
possessed when | first entered the 
sport.” 

Just as the Gulf Coast looks to 
rebuild for a brighter future, so does 
LeRoux. As far as l'm concerned, 
he would make an ideal addition to 
the Smackdown crulserweight divi- 
Sion. 

-Arbitrary are the wrestling gods. 
Johnny Parisi (nee Swinger) trained 
alongside Edge and Christian in 
Sweet Daddy Siki's wrestling gym 
in Toronto about 10 years ago. 
Edge and Christian have gone on 
to WWE greatness, while Swinger 
has been a journeyman, popping 
up in WCW, ECW, TNA, and doz- 
ens of indy feds along the way. He 
has finally landed a WWE devel- 
opmental deal, and he’s fighting to 
show WWE talent scouts he's 
ready for his promotion to the big 
time. 

Parisi certainly showed some 
brains by pairing up with the smok- 
ing-hot Angel Williams. Go back 
through your PW! collection and 
find my June 2003 edition of "The 
Straight Shooter," in which 1 wrote 
of Angel: “As for her body, you 
could grate cheese on her abs. And 
somebody should steal Tammy 
Sytch’s old Best Buns Slammy and 
present it to Angel immediately, if 
not sooner.” 

Being that she's also a develop- 
mental talent, the WWE front office 
should just call me up and hand me 
a scouting job already. At least they 
should return my calls, right? In any 
case, the restraining order is just 
excessive. Moving on. 

=No one is saying much yet, but 
a lot of people have their eyes on 
Ray Gordy, the son of former 
Freebird and new Wrestling Ob- 
server Hall of Fame member Terry 


Having talked his way out of TNA a few months back, Kid Kash is now based in Deep 


istic style. 


Gordy. In the early-1980s, Terry 
Gordy was considered one of the 
most athletically gifted big men in 
wrestling. He certainly didn't have a 
bodybuilder's physique or the mar- 
quee good looks that are in vogue 
today, but his wrestling and brawl- 
ing skills were as good as any- 
one's. 

Young Ray is the proverbial 
Puppy with big paws. No one wants 
to jinx him by comparing him to 
famous father, but with “Bamm 
Bamm's" blood running through his 
veins, you have to think he has the 
potential to be the next in a growing 
list of sterling second-generation 
superstars. Michael Hayes has 
been seen in the confines of the 
Deep South Arena. | wonder what 
he thinks of Ray. 

“Deep South is supposed to be 
all about preparing developmental 


South, hoping to finally ear a chance to shine in WWE. Dan Murphy still ikes his antago- 


talents for WWE careers. So why is 
it that Deep South is stacked with 
tag teams when tag team wrestling 
in WWE has been put so far back 
on the burner that it's in danger of 
falling off the stove? 

You have the exciting High 
Impact (Tony Santorelli and Mike 
Taylor), Team Elite (Derrick Neikirk 
and Mike Knox), The Regulators 
(Mike and Todd Shane), Ryan 
Reeves and Ryan O'Reilly, and a 
handful of other pairings, since it 
seems like everyone wants to get in 
on the tag scene. 

The September 22 card featured 
two traditional singles matches, one 
women's match, and four tag 
matches. If | didn't know any better, 
I'd think Jim Comette was running 
the show. 

*Rhetorical question for Jeff G. 
Bailey: If you show up at the start of 


a promotion's debut card and cut a 
promo about how you're going to 
take over the territory, haven't you 
already done just that? I mean, 
you're apparently influential enough 
to land the first segment in Deep 
South history. You're already at the. 
top. You can only go downhill from 
here, I'd imagine. 

-is there a better villain in wres- 
urg today than Kid Kash? It's hard 
1o believe he cut his teeth in this 
business as David Jericho, teaming 
with Rick Morton as a version of 
The Rock m Roll Express. On sec- 
ond thought, that makes perfect 
sense. Kash absorbed that old 
Memphis style—how to infuriate 
fans with a sneer, a gesture, and 
tossing a cup of water on a kid at 
ringside. He soaked up the old 
school approach like a sponge and 
then wedded that match psycholo- 
gy with the high spot style of ECW 
and the TNA X division. There will 
never be another Roddy Piper, but 
there might never be another 
Notorious K..D.," either. [ 
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You're at the alrport You see your favorite wrestlerrelaxinginoneo tno why the spiky hair? 


[EU Because people get bored with 
There are certain things you just hann in know about this person. N 
Well, hese are the 12 questions you'd never think of asking 


Why the heck do you carry an iron 
g with you? 

Its big, i's heavy, and it knocks 
people out. It's just ike Samoa Joe. 


Who does your ironing by the way? 
Colt Cabana ... after a few choco- 
late chip cookies 


Have you ever sv 
vomit? 
2 Yes. Where did you hear about that?! 


lowed your own 


ling Association. Can you do an img 
icher? 

(inaudible yelling) You bet your 

Sweet ass I cant 


try has the craziest 


U.S.A. They're all barmy (crazy) of promoter Les Tha 


Thei 
ing in England, "God save ti 
Queen." Does anyone rea 
Everyone apart from her husband, 


etty popular say- 


ne 


ly want 


You have a choice between 
aura Bush, Pee Wee Herman, 


est 


u would you 


of your life. Whi 
choose and why? 

Jim Hellwig, just so ! can learn 
how to clothesline, 


ould 
shave your head? 
A million dollars. 


ke to get you to 


Who was the first celebrity you 
had a crush on? 

Madonna, but that was before 1 
knew what a crush was. IL was more 
of a mild squash. 


plans for the evening? 
Id find out who sold me the crap 1 
was smoking to make me see the 
midget holding the hammer and 
punch their head in ... or go into 
business with him. [ 


in each issue, PWI honors one member of the Wrestling ObserverHall of Fame, but in this issue, we look 
al the latest group to be inducted into what we recognize as the sport's official Hall of Fame 


| HARDCORE GENIUS, a cere 
[B bral assassin, and a trio of 
BPA whiskey-swilting rebels make 
up the Wrestling Observer Hall of 
Fame's Class of 2005. 

Paul Heyman, Triple-H, and The 
Fabulous Freebirds (Michael Hayes, 
Terry Gordy, and Buddy Roberts) 
received the requisite number of 
votes for induction this year, with the. 


election of The Freebirds being 
called "the most surprising result in 
the history of the balloting" by 
Wrestling Observer Publisher Dave 
Meltzer. 

Candidates for Hall of Fame in- 
duction are voted upon by a panel of 
wrestling insiders, including past and 
present wrestlers, promoters, writ 
ers, and historians. Voters are asked 
to evaluate candidates! in-ring ability 
and/or drawing power, longevity, and 
their impact on the business. 
Wrestlers must be at least 35 years 
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old or entering their 15th year in the 
sport. 

For induction, candidates must 
receive at least 60 percent of votes 
in their home region, ensuring all 
candidates are evaluated by an 
informed panel, regardless of territor- 
ial boundaries. 

The Freebirds received a total of 
133 votes for 73 percent of the vote 
from respondents in the U.S. and 
Canada. They become only the 
fourth tag team unit in the Hall of 
Fame based on being a unit, follow- 


The Freebirds-— Michael Hayes, Buddy Roberts, and Terry Gordy—were a supergroup that really was at 
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least a few years ahead of its time. Their induction was a surprise, especially since they made it by such 
a comfortable margin after years of falling short. 


Gordy (shown against One Man Gang) provided a lot of the muscle for The Freebirds, 


and he went on fo enjoy a great deal of success on his own prior to his death. 


ing The Fabulous Kangaroos, The 
Road Warriors, and The Dusek Riot 
‘Squad. 

The induction of The Freebirds— 
particularly by such a decisive mar- 
gin—came as a surprise because 
The Freebirds had been eligible for 
the Hall of Fame for several years 
but had never garnered enough 
votes for induction 

Each Freebird had a unique role 
on the team, Hayes was the golden- 
haired promo master. Gordy was 
the massive workhorse. And Rob- 
erts was the grizzled veteran. To 
gether, they became one of the 
most hated and influential teams in 
wresting history. 

Hayes and Gordy began to build 
the Freebird gimmick in Memphis for 
promoter Jerry Jarrett before moving 
to Mid-South Wrestling (where they 
recruited Roberts) and then to 
Georgia Championship Wrestling 
The Freebirds had their biggest 
impact in the World Class territory in 
Texas. On December 25, 1982. 
12,000 fans tumed out to watch Ric 
Flair defend the NWA World title 
against Kerry Von Erich in a steel 
cage match, with Hayes as guest 
referee, When Von Erich refused to 
accept help from Hayes, Hayes 
turned against him, leading to Gordy 
slamming the cage door on Von 
Erich's head—a shocking move at 
the time. 

That match ignited the Von 
Erichs-Freebirds feud that would 


headline World Class for the next 18 
months. The ‘Birds made brief stops 
in the WWF, AWA, and UWF until 
the team fragmented, with Gordy 
going on to singles fame in Japan 
and Hayes forming a new version of 
the group with Jimmy Garvin in 
‘WCW. They are credited with help- 
ing to popularize ring entrances set 
to music and “the Freebird rule,” 
meaning any two could team as The 
Freebirds (and defend titles), so 
opponents never knew exactly 
whom they were going to face on a 
given night. 

Triple-H looked to be a slam dunk 
selection, as he is stil at the top of 


Triple-H has a lot of critics out 


there, just not enough among 
Observer HOF voters to prevent 


takes is 
justifiable, but his resume is very 
impressi 


his game and has headiined some 
of the highest-grossing pay-per-view 
events in wrestling history. He 
received 121 votes, good for 66 per- 
cent from respondents in the U.S. 
and Canada. 

“He was both the top heel during 
the most financially successful peri- 
od for any wrestling company in 
business history, and has had a 
slew of great matches,” Meltzer 
wrote. 

Triple-H is a 10-ime world cham- 
pion and has been WWE's top heel 
ol this decade. He became the first. 
heel to win the main event of Wres- 
tleMania at "Mania XVI, besting The 
Rock, Mick Foley, and The Big 
Show in a four-way elimination 
match. However, Triple-H will al- 
ways be dogged by the fact that he. 
married into the McMahon family. 
No matter what he accomplishes in 
the ring, there will always be the per- 
ception that he owes at least part of 
his success to his political ties. While 
HHH has had extremely profitable 
feuds with Batista and Shawn 
Michaels, he has also been part of 
disappointing ones with Scott Stein- 
er, Booker T, and others. 

"As far as HHH's enduring lega- 
cy, it will no doubt end up being just 
as it appears today—highly contro- 
versial,” Meltzer wrote. 
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Although in hindsight Paul Heyman probably wishes he hadn't made 
Mike Awesome ECW champ, he did do a lot more good and innov. 


tive than bad, at least creativel 


Paul Heyman might owe his in- 
duction to the resurgence of ECW 
this year and the blockbuster sales 
of The Rise And Fall Of ECW DVD. 
Heyman received 113 votes, good 
for 62 percent of the vote from re- 
spondents in the U.S. and’Canada. 
Heyman got his start in wrestling as 
a photographer, with his work occa- 
sionally appearing in the PWI family 
of magazines. In 1986, he debuted 
as a manager under the name Paul 
E. Dangerously in the Florida territo- 
ry, working for promoter Kevin Sulli- 
van. In 1987, he moved to Memphis, 
where he managed Austin Idol in a 
bloody feud against Jerry Lauer 

In 1987, he turned up in the AWA 
managing The Original Midnight 
Express, Dennis Condrey and 
Randy Rose. Dangerously and his 
Midnights invaded the NWA the fol 
lowing year and feuded with Jim 
Cornette's version of The Midnight 
Express. Heyman remained with 
WCW until 1992, most notably man- 
aging The Dangerous Alliance 
(Steve Austin, Rick Rude, Bobby 
Eaton, Am Anderson, Madusa, and 
Lany Zbyszko). 

After leaving WCW, Heyman be- 
gan working with Tod Gordon in 
booking the fledgling Eastern 

iampionship Wrestling, which 
evolved into Extreme Championship 
Wrestling. 
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when he took ECW to the extreme. 


Dick Murdoch came up less than 10 votes short of the num- 
ber required for induction this year. Perhaps if his "namo- 
ECW helped to sake," Trevor Murdoch, enjoys great success with Raw in the 


revolutionize pro "ety 
wrestling in the 
1990s, thanks to Heyman's ability 
to develop intriguing storylines, 
create complex, larger-than-life 
characters, and incredible market- 
ing and promotion. While ECW 
eventually lost millions of dollars 
and Heyman declared personal 
bankruptcy, five years after the 
company folded fans continue to 
chant “E-C-WI" at WWE events 
and clamor for more ECW re 
union shows. 


e man who had to be most 


more voters will cast ballots for him in 2006. 


Heyman briefly was a part of 
WWE Creative and is responsible 
for building one of the most passion- 
ate fan bases one small promotion 
has ever seen. At press time, he 
was the matchmaker for OVW, 
WWE's top developmental territory. 
Wrestlers receiving less than 10 
percent of the vote—who will be 
dropped from the ballot—include 
Lonnie "Moondog" Mayne, Don 
Muraco, and Yoshihiro Takayama, | 
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Ness MIGHT BE having the best fall season 
| ever. Despite his lack of championship success in 
He home promotion of TNA, he has started col 
lecting indy gold. First, he defeated fellow TNA com- 
petitor Bobby Roode for the Border City Wrestling 
heavyweight title on September 15—on the same card 
that saw Jeff Jarrett regain the NWA heavyweight title 
from Raven, 
Just a few weeks later, Abyss descended upon 
NWA Central States in Kansas, where he defeated 


Abyss is on a bit of a championship tear—but it's not in TNA, 
unfortunately. He spent a good part of his autumn collecting inde 
pendent titles. 
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Tyler Cool to win the NWA Missouri heavyweight title 
on October 7. It was Abyss’ first match for the promo- 
tion. One has to wonder if garnering indy success is 
part of Father James Mitchell's grand scheme for his 
charge. Before hooking up with Mitchell, Abyss was 
just another hairy big guy who would plod through 
matches on his way to victory. Maybe the devilish one 
is helping Abyss focus his fury on something shiny, like. 
tile belts. Who knows if his path of terror will end with 
him capturing gold in TNA. 

Matt Sydal is the winner of this year's Ted Petty 
Invitational Tournament, hosted by IWA Mid-South. 
The two-day event, held on September 24 and 25, fea 
tured a slew of lop independent wrestlers from around 
the country. Sydal defeated Kevin Steen and Arik 
Cannon in the final bout to win the tournament 

Pro Wrestling NOAH's Kenta Kobashi toured the 
U.S. recently, wrestling for both World League 
Wrestiing and Ring of Honor. While in WLW, Kobashi 
defeated Wade Chism in the first match of his mini 
tour. The highlight of the tour for any Kobashi fan, 
though, was his bout against Samoa Joe in New York 
‘on October 1. The two behemoths beat the heck out of 
each other in a spectacular match that had both the 
fans and a lot of the wrestlers in attendance cheering 
the action. Many fans walked out of the New Yorker 
saying that the bout was the independent match of the 
year. We'll see how it fares in balloting for PWI's Match 
of the Year. Achievement Award results will be 
revealed in the special year-end issue of PWI, cover- 
dated March 2006 and available on January 24 

In this month's stipulation matches, Jimmy Golden 
dropped a loser-leaves-town match to Bob Armstrong 
on the October 8 NWA Wrestle Birmingham show .. 
NWA Battlezone's Shea Crosby is now bald thanks to 
The Enhancement Kid. Kid defeated Crosby in a hair 
vs. mask match on October 1 . Mike Foxx is gone 
from Professional Championship Wrestling after drop- 
ping a loser-leaves-PCW match to Mace Malone on 
September 24. 

We're sad to report that Tennessee independent 
wrestler Trae Kellar died on September 20 of a heart 
attack at his home in Brownsville, Tennessee. Kellar 
was 36 ... NWA Universal has ceased operations. The 
Oklahoma-based promotion had been around for two 
years and was a staple of the Midwest. 

Quick title changes: Extreme War, Cleveland, 


OH, October 8: 2 Phat defeated Simply the Best to 
win the vacant tag team title .. NWA Wrestle 
Birmingham, Birmingham, AL, October 8: Jesse 
James beat Tom Prichard to win the NWA Alabama 
heavyweight title ... Professional Championship 
Wrestling, Arlington, TX, October 8: The Blue- 
chippers beat The Dark Circle, The Elite, and 
stephen Murphy and Kevin Paine in an elimination 
match to win the tag team bells ... Steel Rage Pro 
Wrestling, Sapulpa, OK, October 7: Shane Morbid 
defeated heavyweight champion Harry Sanchez for 
the title . Xtreme Championship Wrestling, 
Denton, TX, October 7: Jack Drastic beat Jared 
Steele to win the TNT belt ... Al Jackson beat Kit 
Carson to win the heavyweight belt . Exodus 
Wrestling Alliance, Mooresville, NC, October 4: 
Masked Superstar defeated heavyweight champion 
Jason Jones for the title . Supreme Pro Wrestling, 
Sacramento, CA, October 2: Adam Thornstowe and 
Steel beat J.D. Bishop and Brian Raymond to win 
the vacant tag team title ... Ring of Honor, New York, 
NY, October 1: Sal Rinauro and Tony Mamaluke 
beat B.J. Whitmer and Jimmy Jacobs to win the tag 
team title ... Summit Wrestling Association, 
Summit, PA, October 1: Billy Johnson and Chucky 
Wynn won a tag team royal rumble to win the tag team 
title . TLCW, Ripley, TN, October 1: Kilo defeated 
EI Loco to become the new heavyweight champion 
Les James defeated T.J. Money to become the new 
lightweight champion ... The Missouri Wrecking 
Crew defeated The P.H.A.T. Boyz in a double-dog 
collar match to become the new tag team champions 
New Millennium Championship Wrestling, 
Lancaster, SC, September 30: Tim Hunter defeated 
heavyweight champion Shane Austin in an cage 
match to win the title ... Xtreme Championship 
Wrestling, Denton, TX, September 30: Kit Carson 
defeated Drunk Adam for the heavyweight champi 
onship ... Squared Circle Championship Wrestling, 
McKenzie, TN, September 30: Weasel deteated 
Steven Rampage to become the new Southern 
heavyweight champion ... Salt River Wrestling, 
Glensboro, KY, September 30: Kevin Star defeated 
U.S. champion Hamid Jihad to win the tile ... United 
Wrestling Federations, Westminster, SC, Sep- 
tember 25: Shannon Moore beat AWA light heavy- 
weighYOMEGA champion Krazy K in a best-of-three- 
falls match to win the title ... Toni Monroe beat 
Brandy Scotch to win the MAXW women's title 
Roxi Nagasaki won a 25-man battle royal to claim the 
SWA pure grand prix title ... Championship Wres- 
tling, Kingsport, TN, September 24: Robbie 
Cassidy defeated TV champion Tony Givens to win 
the title ... fron Ring Wrestling, Appalachia, VA, 
September 24: David Flair pinned Jeff Tankersiey to 
become the new heavyweight champion ... Pinnacle 
Pro Wrestling, Pacific, WA, September 24: The 


Here's your 2005 Ted Petty invitatio 
lasted a whole slew of independent wiestlers to win the twu-day 
tournament in Indiana. 


Reason beat Jack Evans to win the Pinnacle tile 
Gateway Championship Wrestling, Cape Gir- 
ardeau, MO, September 24: Cameron Cage beal 
heavyweight champion Kory Twist and Jerry Lynn ir: 
a triple threat match to win the title . Metro Pro 
Wrestling, Dearborn, MI, September 23: Phil Atlas 
and El Reverso beat tag champions Monsters Inc. to 
win the title ... Brad Martin pinned cruiserweight 
champion Gary Dawson for the title ... Amazing N8 
pinned Gutter to become the new metropolitan cham 

pion ... IWA Flashtire, Hartwell, GA, September 17: 
Jason Swords pinned Casey J in a falls 
where match to win the U.S. tile. 


ount-any: 


the international report 
— A 


{ER UMO STAR AKEBONO is probably known only to 
Np American fans for his novelty match opposite The 
Weis show at WrestleMania 21. The former 
yokozuna ("grand champion") was something of a 
Sports icon in Japan before a number of lopsided mar- 
tial arts fights diminished his popularity. Like many 
other wrestlers, his ventures into MMA fighting left him 
with a string of humiliating defeats and not a single vic- 
tory. Many felt Akebono had lost his edge. Sumo 
purists in particular were outraged at the idea of 
Akebono performing with WWE. To many, it seemed 
that Akebono's career was spiraling downward into 
obscurity and oblivion, 

Ever resilient, Akebono has begun to prove his crit 
ics and detractors to be wrong. A few months back, 
Akebono began training in the All-Japan Pro Wrestling 
dojo under the instruction of Kaz Hayashi. While 
Hayashi is one of the world's finest light heavyweights, 
and Akebono's weight clearly places him at the oppo- 
site end of the spectrum, the two have made a fine 


Who would have thought that a massive sumo wrestler would 
be the man to spark a turnaround in business for the ung. 
ing All-Japan? Akebono has done it with some help from an 
unlikely source. Whether the good times will continue for the 
‘company and/or Akebono remains to be seen. 
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By Mike Spillane 


team, so much so that Akebono picked up pro wrestling 
at an amazingly quick rate, and the two unlikely part- 
ners have proven to be excellent training mates. 

By the time you read this, Akebono will have fin- 
ished his first complete tour with All-Japan Pro 
Wrestling, and the results have been nothing but posi- 
live. All-Japan, which has fallen to a distant third 
behind Pro Wrestling NOAH and New Japan Pro 
Wrestling in the puroresu landscape, had been limping 
through poorly attended tours for the entire year. Since 
adding Akebono to the roster, attendance figures have 
swelled, and the company is seeing some of its best 
houses in some time. How long Akebono will remain a 
draw is anyone's guess, but as the sumo star begins 
to rise up the cards, it will be interesting to see if atten- 
dance also continues to rise. With a little polish and 
the right opponents, Akebono might not only ascend to 
sports icon status once again, but help pull All-Japan 
out of its business slump. 

While All-Japan has been fighting a business down- 
turn all year, 2005 has been a box office smash for 
Mexican promotion Consejo Mundial de Lucha Libre. 
CMLL (known in years past as EMLL) has been doing 
record business not just at its home base of Arena 
Mexico (in Mexico City), but also at all its satelite build- 
ings, called Arena Coliseo. CMLL's 72nd anniversary 
card in mid-September saw yet another sellout crowd, 
with many more turned away at the door, for a three- 
way dance with each wrestler's hair at stake. 

Perro Aguayo Jr., Universo 2000, and Hector 
Garza did batlle in the quickly assembled main event, 
which ended with Garza shaved bald in center ring. 
Originally, the match intended to headline this glant 
event was a mask vs. mask bout between popular tech- 
nicos Atlantis and Dr. Wagner Jr. A few weeks prior to. 
the event, the match was scrapped for reasons not 
made clear, although most likely the stakes were too 
high for the liking of one or both of the competitors. 
Since then, Atlantis, the perennial technico dating back 
some two decades, turned rudo by abandoning his 
technico partners in one match, and then illegally 
unmasking Dr. Wagner later in the night. Atlantis en- 
joyed two great spurts of popularity in the late-1980s, 
teaming with his now-retired brother Atlantico, and 
again in 2000 leading up to his mask vs. mask win over 
Villano IIl on the first CMLL pay-per-view. Especially 
since his feud with red-hot technico Wagner began, fans 


have been anticipating his 
conversion to the rudo 
side. 

Two of Mexico's pre- 
mier high-flyers, about 
whom you might have 
read just two months ago 
in this very column, are 
now on the sidelines. Ex- 
treme Tiger, the Tijuana- 
based aerialist has suf- 
fered a burst appendix 
and is currently recuperat- 
ing. No time frame has 
been set for his return. 
Mistico, who is partially 
responsible for the resur- 
gence of CMLL, fractured 
his pelvis, but has been 


trying to work through it. Milano Collection AT isn't exactly the catchiest of monikers. Nevertheless, the talented former 
Lately, he's been wrestling Ultimo Dragon protege has been doing well for himself on the U.S. independent scene and even 


in trios matches in an ef- 
fort by matchmakers to protect the injured star. The 
perils of the high-risk style these men utilize are obvi- 
ous, and unfortunately for these exciting daredevils, 
injuries are part of the job. 

in Argentina, there's yet another effort underway to 
restart the popular Titanes en el Ring (literally, "titans in 
the ring’) company, which enjoyed terrific success in 
the 1970s and 1980s. Filled with oddball characters 
and movie monster-like villains, Titanes en el Ring 
holds a place in Argentinian pop culture similar to the 
kind of position the WWF held in the U.S. in the 808 
Titanes en el Ring enjoyed periods of tremendous suc- 
cess, as well as some of waning popularity, before 
practically vanishing in the 1990s. Now, many of the 
children that grew up with the heroes of Titanes are old 
enough to take to the ring themselves, and it seems 
that yet another incarnation of this odd Argentinian 
wrestling company is set to launch anew. 

If there was ever a place for modern wrestling to 
have a bit of a renaissance, it's Italy. Sparked by a 
short tour by New Japan Pro Wrestling earlier in 2005, 
and with the recent ratings success of Smackdown in 
Italy, wrestling is making a major comeback. Giant 
crowds are tuming out for Italian independent shows, 
many of which are now loaded with many of the recent 
releases from WWE. Whereas crowds from a year ago 
numbered in the hundreds of fans, even in major cities 
like Rome, the Italian scene is now delivering atten- 
dance figures in the thousands, even in remote loca- 
tions. With changing television schedules helping bring 
new programming to certain parts of continental 
Europe, wrestling might also enjoy a resurgence in 
Spain and Portugal, where the scene has been practi 
cally nonexistent in the last decade. 

Among Japan's hottest young stars of the new mil- 


won over some hard-to-please Ring of Honor fans. 


lennium is Milano Collection AT. Formerly of the T2P 
and Ultimo Dragon's Toryumon, he parted ways with 
that company in the summer of 2004 to join Tokyo 
Magnum's Dragon Gate promotion. However, after 
just a few months there, Milano went freelance and 
dropped off the wrestling radar. A short while later, he 
resurfaced in San Antonio, Texas, plying his trade for 
the TWE, a company recommended to him by WWE's 
Sho Funaki. When Funaki left Michinoku Pro for the 
WWF back in 1997, he relocated to Texas to train un- 
der Shawn Michaels, who was retired at the time. 
Funaki still resides in Texas. 

Now, Milano Collection AT is springing up in NWA 
Anarchy, Ring of Honor, and CHIKARA on a frequent 
basis and bringing his high-tech hybrid of Lucha Libre 
and submission wrestling to American fans all over the 
country. In his short stay thus far, he's already captured 
the TWE title, battled Samoa Joe, entered CHIKARA's 
second annual Torneo Cibernetico, and won over audi- 
ences everywhere he has gone. He'll remain in the 
States a while longer before making a decision about 
pursuing new opportunities in his native Japan. 

A slew of stars from the United Kingdom are making 
their way to America as well. English wrestlers T. 
Cain and Jervis Cottonbelly will both be stateside for 
the autumn months, gaining experience on the East 
Coast independent scene. Scottish wrestler Jay 
Phoenix will be making his first visit to the United 
States to further his training during a short stay. From 
Ireland comes Fergal Devitt, who is already making 
waves in the New England scene, wrestling for NECW 
and other area independents. Devitt is among Ireland's 
finest talents and is poised to have a breakout year in 
2006, thanks in large part to his increased exposure 
here in the United States. a 
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[al Spotlight Card of the Month 


BIRMINGHAM.NWA Wrestle Birmingham at ho 
Boutwell Auditorium: Sonny Siaki beat The 
Wrestler ... Mike Jackson & Tony Ladu beat 
Jimmy Powell 2 Alan Martin by dequalicaton 
River D'Angelo wasted Bil Franklin ba no cos 
lest... Sonny Siaki boat Ranger Ross 

Powell beat Brad Armstrong 

Bill Dundee ... lix Skipper wres 
Armstrong to a ime mit draw .. Roy Lee Welch 
oat Dennis Condrey ... Adrian Street wrested 
Wendell Cooley to a nó contest... Jesse James 
beat Tom Prichard to win the NWA Alabama 


heavyweight ttle.. Bob Armstrong beat Jimmy 
Golden n a loser leaves own match 
(109805), 


—Bob Boxer 


at the Four States Fair 
grounds: Raw tag team champions The Hurricane 
Š Rosey defeated Lance Cade & Trevor 
Murdoch ... The Freakin’ Deacon defeated Mike 
Mizanin ... Rob Conway pinned Eugene ... Chris 
Masters dcfoatoó Viscera .. Shelton Benjamin 
pinned Kerwin White... The Big Show pinned 
Gene Snitsky ... Ashley Massaro & Trish 
Stratus beal Victoria & Torrie Wilson — Edge 
peed Matt Hardy -.. WWE champion John Cena. 
beat Kurt Angle & Tyson Tomko in a handicap 
match. 
1081005) 

—Ned Blazer. 
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JONESBORO—WWE at the ASU Convocation 
Conter: Raw tag team champions The Hurricane & 
Rosey dotoated Lance Cade & Trevor Murdoch 
The Freakin’ Deacon pened Mike Mizanin 
Eugene pinned Rob Conway ... Chris Masters 
beat Viscera Shelton Benjamin pened Kerwin 
White... The Big Show pinned Gene Snitsky 
Ashley Massaro & Trish Stratus beat Torrie 
Wison & Victoria Edge ped Matt Hardy 
WWE champion John Cena defeated Kurt Angle 


non Harding 


SACRAMENTO- Supreme Pro Wrasting 
at St Peter's Hal: in a "Lethal Lottery” 
tournament for the vacant tag tie, quar. 
tertinais: Brian Raymond & DJ Rizz beat 
Tito Aquino & D-Unit ... Adam Thorn- 
Stowe & Steel beat Vinny Massaro & 
Dante ... Sir Samurai & Dub C beat 
Hector Camote & Rik Luxury ... J.D. 
Bishop & Chico Escuela boat Bonzai 
Bruce & Mike Rayne ... Semifinals: 
Adam Thornstowe & Steel beat Sir 
Samurai & Dub C ... When JD. Bishop & 
Chico Escuela wrested Brian Raymond 
& DJ Rizz, it was ruled that Bishop & 
Raymond advanced in tho tournament 
when they made Fizz and Escuela tap out 
Simultancously .. Finals: Adam Thom- 
Stowe & Steel beat JD. Bishop & Brian 
Raymond to win the vacant tag teem tle 

In noo-tournament matches: Seito 
Hayashi pinned Tim Moura ... Heavy: 


weight champ Olver John beat El Flaco 
Loco. 
100205) 


e Ludwick 


NEWARK—East Coast Wresting Assoc- 
{aon at the Groator Newark Boys & Gels 
Club: Heavywaight champion Scotty 
Charisma defeated Vic D. Vine .. Mid- 
Aon champion Chase Del Monte defeat 
6 Andrew Ryker... Chare Haas def 
ed Low-Ki .. Cheetah Master & Freak 
Mike 
Mark Milonas 
Johnny Maxx... The Chick 
Magnets defeated Mega in a handicap 
maich ... Mr. Ooh La La defeated The 
Japanese Pool Boy .. The O.C. Boyz & 
Jim Kettner defeated Carlton P. 
Hightower à The Valedictorans. 


Robert Bennett 


SSEBRING—Maximum Xtreme Pro Wrestling at tho 
High School: Billy Gunn won a batlle royal 

Hack Meyers beat Billy Gunn ... Heavyweight 
champion Chaz beat Joe Gomez .. Tower wres- 
lod The Warlord ta n double-countout .. Kah- 
agas beat Johnny Vandal .. Preston James & 
Scott Commodity bea! Frankie Lancaster & 


Brian Gamble ... Rick the Reaper boat Howie 
Godwin by countout - The Blackheart beat 
Aaron Epic 

(100805), 


Lina Himes 


Buck Child crimped 
the style of "Super- 
model" Marcus Jor- 
dan with this back 
bodydrop. Unt. 

tunately, it didn't 
lead to a victory. 


— 


SANFORD—P1o Wresting Warlare at the Chic 
Genter: Delirious pinned Vordell Walker 
Dagon Briggs pinned Naphtali vis DeNucci 
defected Rip Malibu .. Chasyn Rance beat Ryan 
Tilman ... Buck Quartermain & The Saint beat 
Tom Lawier & JP. Ace .. Sedrick Strong best 
Ricky Reyes ... Frankie Capone & Thump 
Dupree pinned Aaron Epic å Omega Vega 
Bruce Steele deleted Tom Carter. 


(1007.05), 
—Brady Lawrence 


ORLANDO NA Unbreakable pay-per-view at 
Universal Studios: B.G. James, Ron Killings, & 
Konnan defeated Simon Diamond, Elix Skipper, 
4 David Young ... Austin Ares pinned Roderick 
Strong... Monty Brown & Kip James defeated 
Apolo & Lance Hoyt... Chris Sabin pinned be. 
tey Willams ... Abyss pinned Sabu .. Bobby 
Rude pinned Jeit Hardy ., NWA tag taam cham. 
pions Andy Douglas & Chase Stevens defeated 
A-1 & Eric Young, Chris Harris & James Storm, 
and Alex Shelley & Johnny Candido (subsituing 
for Sean Waltman) in a fourvay eimnaton match 
NWA heavyweight champion Raven pinned 
Rhino in a “Raven's Ries” match ~. A-J. Styles 
beat TNA X champion Christopher Daniels and 
Samoa Joe in a throeway match to w the ite 
when he pinned Daniels, 
(03-11-05) 


GEORGIA 

CORNELIA—NWA Anarchy at the NWA Arena: 
ay Fury beat Hayden Young ... Cru Jones & 
Ken Westbrooks beat Andrew Alexander & 
Siryknyn ... Krazy K & Dexter Poindexter boat 
Seth Delay & Patrick Bentley ... Onyx boat 
Todd Sexton ... Azrael wrested Slim J 10 a no- 
contest .. Tag champs Adam Roberts & T.C. 
Carnage defeated Sweet Dreams & Woltman 
TV champ Jeff Lewis pinned Vordell Walker 
Nick Halen beat Skeeter Frost in ‘chairs egal 
match... Heavyweight champ Mikal Adryan beat 
Nemesis, 

(100105) 


—Frank Krewda 


Larry Goodman 


 CANTON- Pro Wrestling Evolution at the National 
Guard Armory: Biohazard beat The Black 
Pegasus ... Kyle Matthows beat Tyler Smith 
Justin Sane wsted John Doe t a no-contest. 
Scott Steele beat Jason Blackman ... Darin 
Childs won a three-way dance against Jacob 
Ladder and Biohazard ... Brad Armstrong wres- 
lid Glacier to a no-contost _.. Iceberg beat Mur 
der One in a umberack match 


(0917.05) 
Nebels Mcintyre 
ILLINOIS 


‘SUMNER—Natonal Wresting Coalition a the Fal 
Festal: Kid Justice pinned The Violator .. EZ. 
Rider & Guardian Angel defeated Super 
Destroyer & Cowboy ... Lady Vendetta beat 
Scarlett Rose ... George the Animal Jr. & 
George the Animal Il defeated Carnage 3 ice 
Cold Outlaw ... American champion The In- 
limidator beat Reaper and Kanribal .. Vulcan 
defeated heavyweight champion Steven Davia in a 
monete maich. 

(09:005) 


INDIANA 

MADISON—AWA Supreme Championship 
Wrestling at tne SCW Building: American 
Superstar pinned Mgliki .. T-Dogg beat Live 


—Brad Smithson 


Wire by ocsout in a nete. 
box" challenge ... Robert 
Royale & Roger Blade deleat 
es Eric Draven & Nic Noble 

Fudd best Marcus and Dez 
in a been ven dance — Mid. 
America champion Kliff 
Hanger pinned J.T. Stone 
Jamie Morrison doteated 
Chris Blayze Billy 
Maverick beat K-Lo by dis 
qualicaion .. Fat & Furious 
‘beat Luscious Loco, Eric. 
Draven, & Nic Noble. 
(100.05 

—Shawn Sands 


HAMMOND—WA Mid-South 
Ted Petty Invitational (day 
two) at the National Guard 
Armory: Second-round 
matches. Kevin Steen 

"eloated Brad Bradley 
Mike Quackenbush dclestod 
Skayde ... Chris Sabin beat 
Josh Abercrombie ... Matt 

Sydal boat Tyler Black. 
Arik Cannon deteated 
Delirious ... Chris Hero de- 

Lanes American Dragon 
Semifinal matches: Kevin 
Steen deleated Mike 
Quackenbush _ Matt Sydal 
deleatod Chris Sabin .. Arik 
Cannon defeated Chris Hero 
Finals: Matt Sydal defeat 
38 Kevin Steen and Arik 
Cannon to wn he tournament 
in non-tournament 


matches: Heavyweight cham- That's textbook execution of a hiptoss by Josh Daniels 
pion Jimmy Jacobs beat against Andrew Ryker. It was great execution like that that 


Mickey Knuckles 
Bravo deleated Trik Davis 
Tag team champions Vito & Sal Thomaselli 
deleated Tank & Rainman ... Super Dragon, 
Claudio Castagnoli, Alex Shelley, & Joey Ryan 
defeated Nate Webb, El Generico, Puma, & 


Brandon Thomaseli. 
(092505) 


— Wayne MeCarty 


HAMMOND—IWA Mid-South Ted Petty 
Invitational (day one) at tha National Guard 
‘Armory: First-round matches: Kevin Steen 
Celeatod Nate Webb .. Josh Abercrombie beat 
James Gibson ... Brad Bradley defeated Tank 
Mike Quackenbush beat Alex Shelley 
‘Arik Cannon defeated Joey Ryan ... Skayde 
beat Puma ... Chris Hero beat Rainman 
Tyler Black deleated Sal Thomasel... Chris 
Sabin beat Marek Brave .. Matt Sydal defeated 
El Generico ... Delirious beat Brandon Thom. 
aselii.. American Dragon beat Claudio Cast- 
‘agnoli by submission .. In non-tournament 
‘matches: Heavyweight champion Jimmy Jacobs 
defeatoG Colt Cabana. 
(09.2605) 


KENTUCKY 

STEARNS- Southern Wrestling Alliance at 
eary Central High School: Dan Richards 

pinnad Scotty McKeever .. Da Studd wrested 

Mid Wily D to a nocontes .. Dan Richards & 

Wiid Wily D defeatsc Da Studd ... The Omen 

won a bate royal 

(100805) 


—Wayne McCarty 


—Paui Ledbetter 


‘Marek earned him a win over Ryker. 


LOUISVILLE—Ohio Valley Wresting al the Davis 
Arona: Brent Albright pinned C.M. Punk .. Che 
the Jet pinned Kasey James... Chris Cat 

pinned Tank Toland ... Deuce Shade & The 
Riggs Brothers deleaied Aaron Stevens, Paul 
Birchil, & Fury .. The Heartbreakers doieatod 


nau ... Bobby Lashley & Seven dofeatod 
Johnny Jeter & Da Beast. 
(1001-05), 


Frank Milor 


RUSSELL SPRINGS—Bad 2 The Bone Wrosting 
at Russell County Middle School: Billy Black 
pinnad K-Lo ... Brent Goodin boat Max Mizary 
JC. Bailey pinned Simon Sazz .. Tag team. 
champs K-Lo & Randy Royal delealed Billy 
Maverick & Billy Black ... Heavyweight champi 
on Vic the Bruiser beat Todd Morton by dscual 
ficaton. 
(1001-05) 
—Bret Morris 


GLENSBORO—SAW Pro Wresting at Sat Ror 
Landing: Big Gunn pinned Hot Rod ... Johnny 
Bad boat Daddy Dalton by disqualification 
Cujo defeated Brian Lawless .. Average White 
Guy pinned Kit Hanger ... Billy Maverick boat 
The Prophet... Kevin Star defeated U.S. champ 
on Hamid Jihad t win the tle 
(093005) 

—Hichae! De Bennedetto 


ELIZABETHTOWN—8ad 2 The Bone Wresting at 
the National Guard Armory: Light heavyweight 
champion J.C. Bailey defeated Simon Sezz 


A JANUARYDIGS 131 


Two Combat Zone Wrestling champions got hardcore in their 
double-tables match. Here it's junior heavyweight champ 
Derek Frazier about to give heavyweight champ Ruckus a 


‘mouthful of table via a piledriver. 


Todd Morton wrestled to a no-contest with 
Andre Justice .. Ox Harley pinned The Prophet 
Tag team champions Randy Royal & K-Lo 
wrestled to a nocontes with Billy Black & Billy 
Maverick. As a rasult, the tle was held up 
Heavyweight champion The Bruiser dofoated Real 
Sexxxy by cisqualiicaton 
(092605) 


LOUISIANA 
MONROE—WWE at the Civic Cantar: Raw tag 
oam champions The Hurricane & Rosey deleted 
Lance Cade 8 Trevor Murdoch .. The Freakin’ 
Deacon pinned Mike Mizanin .. Rob Conway 
pinned Eugene Chris Masters defeated 
Viscera ... Shelton Benjamin pinned Kerwin 
White. The Big Show pinned Gene Snitsky 
Ashley Massaro & Tish Stratus doloated Tome 
Wilson & Victoria .. Edge defeaiod Mam Hardy 
"WWE champion John Cena beat Kurt Angle & 
Tyson Tomko in a handicap match 
(m 


oe Bailey 


ISSACHUSETTS 

NEW BEDFORD—Top Rope Promotions at the 

‘Top Rope Arena: Scott Ashworth pinned Ryan 

Waters... The Widowmaker beat Freight Train 
‘Stryker defeated The Texas Outlaw ... YP 
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interstate champion Brick- 
house Baker pinned YPW 


heavyweight champion Huey 
McGraw (nother tile was on 
‘he inc) .. Johnny Angel beat 
Rob Hagan ... SCOW heavy- 
\weigh champion Vain defeated 
Don Vega. 
(109605) 

—Shawn O Domski 


LOWELL. Chaotc Wresting at 
the Polisi American Veterans 
Club: Tag team champions 
Bryan & Man Logan defeated 
Fred Sampson & Craig Sirat- 
lon... Brian Milonas deleted 
Luis Ortiz... Chase Del Monte 
delested New England champ. 
on Thomas Penmanship by 
counod .. Mike Kruel delet 
fd Dan McGuire, Psycho, and 
John Walters in a gauntlet 
match ... Heavyweight champi- 
‘on Handsome Johnny delat 


LYNN—Malennium Wresting 
FaderatorvAVIA New England 
at he Armory: Tag team cram 
pions Beau Douglas & Todd 
Hansen doteated The Can. 
adian Sensations ... Tiger 
Mulligan beat Nocturne 
The Outpatient defeated 
Paulie Gilmore .. Louis Ortiz 
beat heavyweight champion 
Dylan Cage by disqualification 
in a lumberjack match .. Jon 
Thomhill doloated Leo Venus 
Tiger Mulligan wrested to a 
double. countout with Jimmy 
-act Cash ... Osirus wrested 
3o a elan draw with Nick 
Narcissti .. Gino Martino defeated Kamala na 
‘King Of The Jungle” death match to win the AWA 
brass knuckles tile. 
(09.2405 


MISSISSIPPI 


MAGEE—NWA Battlezone at tho Ban 


Bred Hutton 


Crosby in a mask ve. hair match ... The Minataur. 
delested Ron Horn .. Stagger Lee defeated Cal- 
vin Bose Sale the Ciown diated Rondale 
Roosevelt by disqualicaton .. Malek Avalon 


‘wrestled Mike Carter to a double-countout 
Southern Executioner & The Faroh of Phunk 


MISSOURI 

ELDON. Word League Wresting at the Com- 

‘munity Center. Ty Dalton delozted Dino Blade 

Keith Walker dcicatod Kenny Omega ... Denti 

Moore & Johnny defeated Kurt Bar à Mentallo 
Daniel Cross defeaied Jay Jackson 

Superstar Steve & Jason Bates deosied Dakota 

& KENTA ... Kenta Kobashi defeated Wade 

Cnism. 

(92405 


‘SPRINGFIELD—WWE at the Shrine Mosque: 
Psicosis & Super Crazy defeated Paul Birchil & 
Wiliam Regal ... Ken Kennedy pinned Scotty 
Too Hotty... Cruiserweight champion Nunzio 
pinned Spanky Smackdown tag team cham 
ons Road Warrior Animal & Heidenreich beat 
Joey Mercury & Johnny Nitro ... Randy Orton 
pinned Booker T U.S. champion Chris Benoit 
Sefeated John Bradshaw Layfield ... World 
champion Batista pinned Eddie Guerrero 


(0911:05) 
Harry also 
YORK 
NEW YORK—Ring of Honor at tho New Yorker 
Hotels Grand Balroom: Claudio Castagnoli beat 
Colt Cabana ... Christopher Daniels defeated 
Matt Sydal and Azrieal in a three-way elimination 
match .. Sal Rinauro & Tony Mamaluke won the 
dag tear to from B.J. Whitmer & Jimmy Jacobs. 
Pure champion Nigel McGuinness pened day 
‘Lethal .. Roderick Strong beat Jimmy Rave 
Jack Evans defeated Homicide ... James 
Gibson pinned Jimmy Yang ... Kenta Kobashi 
boat Samoa Joe. 
(1091-05), 


remy C. Ford 
NORTH CAROLINA 
CLYDE—Caraina Championship Wreating at he 
Waynesvile/Ciyde Natonal Guard Armory: Brad 
Thomas boat Jason Jones .. Bobby Houston & 
Mike Lee beat Roberto & Miguel Gurerreos 
Tater Kirby beat George South Sr. ... Eddie 
Golden beat K.C. Thunder. Greg Valentine boat 
Johnny Eagle. Bobby Eaton beat Rick Morton, 
(100805), 

Danny Paris 


MOORESVILLE —Erodus Wrasting Aliance at tho 
National Guard Armory: Jake Manning defeated 
Jimmy Jack Funk Jt... High Impact defeated 
Bobby Houston & Canadian Bulldog ... Masked 
Superstar doleatod heavyweight champion Jason 
ones to win tha tile. Jay Eagle deloatod Mark 
Siain .. George South Sr. dooated The Masked 
Assassin 
(100405) 

—Michoe! Carpenter. 


BURLINGTON--CWF/AWA Mid-Atlantic at the 
Carolina Sports Arona: Kamakazi Kid & Xsiris 
deleatod Shawn Christian & Donnie Dollars. 
Kid Justice wasted Ultra Dragon toa times 
raw .. Mid-Atlantic TV champion Mitch Conner 
pinned Matty Dee ... Mid-Atlantic heavyweight 
Champion Garry Stevens pinned Jesse Ortega. 
Ric Converse won th fth annual 30-person CWE 
furti 

(160105) 


Grant Sawyer. 


HENDERSONVILLE—High Velocity Wrestling at 
Viper's House of Pain: MoGruff beat Cpl. Knight 

ST. Ryker deleaied Evan Force ... Nell Nitro 
& Ryan C. best Dynamite Kid & Bryan Austin 
Kid Kountry defeated David Steel .. Justin 
Destruction beat Steve Cronic ... Fiyweight 
champ Live Wire detested Kaos ... Ken Magnum 
3 Sir Jonathan Buffett beat Jesse Black & Leroy 
Dudley ... Scotty Black dofoated Shane Austin 

Heavyweight champ Viper boat Me. Electricity 
in an clecied barbed wire maich. 


(08-3005) 
—Pearle Holis 


HIO 
CLEVELAND—Exireme War at the West Park 


Party Center: The Hebrew Hammer won a 20- 
man batle royal .. The Bouncer defeated The 
Hebrew Hammer ... Sterling James Keenan. 
Glenn Spectre, & Crazy J defeated Aero, 
Deviant, & deins Heavyweight champ 
Crawlord Kincaid defeated The American 
Dream Eagle ... Tack deteated Pepper Parks 
and Rory Fox in a three-way dance ... 2 Phat 
defeated Simply the Best o win the vacant tag 
team title ... Dave Demarco wrestled John 
McChesney io à no-contest for the vacant coastal 
tile .. Tommy Dreamer defeated J-Roce 
Suicide defeated Ronnie Rotten in an ulimate 
death mach, 

(100805), 


‘OKLAHOMA 

TULSA— Tornado Pro Wrestling at Owen Park 
Recreational Center. Sexy Bologna defeated The 
Violence Alliance .. Timmy J defeated Justin 
der AWOL boat Michael Faith .. Jon Davis 
"defoaiod Rico Suave and Oklahoma champion 
Anthony Jackson in a three-way elimination 
match ... Draven Cross defeated Poo Bear 
Heavywaight champion Romero Contreras 
defeated light heavyweight champion The 
Canadian Red Devil. 

(100805) 


Wels Engelhardt 


Chris Burnham 


SAPULPA—Steo! Rago Pro Wresting atthe Boys 
4 Gils Club: Cpl. James Warbois beat Beau 
Dalton by dequalfestioo .. Bobby Dalton deleat 
‘0d Paul Linam and Matt Garza in a viglo treat 
match ... Luc Lapointe defeated Dexter Hard- 
aun, Mitch Carter & Boys & Gits Club cham- 
pion Jack Legacy detested The 918 Boyz 
Bobby Burns defeated Brandon Bishop 
Shano Morbid defeated heavyweight champion 
Harry Sanchez for Ine ttie 

(109705) 


—Chris Burnham 


OKLAHOMA CITY WWE Unforgiven pay-per- 
viow at the Ford Center: Ric Flair doteated 
"narcontiental champion Carlito Caribbean Cool 
by submission to win he tt. Ashley Massaro 
A Trish Stratus dafeatod Torrie Wilson & 
Victoria... The Big Show pinned Gene Snitsky 
Shelton Banjamin nad Kerwin White 
iat Hardy pinned Edge in a steel cage match 
Lance Cade & Trevor Murdoch defeated Raw 
ig team charrpions The Hurricane & Rosey 10 
win the tie.” Shawn Michaels pinnad Chris 
Masters. Kurt Angle boat WWE champion 
John Cena by dequalíicaion 
[2] 


PENNSYLVANIA 

GILBERTSVILLE Word Wide Wresticg Alianco 
at Zemn’s Famers Market: Johnny Law beat 
Ykushi ... Molsonm beat Night Prowler ... New 
Wave beat Arkham ... Body Beautiful beat 
Rodney X .. Nitro the Dark Priest beat Mark 
Manson ... Tag champs Iron Horse Riders 
deleated Bodacious Brad & Alex Balboa 
Heartbreaker wrested Kage 10 a no cores 


(100805), 
—irzie Dodd 


—Bil Meltzer 


BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT Summit Wrestling 
Association at the Blue Ridge Fire and Rescue 
Hall Massive Mike beat Steve the Teacher 

Old School beat Hal Liter & Grimace ko 
beat Nickolas Tide and Mr. Olympia in a rile 
threat match ... Billy Johnson & Chucky Wynn 


won a fag team royal rumble to win the tag team 
‘ite . The Chick Magnets beat John Kerman & 
C.A. Elliott... Lance Mcintyre beat Tank 
Thomas ... Leslie Leatherman beat Sean 
Patrick. 
(10-01-05) 

Hike Proyer 


McKEESPORT—NWA Pro Wresting Express at 
"ho Sporatcum: Devil Bhudakahn pinned Dan 
Miles ... The Tri Chi Fraternity defeated 


Extasy pinned Seth James ... Da. 
Munchies doteated Teddy Fine & 

Paul Atlas defeated Daron Smythe ... Brass 
knuckles champion Devin Devine & Crusher 
Hansen defeated Bigg à Nikita Allanov 
Heavyweight champion Scottie Gash wrestled 
Chris Taylor to a nocontest .. Quinn Magnum, 
Mad Mike. Brandon K, & Scottie Gash wrested 
‘Crusher Hansen, Devin Devine, Justin Idol, & 
Chris Taylor oa no-contest. 

(1001.05) 


‘SOUTH CAROLINA 
SPARTANBURG—American Pro Wresting at he 
American Coëseum: Bryan Austin pinned Evan 
Force... Jimmy Kindrid deleted Ene Thunder 
Sir Jonathan Buflet bea! The Dark Lion by 
isqualcaion .. Jason Swords beat Kaos 
Chiet Jay Eagie defeated Ken Magnum. 
Preston Orion pinned A-J. Frost ... Dookie & 
Boomer Payne deleated Doug Hawkins & Bill 
White... Mickey Richards beat Steve Cronie by 
disqualification .. Morbid defeated Shea 
McGrady — Heavyweight champion Mark Siain 
defeated Don Matthews ... Nick Fury won a 
roe ay match against Rowdy James and Zack 
Salvation to win the Carolinas 
We. 
(1001.05) 


—Dave Babcock 


uuns Durbin 


LANCASTER—New Millennium 
Championship Wrestling at the 
‘American Legion Building 
Money Man defeated Crazy 
Train ... Jay Eagle deloated 
Doug Hawkins ... Jason Jones 
beat Michael Adryan Rex 
Rumble doleatod Myric Moore 

"TV champion Andy Chavis 
"dleatod Lodi by disqualification 

‘Tim Hunter defeated hoavy 
‘weight champion Shane Austin 
in a cage match to win fe te. 


(093008 
Michael Carpenter 


McKENZIE— Squared Circle 
Championship Wrestling 
Hurricane Katina geen at hà 
Webb School Gym: El Loco 
defoatod BlackBone 

defeated J.R. Rich ... The 
PHAT. Boyz beat Shannon & 
John Robertson .. Tank 
defeated Drago ... The Albino. 
Rhino defeated Billy Ray 
Dudley _. Weasel delealed 
Steven Rampage to become 
the new Southem heavyweight 
champon 
2d Leroy Boi. 
(093005 


HOUSTON WWE No Mercy 


pay-per-view at the. 
Toyota Center: Road Warrior Animal, Heid- 
enreich, & Christy Hemme defeated Joey 
Mercury, Johnny Nitro, & Melina when Hemme 
pinned lácina . Bobby Lashley pinned Simon 


Dean ... US. champion Chris Benoit defeated 
Booker T, Christian, and Orlando Jordan in a 
four-way match when he forced Christian to tap out 
Ken Kennedy pinned Hardcore Holly. John 
Bradshaw Layfield pinned Rey Misterio Jr. 
Randy & Bob Orton U. beat The Undertaker ina 
handicap casket match... Juventud Guerrera 
pinned crisenveight champion Nunzio to vin the 
lie. World champion Batista pinned Eddie 
Guerrero, 
(109505) 
Frank Krewda 


ARLINGTON—Professional Championship 
\Wresting at the PCW Arena: Cruiserweight champ 
James Johnson beat J.T. Lamotta ... The 
Bivechippers beat The Dark Circle, The Elie, 
and Stephen Murphy & Kevin Paine in an elim: 
deren maich to win the tag ban bent: Jeremy 
Young beat Siam Shady ... Claudia boat Robert 
Evans and King Richard in a three-way flag 
‘match. Wally Darkmon beat Dave Dunning 
Action Jackson beat Luke Bronson ... Steve 
DeMarco & Mace Malone boat Tim Storm 4 
Shadow ... Young Pioneer Eaglo beat Thomas 
Bussey, 

(100605) 


Rob Moore 


HIDALGO—WWE al he Dodge Arena: Viscera. 
pinned Tyson Tomko ... Rob Conway pinned 


Eugene ... Raw tag team champions Lance Cade. 


Brimstone defeat- If you didn’t know better, you might think this was hard- 
core warrior Axi Rotten taking on “brother” lan as they 
revisited their PWI Feud of the Year from a decade ago. 


—Carter Brady Actually, it's The Bruiser. 
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& Trevor Murdoch defeated The Hurricane & 
Rosey ... Gene Snitsky pinned Tae Shelton 
Banjamin pinned Carlito Caribbean Cool .. The 
Big Show boat Edge ... Trish Stratus pinnod 
Torrie Wilson ... Shawn Michaels pinned Chris 
Masters ... WWE champion John Cena deleated 
Kurt Angle by dequaktcaton. 

(100805) 


Patrick Harmon 


DENTON—XCW at the XCW Arana: Spud beat 
Bul. Action Jackson beat Darin Childs 
Jacob Ladder boat Hugh Rogue ... Tag champs 
Jett & Jerry Brown ben Sidd by dequaiicaton 

-Jack Drastic boat Jared Steele n win tho TNT 
boh... Ml dackson beat heavyweight champion KR 
Carson to win he ite, 
(1097-05) 

—Melanie Reed 


San ANTONIO—TWE at Tishway Entertainment 
Center: Big Dogg beat Darin Childs Skitzo 
defeated Quinton Allen... Breit Thunder beat 
Spector .. Brett Thunder best Skitzo .. Milano 
Collection A-T. beat Brett Thunder .. Rudy Boy 
Gonzalez beat Jacob Ladder ina asian stan 
ing match. 

(104295) 


—Connie Bums 


FORT WORTH_Now Generation of Weesting at 
the Fite Staton Community Center: Texas Red & 
King Richard detested Treyman & Chris Richter 
Alvin Breaux pinned The Mexican Giant 
‘Jazz beat Alexandria ... MACE pinned Jason 
Black ... SWAT. defeated Oscar Herrera à The 
Angel of Sin .. Rodney Mack, MACE, heavy- 


134 a Pa 


A little TNA vs. WWE in Maryland! TNA's Kip James made sure that Jerry Lawler smiled 
pretty for the ringside photographers. WWE would come back to win, however. 


weight champion Blade, and Frankie Fisher 
See The New Age Cowboys and Pendragon 
inalals cout anywhere, bodega fenen match 
(10145) 

—Travis McKeon 


ODESSA.-WWE at the Ector County Coliseum: 
Ashley Massaro & Trish Stratus defeated 
Victoris, Candice Michelle, à Torrie Wilson in a 
handeap match .. Rob Conway beat Eugene 
Chris Masters boat Viscera .. Kerwin White 
pinned Shelton Benjamin ... intercontinental 
champion Rie Flair beat Carlito Caribbean Cool 

Raw tag team champions Lance Cade 8 Trevor. 
Murdoch beat Rosey in a handicap math ... The 
Big Show pened Edge ... WWE champion John 
Cena defeated Kurt Angle by dequalícation. 


(109145) 
Holts Richardson. 


EL PASO—WWE at the Don Haskins Center. 
Ashley Massaro & Trish Stratus defeated 
Candice Michelle Torrie Wilson, & Victoria in a 
handicap maich .. Rob Conway pinned Eugene 
Chris Masters beat Viscera .. Kerwin White 
pinned Shelton Benjamin ... intercontinental 
‘champion Ric Flair defeated Carlito Caribbean 
Cool .. Raw tag team champions Lance Cade & 
Trevor Murdoch beat Rosey in a handicap 
match .. The Big Show pinned Edge .. WWE 
champion John Cena defeated Kurt Angle by 
decualicaion. 
(09.50.05 
Francisco Corrales 


EL PASO Lucha Calerte at the Caliente Dome: 
Damian Demarco beat Don Juan ... Mayor beat 


El Latino ... Green Danger & Punisher beat 
Contacto & Nathan Sin. Jacob Ladder & Darin 
Childs best The T Krew los Escorpios beat 
Cinta De Oro & Chucky ... Cassandro beat 
Hurricane Hector. 
(82905) 

—Sendy Marlin 


AMARILLO—WWE at the Colseum: Psicosis 4 
Super Crazy deleated Paul Birchill à Wiliam 
Regal... Bobby Lashley pinned Simon Dean 

Cruiserweight champion Nunzio defeated Paul 
London, Juventud Guerrera, and Spanky in a 
four-way elimination match .. Ken Kennedy beat 
Hardcore Holly .. U.S. champion Chris Benoit 
deleated Randy Orton by disqualification 

Smackdown tag team champions Road Warrior 
Animal & Heidenreich defeated Joey Mercury & 
Johnny Nitro ... Eddie Guerrero beat Rey 
Misterio Jr. in a streetght .. World champion 


Batista pinned John Bradshaw Layfield. 
(09-1905) 


Arthur Robbins 


IRGINIA 

NITRO—Xtrome Maximum Championship Wros- 
ting at tna Communty Center: Shane Storm and 
X5 wrestled to a no-contest ... American Idols 
See Raw Talent & Cole Cash ... Ace Prime. 
delest Eric Steel. Unholy eteaied Smokey C 
by disqualfication -.. Tag team champions The 
Lynch Brothers doeated T-Bone & Max Rock 
Shane Storm defeated X. in a fals-countany. 
whera match ... Devin Davis beat Xtrome 
Independent champion Flash by dqualfcaton. 
Cuban Assassin defeated Chad Cross 
Heavyweight champion Kris King & Flex Tolley 
dete Kris Kavanaugh & Sexbomb Cho. 
(100805) 


—Monty Combs 


RED JACKET—Powersiam Wresting at he Com- 
‘munity Cente: le defeztad Dan Richards ... Kris. 
King beat Brian Compton... Rick Morton doa 
ed Scotty MeKoover .. Jowad Wayne beat Beau 
James .. Brad Thomas dofoated Shane 
Matthews ... Eric Darkstorm & Aaron Draven 
won a three-way tag foam match against The Haw- 
ian Heartthrobe and Chance Prophet & Tho 
Iuggulator. 
(100605), 


—Fay Ferguson. 
WISCONSIN 
RADISSON--Natonal Federation of Wresting at 
"he Communty Cantor: Paul B. Onion boat Major. 
Chaos ... Karnage beat Shinobi in a no holds- 
barrad match .. Buddah beat Johnny 
Goldengate ... Darkchild boat The Lumberjack 
lan Xavier best Jay Chaotic... an Xavier won 
a battle royal. 
(190-05) 


AUSTRALIA 
SYDNEY Word Series Wresting atthe Olympic 
Park Sports Centre: TNT defaatod Frankie 
Kazarian and Super Dragon in a three-way match 
Samoa Joe beat Andrew Marin .. Nathan 
Jones defeated Mark Hilton ... Christopher 
Daniels defeated AJ. Styles... Gall Kim deleat 
4 Nidia by submission... Team 3D boat Jesus & 
Lee Stan .. Rhino pinned Jeff Jarrett. 


(109745 
—Pat Harrington 


BATISTA ROAD WARRIOR ANIMAL & HEIDENREICH 
318, Washington, DC Combined weight: 591 pounds 
il Worta ee. [1] WWE Smocedown tag tam champions 
JOHN CENA NAOMICHI MARBFUII & MINORU SUZUKI 
260, Wet Newbury, MA 

Want shompion 


LANCE CADE 8- [TI 
‘onbined weight 513 pounds 
(7) WW Rew tog team champions 
CHRIS HARRIS a JAMES STORM 
516 pounds 
XA teg room hemp 
SHINSUKE NAKAMURA & HIROSHI TANAHASHI 


‘SHAWN MICHAELS 
[NM B 
BROCK LESNAR : JOE MERCURY Jom NITRO 


297, Minneapolis, MN Combined 
[own 
THE HURRICANE & ROSEY 


Combined weight 570 pou 


185, Aberdeen, WA Combined weight 587 pounds 
Hl ing ot onor champion (2) Mo. 2 contenders NWA tag tile 


IWE N 
WWE Champion World Champion: OVW Champion: ROH Champion: 
JONN CENA BATISTA JOHNNY JETER BRYAN DANIELSON 
€) 260, West Newbury, MA 1C) 318, Washington, OC (Q 218, Son Diego, CA F 185, Aberdeen, WA 
amat arro 1 KEN DOANE 1MIGH MeGUINNESS 

11) 233, Pitsburgh, PA [1] 210, ovis, KY {1} 220, London, England 
2—SHAWN MICHAELS 2—BRENT ALBRIGHT 2—ROBERICK STRONG 

] 217, San Antoni, IX 151223, B Tulsa, OK {H 205, Tempe, FL 

SHE fun SUNY ORTON 3—CHRISTOPRER DANIELS 

20% Charte, NC 9] 265, 9. Louis, MO (9) 255, Topeka, KS £3) 210, los Angeles, CA 
iber 4—B00KERT 4—DEUCE SHADE 4—SAMOA JDE 

4| 240, Toronto, Ontario 250, Houston, TX (8) 230, Fii blonds 12) 270, American Somee 
5—THEBIG SHOW arne S—COLT CABANA 

A 485, Alken, SC. (2) 306, Roscoe, TX Boston, MA ci 
6—THIPLE-H 5—RUA BURKE 

H 274, Greenwich, CT (10) 230, Jocksonvile, FL 220, Broolyn, NY 
7—CARUTO CARIBBEAN COOL en PUNK , 

3] 220, San lan, Pero Rico s 220, Chicogo, l 4] 202, Goinesvile, GA 
8—CHRIS CAGE 8— STEVE CORINO 
70, Sonta Monica, CA M 220, Youngstown, OH 1 225, Seo lle Ciy, N! 
9—R0B CONWAY ‘SEAN VISK. ‘9-AUSTIN ARIES 

110} 240, Pitsburgh, PA 1275, P [P] 202, Mibvoukes, WI 
10—SHELTON BENJAMIN ‘10—SETH SKYHBE -A LETHAL 

19) 245, Sportanburg, SC $ H 224, lx H 182, Elizabeth, NI 
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AWA SUPREME CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champien—Eiy Maverick: 
on Hanger; 2r Dover; 3— Chis Hoy; 4—fodi, - Noble: 6 
Jnd Block; 7—Rober Royale; 81 Dong; 9— hri Mors; 10—Qyramie Derick. 


BAD 2 THE BONE WRESTLING: Champioe— f the Beer 1—1C Bailey; 2— 
Sinon cz 3. Red Sexxy, 4—Tod Morton; 5— Bii Bod 6—Rndy Roy: 7— 
Bily Maverick; Cl 9—Hox Mizery, 10—Bret Goodin. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Guarino; I— 
hase Del Mote; 2—Freak Nasty; 3—Cheetoh Master, 4M Kel lade. 
ylar MO La L; 7g 3 hi gor, eiu 


EXODUS WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion-— kon Jones; 1—George South Sr 
Son Coge; 3—Rick Morton; 4—New Breed; We Lee; 6—Baddstreet; 
T— Guerrero l; 8— rl Connection It 9—6cry Roy 10— mmy Jad Funk kr. 


FORT MEADE WRESTLING: ile heat 1—Jery Lower; 2—Kip 
Jones, 3—The Bruiser; 4—The Putri; 5— Joh Danie; 6—Harcs Juden; JA 
Rotten; B—Romeo Valentina; 9—Ruckus; 10—ndrew Ryker, 


MILLENNIUM WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Dylon Cope; 1—Eddie 
Edwards; 2— odd Horse; 3—Gino Marion; -im Cash; 5—Donay Jno ( 
Kamala; 7—Tiger Muligo; 8—Beou Douglas; 9— Slyk Wogner Brown; 10—lhe. 
Outpatient. 


NORTHWIND CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion —Tiger Her; 1— 
Bobby Bess; 2—Tery Alon; 3—Sweet Doddy (un 4—Shane Midhoc; 5— 
Maddow; 6—Bonboy Warir, 7—Janes Jadson; 8—Yasy, 9—Json Song 
[E 


NWA BLUEGRASS: Champion—Vinnie Viogra; 1—Chonce Prophet; 2——tric 
Darien: 3—4dy veh; 4—JT. Money, |—Dovid Young: 6—(hris Draven; 
7— ol Ge; Sey Si 9— lr 10 ee 


PRO WRESTLING EXPRESS: Gosh; löste bam, 2— Chis 
Taylor; 3—Devin Devine; 4—Devd Haid S—Jusin Mot 6—Hika Meno; 
Doro Sent; de 9—Seth James 10—nsher Horse, 


SUMAIT WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion —ikli Volkoff; 1—Lesbe 
Leatherman; 2—Shown Pack; 3—Joseph Brooks; 4—Steve the Teacher, S— 
Chucky Wynn; 6—Tonk Thomas; 7—Lance Mdntyre; 8—CA. Eliot; 9—Hyjnx; 
8 


ULTIMATE CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion —Jef! Crowe; 1—Terry 
{England 2— Doug Vines, 3— hein Sone; 4—1D. Thunder; Red 6— 


Hades; 7—Jock Danek; 8—6 Dynamite; 9—lerry Alan; 10—Bhe Angel, 


a Te PT espa ae iio a= 
Samu; 3—0. Hyde; 4—Siister X; 5— jugo 6—Rockn’ Rebel; 7—lommy 
Sande; 8 —Greg Mathews Ae 10—LA Smooth, 


NWA Champion NWA Chompion: 
JEFF JARBETT JEFF JARRETT 
17) 230, Nashville, TN 16] 230, Nose, TN 
-A.smis +a smes 
(4) 202, Gaines, GA 14] 202, Goinesvile. GA 
2—RHINO Am NASH 
(1) 275, Detroit, MI 311, Deiro, MI 
DANIELS 
13] 295, Cincinnati, OH 11) 210, los Angeles, CA 
bur BROWN 
|C) 243, Shor Hils, NI 15] 68, Detroit, MI 
SJE HARDY 
H212, Cameron, NC 12 275, Der, MI 
68—5ANOA 10E 
21270, Amaricon Samoa IC] 243, Shot Hil, NI 
7—CHNISTOPNER DANIELS ABYSS 
15} 210, Los Angeles, CA 5] 265, Ciciooat, OH 
8—TDNMY MARR  8— SAMOA it 
1L] 215, St Plosburg, FL 13] 275, Americon Samoa 
‘RICKY NURDOCH FF 
LJ 261, Houston, TX 11212, Cameron, NC 
BROWN un enn SARIN 
H 268, Det, MI H 207, Detroit, MI 


JERRERO 

19] 173, Marico Ciy, Mexico 
2—msneo 

(8) 194, Mexico Ciy, Moxico 
3—H MO DEL SANTO 

{1} 180, Tlancingo, Mexico 
4—SHOCKER 

H 185, Gvodolojara, Mexico 
SUP 

15] 285, Torreon, Mexico 
6 —KOWNAN 

H 235, Mexico Ciy, Mexico 
7—98. WAGNER IR. 

13] 215, Mexico Ciy, Mexico 


12) 180, Guodolajora, Mexico 
S—CHARLY MANSON 
FH 180, Torreon, Mexico 


AGUAYO IR. 
(7] 165, Zocoocas, Mexico 
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